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PURPOSE

PSS Y

Created by Resolution on May 5, 1969, the Municipal Developnent
Connlttes is established as a standing committee of the Comnmon
Council to "study, evaluate and recommend to the Mayor and Commen
Councll such development programs and priorities as are deemed nec-
engary and desirable to promote the social, cultural, edusational,
physical, industrial, recveational and commercial improvement of

the Cilty of Middletown." 'The authority of the committee was further
defined by Resolution of the Common Council dated April 6, 1370,
wherain it was stated that the Committee shall "coordinate the ongoing
and future activities of all City agencies, authorities, depariments,
committoes and commissions and development and construction programs.”

CDAP AGENCY

By action of the Common Council in Septembexr, 1971, the Committee
was designated the Community Development Action Plan Agency pursuant
to Section 8-207 of the General Statutes. The Municipal Development
Conmittee rendered advisory opinions on the conmistency of the fol-
lowing applications with the CDAP plan to the Cowmmissioner of the
Departnent of Community Affairs:

Applicant Proggan | hmount
CAGM - 'Wéslay Day Care Center $ GG,ObG
CAGM - Long River Village Day Care 53,000
Cantey
CBen Headstart 9,139
Housing Authority PILOT 67,056
Ccity of Middletown 701 Planning Grant 30,000 -
CAGM . Transportation Program : 14,031}/-
caGH _ PILOT Training Program 8,832
CAGM Verzatile CAP 13,250
CRGM State/fooal Package 172,944
CAGH Hesdstart 9,541
CAGM - Legal Services _ 8;124._q
city of Middletown 701 Planning Grant | BO;ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁl
City of Hiddletown Tax Abatemont-Wadsworth Grove (variés_":

annually) .
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CAGH Child Development Center 15,766

Administration
CacM Wagley éhild Development Center 54,726
cacH Long River Village Child 38,609
Davelopment Centey
CAGM Susmey Work Experlence Progxam 13,918

STAFE

puring the past year, the classified position of Municipal Development
Coordinator was created and ataff assigned. In August, 1972, Mes.
Tarry Houston was hired to £411 & vacancy in the secrstaxy position.

A portion of Room 205 and Room 206 have been designated foxr MDC usge
forming a part of the Mayor's office complex.

MEETINGS

Duxring the fiscal year 1972-1973, the Committee held twelve regular
meetings plus four special meetings and condusted one publie heaxing.

OPEN SPACE

Functioning as a body which prepares and screens programs of a de-
veloprantal nature before going to the Common Council floox, the
Mundcipal Development Committee, with guidance from other City de-
partuants, has played a major role in formulating the City’'s open
gpace program. During the past year, the Committee has closely
monitorad the Legacy of Parks program as 1t relates with the develop-
ment of a plaza in front of Shona Towsrs. The Committea has oversgeen
the progress and financial neede of the MacDonough Project, ineluding
a slight projsct size redustion; has guided the formulation'of an
open apace package to the Deparxtment of Housing and Urban Development
for two land acquisitions and one davelopment project; has approved
the preparation of an open space application to the Bureau of Outdoor
Recreation, Department of Intexior, for a major land acquisition in
tha Westfield area; and, has been negotiating for a plece of land

in theo vieinity of Pat Kidney field. The frulits of these efforts -
will becoms evident duxing the 1973-1974 figeal year, = -

MIDDLETOWN ACEYTVITIES CENTER

The Municipal Development Committee authorized the preparation of a
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faasibility study foxr an activity center to be conducgted by William
Lillyman, congultant from Hartfexd. Pollowing the receipt of that
raport, the Hayor's Steering Committee put togethexr a package for
public refersndum conslagting of three components to the activitieg
centex~the restoration of the Middlesex Theatre, the construction
¢f an activities hall and tha construction of a skating rink. In
addition, 1000 parking spages were to be provided tnraughaut the
downtown. Phe Mayor and Municipal Development Committee took active
volee in making numerous speaking engagements and devoted much of
their tims and thought toward urging the suceessful passage of the.

prOgEam.

Che ﬂﬁp&rtmﬁnt of Ccmmunity Affaixs, in administrating funds fyvom
the Departwent of Housing and Urban Development, made avallable a .
527,000 cash grant to the City for downtown planning activities.
The firme of Raynond, Parish & Pine, Ins. and Herman Wolf Asscclates
vere ratained to prepare nvmeroug planning reports and management -
gservices with the Municipal Development office acting as the coor—.
dinating hody foxr the Clty. The culmination of these efforts was a
refovandum held on April 26, 1973, which was defeated by 271 votes.

OTHER ACPIONZ

The Municipal Development Committee, using wmonles loaned f£rom the
East Side Fund, initiated the purchase of a propecty on Ferry Street
adjacent to the existing playground. Thig purchase was made 8¢ that
when DeRoven Drive is extended northward ag a part of the downtown
loop, the playground which was financed through HUD can be relocated

on adjecent land,

At the urging of the Chief Building Inspsctor and the Fire Chief,
the Municipal Davelopment Commitiee undsxicok the study of redefin--
ing fire zones. A public heaving was held on June 20, 1973, and
the proposed reviged fire zonas have been forwarded to the Common

Connell foxr action,

The Munieipal Development Committee has baen working closely with
industry for Middlstown in txying to solve some land asquisition
peroblema. In December, 1972, the Committee voted to exercise a

ipan f£rom the MOC Fund to the CGeneral Pund so that the City may pux-
chaga several parvcels of land within the I-91 industrial area.

In August, 1972, the Committee met with the Commimeion of the City
Plan and Zoning to diseuss at length the problems posed by the
existing planned regidontial development regulations. As a result
of that meeting, the Planning Cowmission agreed to m@aify ita PRD
regulations. -

in studying City owned parcels, the Municipal Development Committed
studied the needs of unused buildings and determined that the Celeman
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farmhouse, the old polics station on County Lane and the Hubbaxd
School on S8ilver Btrest should be demolished. These bulldings were
torn down in the spring of 1973.. In the mame vein, the Committee
hag been stwdying the problems of overcrowding in the Municipal
Building and has beoen considering alternatives for providing office
space noeads for the growing City departments.

In Qotober, 1972, and May and Juna, 1973, the Committee met with
peraoneal from the Central Connecticut Regional Centsr and officers
from the Middlesex Asscciation for Retarded Childran. As a result
of the firgt series of gonfexences, the portable classrooms at the
reayr of the former Hubbazd School site were made avallable on a
temporary basis for retarded children’s training programs. Ag the
fiscal yvoar drew to a close, the Committee was agaln engaged in dis-
cugsionsg to £ind a more peymanant location for retarded children's
training insomvch as the foxmer site is slated o bacone a new U.8.

post office facility.

The Committee discusssd the impliecations and rasponsibilities imposed
upon the communities by Public Act 155 {(Inland Wetlands leglslation)
and wade a recommendation to the Mayor and Common Council foxr the
compesition of an agency. This recommendation was largely carried
forth through the creation of the Inland Wetlands 2gency in Dacember,
1972, and the readoption of the Agency memborghlp on May 18, 1973,

WK/ ¢h




