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PREFACE

A sociological and economic survey of a par-
ticular Amsrican city requires an analysis of the
institutions and associations found there. I am in-
debted to Professor Norman J. Ware, under whose o
direction this study was conducted, and to the many
. citizens or:'M_iddletown without whose cooperation amd
- information Etﬁis study woild have been impossible.: .

I am also indebted to Ur. William Thayer
Rich, donor of ‘hhe_Rich[Eel-lowship, whose financial
assistance made possible th'e continuation of my

studies at Wesleyan.

Williem W. Cooney
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LETHOD

| Soeiology, the solence whieh deals with human
asgosiation,. i4s developments, forms, and funectlons is

not sn 0ld scienee. 1In this country sociology did not

appear until about the %time of the Clvil War. After the

Civil War there arose & school of the so-called
Philosophiesl Soeiologists led by Giddings, Small, end
Lester Ward. The approach of this gchool is very much
that of theoretieal.economists, and 4id not satisfy
egertalin students of the seience. MaIver Ogburh;'and

'MaaDougall are the ‘ehief proyonenta of & second school

 v;ithe Payahologieal Soelologists. Their writlngs are,

:;for the most part, of a general sort but they stress
more 1mmediately praetieal problems than do the
Philosophical Soeiologiats.

The 0pportunlﬁies for speaifie studies in par-
tieular fields led fo the rise of a third important
grouﬁ. These men, eongerned with the stﬁdy of abnormal
_soeial groupa. worked in three fields which sovered
f virtually all of the abnormel classes, namely the de-
”ffectives the depandents, and the delinquents. As the
Boience progressed many 1ndividuals wera seeklng a |
substitute for laboratory procednre beyond the o

abnormal field.
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The Lynds, whoseémia&iétbﬁﬁ“teee;ved a great deal

of acelaim das a new type of work, attempted to survey a

particeular American community as & whole. Recent Socisl
Trends,-the\reports of President Hoover's investigation,
agsumed & wider field and tried quantitatively to study
national problema of & soelologiesl nature. Both of
these were, however, lafgely deseriptive and general,.
although the workers were eapable and suffieient funds
were available.

The anthropologists have for & pumber of years
been do ing for primitive peoples what the soclologists
_are now attempting to do for eontemporary eivilization.
._There=are"obvious disadvantages in working with a :
ﬁdaerh'situation; It is diffioult to be'entirely'obA
jeetive, and the quantity of materid is very great while
not observeble undexr conditions of_eontrol found in
laboratory technigue.

In the case of the Lynds' gtudy & corps of trained
soelal workers investigated a eity of some &5,000 in-
habitants for a period of two years. In that city
.there was no sizeable foreign population and the eity
r waé"over twenty-five thbusand. 80 that & great deal of
ététistieal information was available. The selection
‘of the eity was earefully made to conform to these

charaeferisties. In the ease of Recant Soeisl Tresnds

there were ample funds available, and a very worth-

'! "whi1e study wes made, but the result remains
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desariptive and sketaehy éud few general concluslons are
reached. Caroline Ware, whose study of Greenwlch
Villege has juét been published, has bsen, according fte

book reviewd, little more suegessful.

Thig thesls may be critielzed on the same grounds

ag the above. 1t is & deseriptive treatment of & par-'
ticular American city.\'it necesgsarily does not ftouch
every branch of every institution, snd it does not com-~
pletely sanalyze any one of them. It has been necessary
for the author te restriet his objeetive and to omit
anything whieh he did not believe essential to it.

_ . The author hoped to base this work 1argely upon
”:fa groundwork of theoretleal soeiology, applying fleld
‘work o that base. For this reason en attack is made
£irst on the "natural heritage", that s thé tempera-
ture, seil rainfall and topography, seconﬁ the
aultur&l baquround ag it is found thiough a history

of the institutions and of the national origin of the
inhabitanta; fhird, the partlcular institutions whieh

| Jtheee inbabitants have set up. The first of these is
f::ﬁthe 1hstitution of the fanily, which contsains the
Z;fembryp of evexy other institution. From it all other

i;inStltutions deVGlOPed as they took over some of 1ts

'funntions.

'




When this study vaa“qqﬁpleted the author felt
hesitanf'to drgﬁ generéi ubnaiusions. However, there
are many sugéestions which arise from a descriptive
study and these will be more and more apparent as
similar studles are made.

In eollecting the aatual materisl used as a basis
for this study 1t was heoessary to utilize information
gollected through pe rsonal interviews with a great many
people, visits to typlesl branches of each institution,
and studies of any 1nformation'alrééay available; sueh
ag reports end doeuments, and the United States Census.

iIﬁ.wés'hbpad in fhéréérly weeks of the study that e

'“great dsel of valueble data whiech had been collected by
gtudents of soeiology. in past years mlght be used.
Unfortunately most of this materisl was either out of
date or unreliable. These reports did, however, indi-
eate possible fields to be considered.

This study ineludes, in at least & general way,

most of the institutions except the loesal government.

Th _ggthor:does not intend to suggest that the insti-

tntlchs,d; 5gyernment ére less important than others,

: pacu11ar to the eommunity gtudied. Where the loeal
:government enters into the field of the other insti-

vi
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It may be well at this point %o say that the author
has ineluded in. this thesis studies of a great many
branches of }nstitutions. It has been necessary to spend
mueh timé visiting various organizations gnd personé.

“he flrst difficultlies ﬁere met in the absenee of com-
plete eensus data. It happens that the United States
Buresu of the Census compiles & great many data for
eities over 25,000 but very little for eities below
that size. Many of the charts, readily compiled for

larger elties, are indispensable for eomplete treatment.

There was, then, no alternative except to aolleat every
fact given“ih the census end, by working'with these
'féﬁﬁa, to eonstruet eharts of age groups, marrisge
groups, industrisl workers, and raclsl groups. It was

necessary to examine o0ld town records as new town

records. “The local newspaper did not prove to be the

mine of information hoped for even after some time was

spent on it.
The problem of what to inelude and what %o leave

out was Tiot immedlately solved. For example, some

peafﬁéré*hbld tbhat, In connection with a study of the A4
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these records ylelded nothing of value. It is lmpos-

Fb'§ §B §§;l from en anslysis of the divorece reecords




The author visited every posslble gathering Which
might hold some materisl for his thesis. He worked in
the campalgn headquarters of one of the loeal partieé
dﬁring the s%ate electlions. He has been to an Italian
wedding feast, and & gnest at an Italien neighborhood
eelebration. He has visited Itallans and Polish homes
near the river and in South Farms. He has talked with
the various town officers, with representatives of
banks, and other businesses, charitlies, manufacturing
plants, schools, churches, and with laborers. It has
been necessary to omit a great deal of interesting
information, some because 1% wés not applieable fto-
this stundy, and_sqme because 1t seems inadvisable to
include anything whieh cannot be verified.

This information wes for the most part noted in
a earé'lndex file, which now contains some 1,500 fact
cards besides some 450 index cards. Each eard holds a
rerticular fact whieh may represent & whole train of
thought, each is duly filed and ready for future

5referenee. In eonelusion the author wishes %o point

'dﬁfftﬂétmﬁhe epplication of laboratory procedure to
Jaqqldlgéy.is.new end difficult.

Itfis hoped that this thesis will not be con-
-aidered ‘o be the final word on Middletown, but that
‘so1 1se'w111 continue with the study. It 1s

YELL
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\ | GHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY

The Value gg The Study

The value of & study of the type outlined is
chiefly sociological, with economic factors correlated
to complete thé‘picture and explain the motives.
Unfortunately;_thié.field of research has too often
been neglectéd”and the only well known simillhr treat-
ment of %this sort ls found in the Lynds' MIbDLETOWN.

This is a study of a North Central City (Muhcle,
Indisna) with a population of 35,000. The MIDDLETOWN

of the Lynds was chosen %o confofm with certain
selected standards: (1) A eity of the 25,000 - 50,000
"s;oﬁp; (2) A oity as nearly self-contained as possible;

(3)“; 8mall negro and foreign-born population. It was

1f°5§ ﬁhe Lynds that these specifications wounld
;;;fﬁerﬁroblem, for a city of this slze is small
nou8h¢tQ £é'éﬁud1ed from many aspects; while the
1m1natidh?0;‘cities with negro or foreign-born
ould greatly lessen the difficulties.

I
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This survey of MIDDLETOWN cannot be adjusted to
apply to Middlatown, Connegticut. In the first place,
our Middletown 1s a clty slightly under 26,000 and for

this reason much of the data compiled by the United
States Bureau of the Census for cities the gize of
muhcig are not avamilable, lforeovar, ﬁhile there is
wonly a small negro population, we have & sizable grdup
of foreign-born, and a larger group of children of
foreign-born parents; .This difficulty is common to
Connectidut cities in general, and to the extent that
Middletown ig like the others this survey is ap-
plicable to them. Like the Lynds' this thesis will

desl with a functional study of the contemporary life

of this specific American community.
The City of _'Iggddletown

4 gocioclogical and economic survey of
Middletown, Conneaticut invol&es 8 comprehension and
&n analysis of the relationshiﬁs which are common to
the inhabitants of this city and the situations with
Whlg?,fhey\find themselves confronted, In thia
thééiéign effort is made to approach samch of the
&dﬁOfafqi community orgenization separately, relat-

them to the community as a whole.




In its earliest beginnings Middletown was a
primary community, charscterized by Ilntimate face-to-
face éontaots énd direct intersction of each of its
members. The social stimuli were direct, end it was a
true community in the sense that it was a self-
sufficing social group. As the ﬁopulation inaresasged
the indlvidual families ceased performing some of the
functions; economioé protective, religlious, educational,
and recreatlional, and delegated the responsibility to
community associastions and institutions. Polige,
churches, schools, end recreatlonal centers were among
the first to appesar, but the familises sﬁili retained
some responsibility for the training.

In atstudy of Middletown,rtherefore, we must
first survey the members of the,doﬁmunity, determining
Vtheir origin and background, after which we may proceesd
to a study of the family 1life and the institutions and

aggoclations created by these people.




Middletown ls an industrial and commercial oity
of 24,554 inhsbitents, loocated in Middlesex County,
Connecticut, on the west bank of the Connsctiocut River.
It is situated on fhe air line between New York and
Bogston, one hundred miles from New York, and ls.half—
way between the neighhoring cities of New Haven and
Hartford. ‘ i

At Middleftown, the Connectiocut valley nerrows
and the river cuts through two cliffs to find ife way
to Saybrook and the Sound, the valley}obﬁtinuing on-
ward to New Haven. The:original'township;-which'was L
16 miles east to west and 9 miles north and south, . |
included Chatham, Portlsasnd, Cromwell, Middlefield and
gome of Berlin. Today its size is resduced, roughly,
to 11 by 4 miles with a total area of town and city of
4R.6 square miles.

The terrsin is generally rough, rising to six
loogpéible heights the tallest of which is 940 feet
“b°7§3§§a level, with that part of the city along the 1
) The

wh;phfwas originally wooded except directly

he banks of the river, is now generally cleared,

P 1¢ the elty proper is used for dairy farming




The center of the city i1s looated at the
north-west part.of the township and expands from there
with the homes beooming further separated and finally
~developing into farms on the outskirts of the itown.

The central part of the clity is élong the bank
of the Connectlout with that portion closest to the
river, the lowest pért of the town, occupled by-poor
dwellings in whioh the Itsllan part of the population
lives. About six hundred feet from the riverfront,
and parsllel with,it runs Meln Streat where the stores
and office buildings are located, and continuilng from
there vy the hill the living ;onditions are entirely
different from those below Main Street, for in this
vicinity we find comfortable single family homes with
well kept lawns whidh gradually become spaced farther
apart until on the outskirts of the city we f£ind the
beginning of suburban housing end farm land. It is in
the southerly direction that the town is expanding.

_Dﬂellings are slowly replacing farms; and schools and

‘othé; facilities are being built.

| - Looated within the boundaries of the township
h?eé.mgjgr institutions which are not generally
dfﬁthe.life of the commﬁnity. One of these is
%8%e Hospital for the Insane which is situated

mlle;gouth-east of the city proper and covers

6o
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& largé tract of land. ﬁp the hill westward and about
half a8 mile from Main Street is the canmpus of Wesleyan
University. South-west from the University, and a dis-
“tance of.half & mile from it, are the portals of the
Long Tane Farm, a gtate institution for wayward girls.
The borders of the city proper dre not ~sharply

deflned but gradually fede off in the directions

indicated.

Temperature and Rainfall

The natural liﬁitations of climate and mols-
ture determine the éulture of inhebitants to & great
degres. In Middletown the average tanperature'for
the past fifteen years has been 50 degrees (PF), with
the average temperaturs during the summer being 70
degrees and for the winter 28 degrees. It is rare,

 indesd, for the thermometer to rise above 100 or to
fg;l below zero, butrthis range provides conditions
vhiqh eonform to the most efficient human power.
Bllawoxth Huntington, the geographer, states that

an poger is more efficient where the temperatures

"gdmewhat noticeably from day to day.

A B i




temperature 1s rather more stimulating than a rise, if
the fall amounté to as much as four degrees%

-The humidity is ordinarily between 70 and 76
ver cent of saturation, and the rainfall over the past
fifteen years nas averaged 4£ inches per year. A re-
cent calcoulation over a 70 year yperiod, 1869 to 1933,
shows the mesan annual precipitation to be 46.5 inches.
In the past the rivers provided power for industry but
today this harnessed energy has been largely supplanted
by steam and electricity. The watershed of the M%.
‘Higby Reservoir contains B.05 square miles and provides

one and one-half million gallons of water every twenty—

four hours for home and industrial purposes.

History of Middletown

liddletown is situated in the great central
valley about twenty miles in width, which is drained by
the Connecticut River as far south as iddletown where
the stream, just below the city, forces an outlet be-
twoen two encroaching cliffs and pursues its way to
the Sound at Saybrook, while the valley extends south-

2
want to New Haven. The territory in which Middletown

— - ——— i

1. Ellsworth Huntington, Civilization and Climate

. 8rd editlion, 1934, pp. 141-147.

LE glogander Johnston Connecticut. Cambridge, 1887,
. L} .




1
is situated was called by the Indisns, Iattabeseck ,

which means "a carrying place, or portage"™. In Algonquin,
Conneoticut, means the "long tidal stream," or the "river

with the long tide,"™ referring to the rise and fall of
o

the river as far up as Hartford.

As early as 1639 there is & record of the action

of the General Court concerning the Indians here as
3
follows:

"The menifold insolenoyes that have beene |
offered of late by Indisns, putt the Courst L
in mind of that w'ch hath been too long i
neglected, viz; the execution of justics o
vpon the former murtherers of the English {
and 1% was uppon serious consideracon znd ‘
debate thought necessary and accordingly i
detemined, that some spesdy course be i
taken herein, and for effecting hereof it
was coacluded that 100 men be levyed anad
sent down where severall guilty persons
reside and haue been harbored by Soheage,
notwithstand ing all means by way of per-
suationl haune besne formerly used to him
for surrendering them upp into or hends:
and it is thought f£it that these counsells y
be imparted to or friends at uinnipi{ocke)* :
that prvition may be made for the safety of i
the new plantacons, and upon their joynt .
consent to preede or desist.” :

* New Haven

Though thers were settlements above and below

Mnttubeseck the nostile attitude of the Indiens hers 1

bPrfevented the influx of settlers. However, it appears

1. Variously Spelled "Mattabeseck," "Lattabesett,"

8 g?d "uttabesget . ' il

. ephen Jenkj_ns' Phe Q14 -t P - ‘ .
York, 1913, p. 239, Boston Post Rord. Naw

8+ DBeers, A Hist i
L or i 1 .
Hew York, 1864'¥ ?fegfddlssex County, Comnecticust. i




probable that in 1646 steps had been taken toward a
1

settlement here.
In 1650 and in 1673 purchases were made 1rom
the native owhers, the Indizns, who gave to Governor

g of Comnecticut six miles on each bank of the
&
river.

Hayne.
On the western slopes of the Great Rive;, over-
looking the Big Bend, lay the Indian village of
Mattabeseck, the stronghold of Sowheeg, whose ftepee-
cagtle stood on the rise beyond the present business
section of Hiddletown. The ancient burying place of
the royal family continues t0 be known as Indian Hill.
Here graves were opened in 1808 &nd three hodies
found? One brave, a aschem, perhaps, still sst
wrapped in his blanket, upon his knees two small
brass bowls which, it is thought, had been filled with
corn And beans for his sustenance on the long journey
to the House of Kiehtan.

As has been said, Sowhesg sold the land at

the bend to Governor Haynes of Hertford in 1650, and

further property was acquired from Sepunnemo by

1. History of Middlesex County, p. 63.
Clark, A Wistory of Conmmecticut states, "4 com-
?ittee was appointed In March, 1650, to explore
thtabesset, énd it reported that fifteen fami-
lﬁgg might get & living there, snd in Hovember,
e, plenters from Wethersfisld, Hartford, and

" 61R nnd established the settlement of Middletown."

. ark, A History of Connecticut, p. 240,

3. Allis, é.ps.ﬂ,ﬂecti'cu't*“m“r‘ilog',;?; - New York, 19%4, p. 197.




1l 2
samuel Wyllys in 1762, but a reservation was provided on

the west side of the river in the neighborhood of New-
field, where the Indians had had a cemetary previous to
the settlement of the English among them. The Wangunks
remained for some time in Middletown and Chatham, where
they lived on three separate reservations. In 1764,
while the tribe still numbered between 30 and 40, only
two squaws with their three cghildren remained. One of
these, Mary Cuschoy, was the wife of the last sachem of

the tribe., She had been for sane time supported by the
3
town.

The town of Mattabeseck was represented in
the General Court in the autumn qf 1652, and in 1653,
"the General Court further approved that the name of
the plantation commonly called HMattabeseck, should for

time to come be called Middletown." This name is be-
4
lieved to ba copied from some town in England, but may

be so named since it was half way between the colonies
5
of Hartford and Saybrook, Middletown, when estab-

lishod 1in 1653, was the first connecting link between
6
the up-river towns and Saybrook down the river.

1. Allis, A Connesticut Trilogy, New York, 1934, p. 197.

B. Histor '
3. e y ol MiddTesex County, p. 63,

4. 1Ibid.

g. Tzzogld Eoston Post Road, p. 240,
. B » The Conneciicut River and the Vall
gonneoticutl, Tew York, 1906, p. 80. Aoy of e

10.
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11.

The first town record, bearing the date of
February 1, 1652, provides for the building of &
meeting-hovse twenty feet square located upon the green,
and to be surrounded by palisades% The settlement of
the town was divided. Where two small streams flow in-
to the Connecticut a cluster of dwellings sprang up 1

which were known as The Upper Houses until incorporated
2

ag Cromwell in 1851. Centered around the spot where

liiddletown's broad Main Street meets Washington were

L

the Lower Houses. The earliest comers located them-

saelves along the present Main Street, north of

Washington Street and near the meeting house yard.

They kept close together for mutuval protection and
3

lived within their stockeads. :

§

The colonists, who came chiefly from

Wethersfield and the HKassachusetts colony, as well as
from the previously settled towns glong the river such
a3 Hnrtferd, were deeply religious and here, &s in all

Puritan settlements, the pivot of soclety was the

ohurgh.

é- ghg 013 Boston Post Road, p. 241.
- 4 Connecticut Trilogy, Dp- .

3. Toig BY, p- 197




"The first religious services were held be-
neath a great elm, and nearby a lieeting-house,
surrounded by palisades, was soon erected....
The Tower Houses possessed the keeting to the
dissatisfaction of the Upper Houses which wished
to do so. When in 1669 a new liseting was voted
they proposed to have 1t and a pretty sguabble 1
resulted. PFinelly the matter was compromised.”

But religion held no tenets, in these early
days, egainst traffic in slaves. Soon-after the
settlement & lucrative trade was established with the
West Indies, the chief export being agricultural
produnets and building materials. In return rum,
glaves, sugar and molasses were brought by the sea
captauins. By 1756 this trade had grown so rapidly
anid the town had become so prosperous that it.had the
lurgest popnulation of any of the eighty¥hree muniol-
palities in the state, there being five thousand
inhubitants within the town's limits. This is gquite
dstounding when we realize that Boston at this time
hud only fevwe thousand citizens, and New York twenty-
three thousang.

Thig gseafaring business began in the winter
0f 166Y-1670 and soon became the most important in-
duotry of the place, their being several shipyards,
fopewulks, and similiar establishments of a nsuticsl
nature. Iiddletown was s seaport, and before the
Revolution, carried on an extensive and lucrative

. —

1. A Connectiout Trilogy, pp. 197-198.

8. The Boston Tost Raod, p. 241,

e
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13.

trade with the West Indies. After that conflict, a
coasting trade With New York and other places was
establ ished; and this lasted until the shutting down

of the brown-stone quarries at Portlesnd, on the other

side of the river.
0f the twenty-two sea captains from

1riddletown before the Revolution, three were in the

slave trade, Captains Walker, Gleason and Easton.

The last nemed was one of the most successful slave-

dealers of his time: he would talke droves of negroes

to New Hampshire and Vemmont, when the market was
' 1

dull in Connecticut, and exchange them for horses.

Today the town resembles a decayed seaport, |
und if we take a stfoll along Water Street, we may I
8t111 see some of the remains of the old wharfs and i
shipyards.

iAfter the Revolution KMiddletown began to

2
brwich out inte the industrisl field. By the middle

of the nineteenth century mills were numerous on
the brooks and streams tributary to the river, pro-
duoing various small wares--ingenious and very use-
ful "Yunkee notions" with machines and machinery.

But 80 firm & reliance did the inhabitants have

é. Aagiggqggﬂgg Connecticut, p. 156.
. more complste trestment 26
Egonomic Institutions. Pt see section on




14.

upon the ancient river highway that, when & railroad

was planned to connect New Haven with Boston, the in-~
habitants oovposed its building with all the power at

the ir commang,on the score of its "noige, dust, and

d iscomfort.” Tater, however, they realized their

misteke and asgisted the building of the Air T.ine sand

its bridge across the river. Then followed the Civil h

War and the coumplete destructiocn of the maritime trade

of the Unifed States. Kiddletown's trade was gone,

80 the city has since paid atbtention to its manu-
factures, with the result that a large proportion of il
foreign-born entered its population. i

Today, a city of 25,000 inhabitants (incor- it

2
porated as a city in 1784 ), Middletown is connected

Y AR TR i

with its neighbors, New Haven, Hartforad, Springfield,

CT e

und Hew York, by improvea highways.

With all her increase in manufacturing and 1

other evidences of "modern civilization" Middletown
has retalned much of her originel scenic beauty.

Perched on land that gently rises from the great bend

in the Connecticut River, the city looks eastward to
8 Bteop-walled gorge where the river cuts its way to
8aybrook end the sea. The streets are lined with

bosutiftul shade trees which, combined with spacious

lawns, ada rare grace gnd beauty to its appearance. éﬁ

. ——

f}- 018 Boston post Road, p. 242,
'+ History of iiddlesex county,




CHAPPER II

POPUTATION

Composgsition and Comparison

The poﬁulation of Middletown is often con-
gldered by its inhabitants to be abnormally foreign
in character, and in order to test the validity of
this opinion it is deemed advisable to proceed at
ounce to an snalysis of the existing situation by com-
puring this city with other Connecticut cities, as
only by such an analysis can we expect to get a true
ploture of the community. To compsre eny city with
the entire state, or even with an entire county, or
swpeclally with & whole geographic division such asg
New Fngland, is of no particular value inasmuch as
the whole rural-urban population problem at once
brings in complicating factors and it ig more im-
portunt for us to know that we have a Hypical
Conneoticut 0ity then to know how it compares with
How Englund. For this reason the cities of Norwich,
Torrington, Vest Hartford, and West Haven were chosen

and ocertuin comparisons made with lieriden.

15.




It will be noted at once that 8 negro problem
is almost non~eiistent_in all of these citieslthe highest
percentage of that race found in any during the last
twenty years being 2.6% in Norwich in 1910. Middletown's
native white population of ?5.4%813 between the extremes

of the selected cities, us is the foreign-borm popula-

~

tion of 23.7%.

Whereas these figures would clearly indicate a
prevonderance of native white population in Hiddletown
4s in other Connecticut cities, the analysis might be
mlsleading unless an sccount is taken of that propor-
tion of the city's inhebitants making up the so-celled
"foreign element". 4 summary of the combingd totals
of tirst gnd Second generation foreign-born shows
that Lilddletown's 43.69 1ig only slightly less than
that of Norwich, Torrington, or Heriden. It woulg
loen then that 'iddletown Is remarkably like her
ulunter Connecticyt cities @s far as racial composition
i wonverned singse the Italliens and Poles together

Goustitute more thap half of 11 the foreign-born here,

s - —

1. Ecr onmplete dats gee Appendix 1.

B, Hutive whiten indicates white bersons born in the
Unitea States.

8. Children of forelegn and mixeq parents take the
glaaaifiaation O0f the father @xcept where the
t;:her 18 native upg the mother jig foreign-born,

R @ogording tg the country of birth of mother.

16.




lr?I

' 1 -
just &9 they do in each of the other three cities, al- "l

though in two of the other three the Polish population
is somewhat more numerous than is the Itslian, while

in Middletown the Itelisns outnumber the Polish popula-

tion by four hundred.

S

Growth

The difficulty and danger involved in com-

a
paring/geographic unit with s larger geographic unit

has ulready been noted and there is still another mis-

leading factor in the case of this particular city.

lllddletown hed a duel system of govemment untii after
the census of 1980, which was subsequently eliminated
before the 1950 census was taken. This in turn re-
sulted in the compilation of two separate charts of
populution figures, one for the city of liiddletown,
and unother for the Town of Iiddletown. 'The Town of
Hlddletown in most vrevious records conteined the ecity
&8 wall as the outskirts, so it is with thst that we

Bre ohlefly interested.

Middletowvn's growth over a period of the last

hundred yeers hasg been remarkably constant, the rate
2
0L growth belng somewhat eccelersted since 1880. I%

haa Rrown from g city of five thouseand in 1800 to =

9Lty of neurly twenty-five thousand at present.

——

"1,' Bee Appenaix 2.

s Bos A
;‘hrﬂ?pendix 3 for cheart of ropulation each ten
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while no figures are avallable for Liddletown on races q 0
at the vime of the first population cengus, the populse- E
tion of the state was 90% English and the remainder al-

most entirely Scotch-Trish. The population of :

1"igaletown was very likely made up in much the same
1 _
WEY o

The town erew rapldly in the first century of

its exlstence. In 1756 the population was 5,664, making

it the largest town in the state. Norwich came next

with 5,540, followed by New Haven with 5,085, while

Haorsford boasted only 3,027. By 1774 Middletown had

lost its position as first in size, and its population

wa3 reduced to 4,870, although it is very possible

M TR e T | T e

thet insceurscies in enumeration account for some of

this loss. The growth of New Haven as a seaport for ;

the Vest Tndies trade, and of Horwich as an esarly

il

manifacturing center, account for the growth of these

two clties to the first rank, while Hartford was then .

o T

the equal of }iddletown. It must be noted, however,
thnt the fipures until 1860 are for the "eity" of

Middletown and not for the city and town, and it is

likely thrt any appuarently erratic growth of the city
during the earlier years is largely due to the con-
funed fom of the original figures. It is not certain

— e

i
. S Cantury of Population Growth, Tnited States
sumus Buresn, 1901, table 86.




that the census refers to the same unit of govermnment
at all times, and it is possible that such places as
Cromwell and lilddlefield, which later separated from
liiddletown, 1f dropped from the early enumerations,
mighf make the graphs show & much more regular growth.
It is also to be noted that since 1860 the
vopulation of the town section of Middletown has grown
more rapidly thaﬁ has the city section% The newcomers
have tended to settle in the city first and to spread
into the ountlying regions later. In general, Middle-
town has grown since 1850_at a rate which seems to be
ubout the same as the growth of Connecticut teken as a

whole.
The City Dominates the County

It is interesting to compare the growth of
"iddletown with that of liiddlesex County, in which the
¢lty is located. There is a prevalent idea that the
functlion of the county in its relation to the people
la sBlowly being usurped by the town government, and
atatlstics seem to corroborste this idea. In 1900 the
POpulation of Middlesex County was 47,761 while that

°f the oity ang tovn of liiddletown was 17,486 (about
41.3%),

Q9unty,

In 1910 there were 45,637 people in the

of whom 20,749 lived in the Middletown unit

e v — e -

;n 8e¢ LAppendix 3.
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(about 45.4% of the total). In 1920 the percentage rose
to over 46%, and in 1930 to 48.6%. This would seem %o
bear out the contention that the county is slowly being
centralized in liddletown and will doubtless have some

effect on the type of government here.

The Foreign-Born

As we have seen, the original population of
lilddletown was largely English and Scotoeh~Irish. This
gcondition continued until about the decade 1870-1880
when the first wave of immigrants began to pour into
lilddletown. 1In iB?O the forelgn-born poprulation was
mogtly Irish, English, German, with a few from
Awiltzerland .and Poland% The greatesat influx of
Ttalians and Poles coming immediately sfter 1890 and
continuing until about 1910, so that we may antiocipate,
with the stoppage of the stream of immigration, that
6 time zoes on the foreign-born populationzwill shift
further into the old age groups &nd diminisk in size,
Ut the same time thet the second generation forelign
temuine about gonstant and an absolute increase will
be found in the pe rcentage of Americen born whites.
This Prediction for the future is born out not only

i theory, but &ctually began about 1910.

;: izudy of birth records.
Present there are more than twenty countries

o
nnﬁrgsented- See Appendix 4 for number in 1st
4 generations.

20,
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Inability to read or write any language has
decreesed for the entire city since 1910 and the decline
is chiefly in the group of foreign-born. In 1910 the
iliiterate, as in 1920, were chiefly among the foreign-
bornlbut decreased at the later date from 11% of the
wiole city population over ten years to 7.9% of the
sane group. This constituted almost six per cent of
the entire population of the city, or approximately
the same percentage as for the state of Oonnecticuﬁ%

In 1930 illitermacy for the group over ften years of
uge deoreased to 6.7% or 5.5% of the entire population.

Such & stetement of population statistiocs
und englysis as has been given above leaves out at
loast two very important factors in a soclologlcal

or economic survey; they are the consideration of the

dlvision of population into sex and age groups.
Sex and Age Groups

The population of the cilty of iliddletown
Wuy be divided into its 11,860 meles and 12,694
fomules, or & ratio of 93.4 males per 100 females,
“8 compured to the ratio of the entire state of 99.4.
The lumediute interpretation of these figures and the

“ouclusion that ifiddletown has & smell proportion

K ?;; Appendix 5.
‘ . tit°r30y in Conneeticut (1920) was 5.8% of
°tel populetion.
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males among 1its population is migleading when con-
sidered alone as will be seen immediately upon exami-
netion of thé age groups in which the sexes appear.
For this purpose a graph indicating age location of
the sexes islneeded, gand this graph is incorporated in
the Anpendix.

It ig found Shat the population of Middletown
;5 sbnomally constant in the age groups from ftwenty-
five to forty-five and that whereas we would normally
exvect to find a decrease in numbers in progressive
age groups, the population in gach remains constant 1in
211 ceses up to forty-five years and in some actually
increases, but from fo rty-five years upward there is
& normel curve with & larger base? On the other hand,
whereas one would anticipate finding the largest per-
centage of the population in that group under five
years of ege, it is found that this group is smaller
thun is any other group until we get to the twenty-
five to %wenty-nine group. If, then, the normal
ruvages of sickness and accldent take thelir annual
death %011, and if the population is not replenished
from some outside supply, it is certain that the pop-
ulution of Ifiddletown would tend to decrease rather
thun to grow in the next years. There is, however,

“ome evidence to indicate that the population is

—— ey m ——
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gee Appendixes 6, 7, 8, and 9.
8¢ Appendix 7.




replenished from time 4o time with outsiders as there

Ay Lot
i no swvdden decline in the birth rate in the last

1
twenty years.

lioreover, it is true that the smell infant
population of the city is to be noticed among the
native whiteszas well as among the foraign—born?

This is & situation typical of cities in genersl.

The top-like graph of the foreign-born in
1liddletown shows a remarksably consistent increase in
percentage of population in each group up to and 1ln-
cluding the thirty-five to fourty-four group and &an
equally regular decrease from there upward. There
are certain circumstances which could explain this
und which the author believes to be the correct ones.
Particularly importent ils the fact that the stream of
immigretion was cut off in about 1910 so tﬁat the
youngest part of the more or less constant stream
urrived here some twenty-five years ago. Since that
time we have been through & period of war which would
normel ly be non-inducive of immigration, &nd more re-
cently the advantages of lmmigration to this country
t8ve steadily decreased. In the groups above fourty-

four the normel decrease by death is apparent.

g, 2% 4ppendix 10.
: 8¢ Appendix 8.

3ee Appendix 9.
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To return for & moment to the genersl situation il
in this city it is well %o conslider the csuses of |
regularity in the twenty-five to fqﬁ?ty-four age groups.
In this group wage-sarners, particularly industrial

wage-earners, are found and, of course, an industrial

city quite naturally attracts labor in this age group.

But this again neglects some important factors, for the

Temale population in this group exhibits slmost iden-

tically the same characteristics as does the male. It

ls therefore apparent that one explanation might be

that the market for female labor is large in this city,

end it will be shown in a later section that this is

actually the case.
Inter-City Communities

With such a large percentage of the population

in the productive industrial-workers age group the

guestion of housing becomes sn important one. This
1

Will be dealt with particularly under another section

1

but, Sufficezéor the present, there are a number of

Inter-city communities which have arlisen. For the
o3t part the Irish, German, snd English inhabitants
live in the one family type of house on the west side
°f High Street, the Italians are to be found chiefly
°l the east side of Main Street but in the last

t .
Venty-five years it is pogsible to detect & movement

1. see Families.




in the general direction of High Street. Whereas
formerly they were located in sdA ﬁ%nse district in
the vicinity of Rapallo Avenue, near the Esilroad
Station, the Italien section now extends slohng the
river to the north end of the town, westward to the
Berlin road, and then south to Liberty Street; making
an "L'. Thelr diffuslion hasg been slow, particularly
so since they generally -come from the same city in
Sicily and speak the same dislect so that they do not
feel the need to learn Bhglish. The Pollsh Inhabi-
tents are generally loaated in a district at the south
end of Main Street and are then to be found scattered
out to South Farms which vicinity is particularly
available to those of the population engaged in the
Russell Company factory there. It will be noticed
that the Irish, German, and English inhabitants do
not exhibit the same tendencies %o colonize as do the
Itsliansg and Poles, who have taken over almost en-
tirely that district south of Mein Street which was
fashionable in the f£irst hslf of the nineteenth
Century and continued to be considered a good section
until almost the end of the century.

There is one other community in the eclty
which must certainly be mentioned--the commmunity of
lesleyan University. This group consists of some Six

hundred students and their professors. The students

&5.
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live almost entirely in one college community with ‘
little relation to the rest of the city. They are 4
foreign, with & few exceptions, to the municipal ity .
and take very 1ittle interest in it or its inhabitants.

{
he group is nearly self-contained, providing ifts own i

dormitories, eating places and a store, so that such

forays as are made "downtowa" are in search of amuse-

ment or purchases of such natiure as not provided in

the immediate community. The mere statement of "going

T

downtown" is an indication of the general sttitude of

exploring something alien to most students, anad like- Jg

wise the expression "the boys on the hill" indicates
the relation the community holds to them. These

students are not numbered among iiiddletown's popula- : !

tion and cannot be held accountable for any peculiar-

ity in the age group distribution.

Summarg

It is seen, then, that Middletown is a npormal
Connecticut city with a relatively large proportion

of its population found in the forelgn groups, but

with little or no negro population, and that the clty,

¥hile not growing as rapidly as some of its neighbors,

kus none the less continued a steady growth over the

lust seventy-five years. Its population has shifted

f
Tom & northern to a southern Buropean tinge and with
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it we find the coming of certain districts or com-
munities within the city. ‘the population of
liiddletown is largely concentrated in the age groups

of industrisl workers and this characteristic is common
to both sexes. lioreover, the inflowing stream of
foreign population hes been shut off here, while at the
same time there is & large population of second-

generation foreigners in the city.

'
i
i
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CHAPTER II1

THE FANITY

Definition

The discussion in the following pages will
be concerned with the families in lliddletown. The
term "femily" &s it 1s used in the tabulatiocn of the
results of the 1930 census is limited in the main to
what might be called private famillies, excluding
the institutions and hotel or boarding house groups.
A family may, therefore, be defined in generel as a
group of persons related either by blood or by
merriage or adoption who live together &s one house-
hold, usually sharing the same table%

It is interesting to notice that in
lliddletown one may trace the evolution of the family
from its primaery type toward the assoclative type,
but this evolution has hal ted before reaching the
8xtremes found in certain of the larger cities.

1. United States Census (1930), Families,
Introduction.

28.
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li1ddletown families are monogamous, and to some extent

patriarchal groups. They always have been.

Evolutlon in this City

To trace the evolution of the family in this
city, it is importent to consider the history that has
necsessiteted, or at least promnted, the shift in
family life. It was s?ttled by a group rather than by
& single hardy pioneer”and for this reason it might be
expected that absolute primery families, by which 1is
meant groups in which the family provides for every
function of life, would not be found here. However,
in its earliest period, up until at least 16563, there
‘were no more then fifty settlers in the whole of
llattabeseck, ag it was then called, and the family
performed, in at least a genersl way, all of the
functions of procreation, food and shelter, protec-
tion, and behavior ftraining.

This small population in an ares of sbout
otle hundred fifty squere miles, wes certainly not
erowded. [Dach femily was in itself & productive and
4 consumptive community. Every family provided its
own food, shelter, and protection in ordinery times,
bud continued to do so up until about 1655 wheil the
Tirst jndustry sppeared here which was, incidentally,
& flour and gruin mill.

lo




It ﬁould appear that we are justified in bregk-
ing the development cf the family in liiddletown into
three periods, which we shall arbitrarily select as that
from its first settler by 1650 until 1655, which is
marked by the absolute independence of each family: the
second period of from 1655 to 2bout 1875 is marked by
the slow developmment of interdependency of families
without much community activity; and the third period,
from 1875 %to the present which hes witnessed the par-
ticipation of the organized community in practically
g1l of the sctivities of the original family group.
"Practically" is used advisedly as the family still
performs certain of the primary functions here.

It is not necessgry to take the time to
develop the degree of independence found in the first
period, as that is more or less obvious. ZEach family
hnecessarily grew its own food, cut its own wood, reared
its own children, and protected itself as best it could.
But in the second period, from about 1655 to 1875, we
lotice a rapid growth of popul&tion% Provision was
ade for the community to share with certain other
Surrounding toﬁns the services of a bonesetter.

I1illers, blacksmiths, and & ferry-man st the river
“Ppeared in quick suceession. By 1680 the first

——mn e b —

L+ Population in 1875--11,500. See Population.
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ship operation in trade was begun. It was in this
period (lBlQ) that Middletown begen to branch out on
her indﬁstrial career. In 1850 the industrial shops
were still smell with only one plant employing as many
8s eighty men.

I% is in thiws second period that we find
ind ividgual members of the family employed outside of
the nhome, with the result that each family no longer
provided every article of its own needs. It was still
not uncommon for the woman of the household to spin
and weave certain articles of apparel, and she prepared
nll the food herself. The first churches had appeared,
but the family prayer-hook remained an ingtitution of
the home. Children were given their elementary educa-
tion in the home throughout most of the period, al-
though some schooling was possible in the community
grade school. Recreation on & commercial basis had
hardly appeared. Barn dances and family parties to
vhich the neighbors were invited were the order of the
day.

In the immediate period, with which we are
most concerned, we note that Middletown families are
relying on the community more and more. Commercial
entertainment of various sorts is the common thing.
The family-prayer book has gone the way of the old
Tamily bucket. The churches have taken over whatever

r .
eligion is formslly practiced. Education has been

Sl.




agssumed by the qumunity supported schools. Drotectlion
is decidedly 8 comﬁﬁnity ectivity with c¢ity police ang
fire departments. Employment is glmost entirely out-
side of the home Iin fectories or other places of
business. A4s a result the husband is seldom home for
&1l of the meals, and, if the wife is similarly em-
ployed, family life must necessarily be confined to
evenings. It is safe to say that the family homelife
common in the preceeding two periods is no longer found
oxcept anong those classes where commercial entertein-
ment is too expensive and it is interesting to note in
this connection that some of the foreign families con~
tinue the practice of large family parties, which
neighborhood gatherings correspond more closely than
anything else to the New England barn dance groups.
Whereas this would sesem to show to what an
extent the femily life here has changed toward that
now characteristic of large cities, let us remember
that in ifiddletown births, deaths, &nd merrisges are
Still & matter of general concern. A neighborly
feeling is apparent which is not found in larggr
Gities. Residents amile and speak when they meet each
cther on the street and politics are very personal

indeeq.




In Middletown the phenomenon of depression
has tended, particularly among the foreign fimilies,
to result in s breakdown of the family group. The son
and daughter are freguently urged to leave home and
when stranded in another c¢ity it 1s difficult indeed to
got the other members of the family to send money_to
brihg them back. The varents apparently prefer to have

them out of their care.

Femily Groups

After this general introduction we now return
to & more specific inspection of the family conditions
in Middletown. There are 8,710 males in the c¢ity over
fifteen years of age, of which number 41.6%2are single
&nd 53.1% are merried, on the cther hand, there are
9,449 females here over fifiteen years of age with
37.5% of them single and 51.1% married. Since there
are 4,626 married males snd 4,882 married females to
be Tound igiiéiﬁﬁiiﬁgs that there are about five
thouvsund married couples in the oityzand these on an

bverage have two children.

%. Liiss Godwin, Family Welfare Associet ion.
%- See Ap?endix 11.
+ 4,794 {see below).
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The Marrimge Ceremony

The metho@ of performing the marritge ceremony
varies from the commonplace legal service to tie pic~
turesque custom of the Italian and Follish marriages.
Admong the Italisn population a marriage 1e the cause
for much decorating of homes snd automobiles and is
accompanied by & great desl of riding sbout the city
in the draped vehicles and peying visits to friends.
This interesting custom is probably the result of
their Sicilisn heritage for in that place the trip to
the bride's home is often a tedious one, and the op-
portunity to visit friends locsted in that vicinity
is not to be lightly passed by. 45 & result, we get
the custom carried over to this city with the per-
formence just mentioned.

In 2n Itslien home the marriasge of & daoughter
means at least one complete day of festivities. In a
typical case the engaged couple snd their families
attend church on the night before the ceremony and
the next morning the service is performed at the
church. The many relatives and other friends proceed
@fter the ceremony on the visits about the city, and
in the evening ull gather at the home of the bride's
barents for dancing angd refreshments. The evening
1s & hilarious one for the guests, but often the

brige's mother, sand sometimes the father too, give
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vent to their emotions in the form of tears. In the
late evening the newly married couple depart for &
wedding trip, and this move linmediately marks the end

of the wedding festivities.
The Dwelling

Once the marrisge has been performed to the
satisfaction of all concemed, the problem of meving
to a home becomes the immediste one. As has been pre-
viougly pointed out, if the bride and groom are English,
German, Irish or American, the probability is very
great that they will move into a single house on the
west side of High Street. Tf Ttalisn they will
probably locate somewhere in the Italisn section, and
1f Polish they will very likely find a suitable home
in the proximity of South Farms. 1In any event, it is
very likely that the home they select to live in will
be owned by someone residing therein as the Tax
Commissioner of liddlotown estimetes that 9055 of the
homes in liddletown are in this class. Howevér, this
does not indicate that 90% of the couples, or anywhe re
near that figure, own their own homes, for a&s a matter
Of fact there are 2,381 owner-of-home families ang
2,413 tenant families in the city% 0f the group
Ovling their own homes 1,251 are native white and
1,665 are foreign or of mixed parentage with five

L. United States Census, 1930, Families.




negro home-owning families. O0f the tenant families 716
are native white, 1,664 are foreign and 30 are negro.
It is to be seen, then, that about half of the foreign
part of the popnlation do not own thelir own homes,
while about one-third of the native white population
rent shelter. Generally that part of the inhabltan ts
renting homes do not éo so out of choice, but from
financial necessity, «nd tend to move us soon as they
become better oﬁ£&é§3§ﬂ;£ge.

There is only one section in the city, that
near the river, in which bad housing conditions may
be s&id to exist, and in that section tenements are
to be found which are for the most part made by the
remodeling of old single houses, and are NOwWw over-
crowded with foreigners. The avuthor has had an op-
nortunity to visit some of them, but has not Ffound
slum conditions and% although it is possible to find
bersons wno tell of conditions of sleeping four in s
dcuble bed, such circumstances seem to be exceedingly
rare.,

The cost of the rented homes varies & great
deal, depending entirely upon the type of home
required. The Liddletown Tax Commissioner recently
arrived ot the following figures which are bhased on
& charge per room per month?

1. Relief workers say conditions are much better now
than ten years sgo. .

.« The Welfare allows $12.00 to 16.00 per month for
rent.
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Apartments (With Electricity, Frigidaire, $20.00
Janitor) : .
Individual Homes (Residential Section) $LE OO
Individual House (City Section) , ¥ 8.00
Speclalized Factory Worker Rents $6.00-5 7.00
Unskilled PFactory Worker Rents % 5.00
Poorest 3 5.00

The valne of the house is generally in the vieinity of
$5,000.00 and the rent sbout $30.00 & month%

The esctual meterials used in the construction
of these houseszis generally stone foundation with freme
construction and clapboards. Often the stone foundation
is of red sandsione in the form of imperfectly out blocks
which have bean cest sside at the Portlsnd gquarries and
which are availeble at low prices. This material is
in some few cases used throughout $the rest of the con-
struction elthough framework is found in some nine-tenths
of the buildings. Although clapboard exterior construc-
tion predominates, the inhabitants of Middletown are
not entirely without imaginstion and everything from
common brick to stucco and shingle siding is to be
noted along the streets. In the matter of heating, the
author is tempted to deviate somewhat from the statis-
tics of the locul taxing agency, &s any reported im-
provement in the status of a building is apt to bring
the wrath of God in the form of higher taxes. How-
ever somé forty per cent of the Middletown houses dre

listed as being heated by stoves, with the remainder

1. BSee Appendix 12.
Se  Bee Appendix 13.




boasting some sort of furnace. 1t appe&rs that the pre-
valence of furnaces 1is somewhat underestimated.

They ere, for the most part, very modern indeed
as far as lighting is concerned with more than three-
fourths using electrical connections for the source of
i;lumination as well as for power to drive the customary

household alds.

Parental Control

Inside these homes, offen 850 gimilar in out-
side appesrance, We #ind interesting things pcourring.
We note,for example, that in those ruled by Itellisn
householders the girls are grained for marriage from
the time they are very young, and are given strict
parentsl control which the boys entirely escape. This
control is far from the strict methods employed by the
carlier innabitants of Kiddletown who had the legal
right to compel obediende in any measure, & statute of
Gonnecticut going so far a8 to decree death for the
Tstubborn and rebellious son”% snd in some cases,
particularly with the boys, is not strict enough, with
the result thet there is at least & minor juvenlle
delinquency problem which calls for very delicate
hendling in some CESES. Phe matter is particularly

acute in those families where the father aend mother

are both employed outside of the home.

1. V. Goodsell, Problems of the Femily. Wew York,

1928, Chapter 5.




In this section it is demonstrated that the
funetions of the femily have been gradually assumed by
the municipal government and o ther institutions in the
fields of protection, child training and religion,
that as the heads of the family work away from the home
ih industry there ig a tendency toward less family
contact and disintegration of the group, & process
which i1s furthered as the children grow older. We
shall next consider how the economic life of these
peorle has changed the ¢ity from a productive and
congsumptive unit to one of Specialization in

production.
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CHAPTER IV

ECONOMIC IS TITUTIONS

Economic History of Middletown

Middletown's industrial growth has been
greatly influenced by physical conditions. The land
surface is rough and frequently broken up by hills, which
for a long time discouraged settlement, and cut it off
from communication with other sections except by the
river route. The earliest industry, if it may be so
called, was a flour and grain mill% This was begun in
1655, and was the result of an agreement between the
miller and the town which granted him certain privileges
if he would settle here. ILikewise, a grant of land was
scon made an inducement for a shoemaker to settle and
in a short time we find the coming of a ferry and a
blacksmith. Some shipbuilding probably took place

dur ing this period. It was a natural industry in a

1. History of Middlesex County, p. 65.

-

113t
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section having large wooded areas adjacent to the water.
As evidence of this we find the town granting to one,
Adams, the privilege of cutting lumber from the common
land teo build a ship (1669). 1In 1666 there were definite
efforts'to encourage shipbuilding by not taxing the
vessels on the stocks? In 1680 but one vessel of seventy
tons was owned in this town?and fifty years later but
two, with a gross tonnage of only 105 tons. Later these
and other ships were engaged in carrying on trade with
the West Indies and with London so that from 1730 to
the Revolution the town became more prosperous, par-
ticularly through the West Indies trade which consisted
chiefly in shipping mules and grain products in exchange
for sugar, rum and negroes. Iwprosperity at this period
came not from industry but from trade and commerce. In
18104, however, a woolen mill was established and in
1847 an indusiry closely conmected with sailing, The
Wilcox, Ccrittenden & Co. was started manufacturing
marine hardware.

Middletown's population had grown to five
thousand by 1776 of which two hundred were black, and
8% this point the population remained almost stationary
for some time.

- At —

1, History of Middlesex County, p. 67.
2. History of Middletown Shipping (A speech--see
?;ddlefﬁhn Press, January L9, 1933.)
o e id,
. History of Middlesex County, p. 96.

——

]




42,

Middletown is today lacking in deposits of

natural.ores rich enough for exploitatlion, but in 1775
its lead mine was important in supplying material for the
revolutionary armies% This mine is the one of a few
examples of this line of endeavor in Middlstown, but in
1852 it was abandoned altogether after having been run

in the later years as a silver mine.

After the Revolution Middletown suffered, as

did other New England towns, dus to the slackening of 5

trade, but continued in the same line of econanic

endeavor., 1In 1790 there were two slave-dealers, several

merchants, several shipmasters, two shoe-makers and
> :
several joiners located on Main Street. Several of

these merchants, particularly Richard Alsop had made

much money in the West Indian trade.

It was not until 1810 that Middletown began
to branch out on her industrial career. Transportation

facilities had been increased by the installation of

turnpikes. The embargo against Bngland had caused a
shortage of goods, particularly textiles, The scarcity ;n
Oof cloth in the United States is shown by the fact that Eéf
Our Government was forced, in 1812, to buy woolen cloth |

3
Trom England to equip our soldiers for the war., Taking

History of Middlesex County, p. 76. 5-4
Ib1d, map Tacing p. B5. Hi
The New England States, p. 208. (Article by S. N. D. ‘“L
NorthT,

3 DO




advantage of this the Middletown Mamfacturing Company
established a mill on Washington Street in 1810, with
Alexander Wolecott and Arthur Mazill in charge. This mill
was one of the first in the United States to use steam
power% The building was an old sugar warehouse, five
stories high, with an extension which was used as a dye
house. About sixty people were employed, with a maximum
capacity of one hundred workers. The engine generated
twenty-five horsepower with wood as the only fuel. Only
forty yards of fine woolen goods were produced per day
with a value of about $70,000.00 per year. The campany
probably was very successful at first, if we may accept
the fact that they built new buildings as evidence for
this. However, at the close of the War of 1812, and the
consequent removal of the protection given to the in-
dustry, and the inflow of cheaper English cloth, the
company, like many another in New England, soon went to
the wall,

Another venturg into the woolen industry fared
better. Tn 18143a miil was started employing about
forty hands and using four thousand pounds of Merino
Wool annually in the production of a blue broadcloth,

The business continued successfully until 1836,

— el

3 History of Middlesex County, p. 96.
+ Ibig.




At the same time that the woolen factories
were starting, another branch of industry got under way
in Middletown. ' This was the manufacture of arms ang
accoutrements, stimilated by the impending war. 1In 1810
Oliver Bidwell received a government contract for making
guns and established a factory% in which everything was
hand-made. At about the same time Colonel North started
& pistol factory as he too had a government contract and
received his financial support from Samuel Russell after
being refused it at the bank. For many years he turned
out about ten thousand pistols annually for the
government.,

In 1812 Colonel Starr received a govermment
contract for swords. These he made in a small factory
at the outskirts of the town. His annual production was
about five thousand swords reputed to be equal in quality
and temper to the best imported swords. Tater on rnuskets
and rifles were made in the plant and when the government
arsenals were founded at Springfield, Massachusetts, the
government incorporated the ideas used in Colonel Starr's
€stablishment.

Other arms factories were started producing
Tifles and powder, and other more peaceful products were
begun, Combs were produced after 1817 and the manufac-
ture of machinery was carried on in 1823 by Sanseer

—— i

L. History of Middlesex County, p. 97.

44,
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Mamfacturing Company, which was incorporated with a

capital of $20,000.00, It is said that this canpany was

the first in the country to put out a back geared lathe.
In 1850, when Middletown clebrated her two-
hundredth anniversary, it is mted that Middletown had Ei
decidedly changed its character over the previous Tifty ;
years% Its main line of activity was now industrial,

rather than agricultural or commercial. An examination

of the list of industries here at that time shows that

plant employed more than eighty men. The establishments

the average establishment in 1850 was small. Only one ié
were mainly of three kindé, those that produced textile !
|

‘?X?w,k."

products, those that produced metal products, and those ﬁ 1
that produced patented articles of various sorts. The é
largest establishment produced textile products, but by i

far the majority of the plants turned out metal products,

Many of these establishments exploited some patent or

invention. The Russell Manufacturing Company was the

first to invent power machinery for weaving elastic

webbing; the Douglas Pump Company invented some twelve

hundred varieties of pumps; Penfield manufactured patent ‘ _f

grumpets for sails; Cooley and Danforth turned out patent

trousers and supporters ("aside from the fanciful neces-

Sty of wearing them--it would seem almost a pleasure to
be braced in so highly finished and beautifully wrought
instruments"); and Penfield and Camp made Judd's

Medicated liquid cuticle. |

1. Eﬁguﬁgw Ingland States (see above),
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1
In 1890 several things are noticeable. First,

there were a smaller number of establishments {twenty-
seven in all}. Secondly, these establishments were as a
rule much larger, Thirdl?, the rubber industries have
grown up and were becoming relatively important.

The Russell Manufacturing Company at the end
of this period employed one thousand workers, or five
times the number employed in 1850, The Goodyear Rubber
Cbmpany employed six hundred; the Douglas Pump Works
employed three hundred; the Middletown Plate Company two
hundred; and the Wilcox Crittenden Company one hundred
and fifty.

The average wages at this period, if the
Russell Manufacturing Company may be taken as repressen-
tative, varied from one to three dollars per day, and
the average time worked was about sixty hours per wesk.

From 1890 to the present time Middletown's
indystry has grown rather slowly. The size of the
establishments has continued to increase, the physical
product per employee has also continued to increase so
that it is estimated each worker today turns out four

2
times as much as a similar worker in 1890,

1. History of Middlesex County, pp. 100-105.
2. TRussel Company.
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Middletown Railroadsl

The fact that Middletown has only two railroad
branci: lines ﬁith accasional freight trains serving the
community today should not be mistaken to mean that rail-
roads héve not played their full share in affecting this
city's industrial and economic history, for this city,
like some others in New England has a long sad story.

It all began with the building of the New York,
New Haven and Hartford Railroad which d41d not pass through
Middletown, but which would certainly have been directed
to include this city had it not been for the opposition
demonstrated by certain of the influential citizens at
that time agalnst the shrieking, puffing engines of
transportation which threatensd to disturb their sleep
at night, break the tranquillity of a town then adequately
served by river trafflc, and, worst of all, follow a
track which would lead directly across a cemetary. With
the rerouting of the road through the neighboring city
of Meriden the citizens of Middletown saw the inevitable
growth of that city and were ready to give more than
toral support to a line between New Haven, Middletown,
and Willimantic connecting with the Boston and New York
Foutes and providing a decided cutoff for traffic be-
tween New York and Boston.

1. Information from the personal papers of Professor
K. M. Harrington.
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Although the proposed railroad was incorporated fr
in 1846, a great deal of Cpposition was found among the
neighboring Connecticut cities, notably Hartford, which
would be cut off the main route of traffic if this rail-
road became a successful réality, so that the political
matter of charters was held up unti} 1868 when the

Legislative difficulties were met. In the meantime g

branch railroad had been built from Berlin to Middletown .

connecting with the New York, New Haven and Hartford

Railroad at that ¢ity, privately subscribed but later
merged with the main trunk line; and in the same year
that the charter rights of the proposed "Alr Line"™ were
granted, anothsr line was incorporated known as the
Connecticut valley Railroad, which connected cities and
towns from Saybrook to Hartford (including Middletown)
With the main line at Hartford so that Middletown hag
at least two outlets to the trunk line--one being the
route to Berlin and the Second being the route to
Hartford,

The Air Line Railroad, having Tecelved its

charter and the right to build a substantial bridge

8Cross the Connecticut at Middletown in 1868, was im-
hediately organized and construction begun so that the
Foad from New Haven to Middletown was completed in 1870,

o Bast Hampton in 1872, and to Willimantic (the

Objective) in 1873. This railroad haq cost six million

dollars 4o construct, and since it promised to do
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inestimable good to the towns situated along what
promised to be so.popular a railroad, the communities
were not adverse to contributing something toward its
cost. Middletown gave $897,000.00 and purchased common
stock in the amount of $1,137,000.00 for which long term
clty bdnds were Tloated.

Unfortunately, however, the budding promises
of success were never to be realized and Middletown was
to find herself saddled with debt for a very poor in-
vestment, as with the foreclosure of the mortgagees in
1875 and the subsequent lease of the road to the N. Y.
N. H. & H. R. R. Co, the entire value of the donations
and the common stock of the c¢ity of Middletown were
wiped out at one blow. Now, if the railrocad had con-
tinued to funetion and to bring indirect benefits to
the city, this loss would not have been so serious, but
this is the most unfortunate part of the story.

In due time the railroad passed into the hands
of the great raillroad system of Southern New England,
the N. Y. N. H. & Hfd., R. R. Co., first by lease, as al-
ready indicated, and later by purchase, the latter rail-
roiad thus assuming all obligations to the public for its
maintenance and administration. At that time 1t .was a
"going concern" recognized as the shortest through
Toute between the termini, New York and Boston. It was
%ell patronized and trains were rumning daily, but the

Tallroad system soon found itself in possession of four

-
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routes between New York and Boston, in whole or in part,
the one via Springfield belonging beyond that point to
the New York cCentral. Before the New Haven road became
actually possessed of the Air Line there had been raised,
by an 1ssue of bonds explicitly stated to be for the
purpose-of improving the Air Line Road through improving
grades, curves, double trackage and otherwise, an amount
of money?ihich £3,623,250,00 actually came into the
possession of the New Haven road. Comparatively few
improvements have been carried out since that time (1907),
the expense of which falls far short of the sum raised
for the road, so that there still remains some two million
dollars unexpended and pledged to the road. When inquiry
was made concerning the matter in 1912 the President of
the New Haven stated that this money was "pledged to the
uses for which the same was raised"™, and that the appro-
priation was in his hands to be expended for those
purposes, but that its expenditure had been delayed by
other matters.

In the meantime, contrary to the natural ex-
pectation, the five-hour train was withdrawn.from the
AlT Line in 1903, for the publicly stated reason that
the train was so popular that it was deemed advisable
to reroute it over another line. Efforts were made by
the Middletown Twentieth Century Club and others to
@8t a return to the original traffic but in spite of

Middletown's opposition the service was discontinued

PR AR T
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entirely in 1928 leaving Middle town, once so hopeful of
its railroad venture, marooned sxcept for a single freight
train each day to Berlin and occasicnal trains to

Hartford over the old Connecticut Valley line--and

leaving it still struggling to pay $20,000 each year until
1953 on an outstanding bonded indebtedness of $370,000

as an aftermath of railroad history.

Industry Today

Today Middletown is chiefly an industrial city,
composed almost entirely of workers dependent directly
or indirectlynon the productivities of its manufactures
but with a sizeable retail trade. As the business of
the factories is affected by favorable orp unfavorable
circums tances, so arethe nembers of the population in
turn given a more or less satisfactory recompense for
their part in the industrial mechanism of the community,
This statement is made more strikingly true when we fully
understand that Middletown is a decidedly middle-class
city. It is a middle-class city in the sense that the
majority of its population are neither of the severely
Oppressed and exploited groups, although it is true as
%ill be later pointed out, that such groups may be found
here to a- limited extent, nor is Middletown primarily a

Tesldential city serving as a suburb for larger cilties.

S1.




Middletown is, then, ocomposed of & populsation
engaged in productive effort. Comparatively few of its
twenty-five thousand population are so iridependently
wealthy that they are able to sit back in comfortable
edse enjoying the fruits of unearned incomes.

In Middletown the family income is very often
augmented by both the hushand and wife of the femily.
In some instances it is completed by the younger
members of the family. Far from being uncommon for
the women of this city %o work, approximately one-
third of the industrial workers of the city are WOmen%
This fact is largely explained by the type of in&uétry
found here.

In the first place, Middletown is not a one
industry town. On the contrary, wheress there are
three companies which are considerably larger then any
of the others, there is a total of some sizty concerns?
of various sorts employing labor &t the present time,
S0 that far the largest proportion of the five
thousand workers employed ag laborers ig factories are

¥WorXers for these smaller organizations. When we =zdd

S0 these five thousand factory workers the number

— ey ey e

1. TFactory Inspection Department--List of Connecticut
Factories Corrected to June 1934, pp. 72-73%

- 2,879 males, 1,868 fem&les.

<. Ibigd.

5. Ibid 3 factories employing 500 or over

4 factories employing 100-500
% Tactories employing 50-100
48 factories employing 0-50

oZ.
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employed in associated trades, such &8s olericel workers

and truckmen, we find that sny other occupation is in-
significant as compared to the dependency of Middletown
on its industries. 1In order to explain the employment 1

of women in industry, we must exsmine the type of labor

in demand which could be the cause of the situation.
Of the three largest piants one is concerned
with textile work almost entirely% 4 second 1ls sngaged
in manuyfacturing light weight parts in mass production f
for typewgiterszand the third, which makes rubber boots g

and shoes, finds considerable demznd for femala labor,

as do the others, chiefly because female Wages are J
generally lower than those paid males for the same type
4

of work. It is obvious, of course, that this demznd

for female employees would be lessened %o a considerable

extent if state legislative ensctments concerning labor

and school gitendance did not prevemt child labor.
However, child labor is & problem that is prsctically ‘

non-existent in Middletown st the present time no at- i

tempt is made to discuss it here.

Other industrial concerns turn out & variety

0f products ranging from rubber boots and shoes,

}- The Russell Manufacturing Company.

£. The Remington Hoigeless Typewriter Company.

3. The Goodyear Rubber Company.

4. Student Report (1929) Male Female
High: 70¢ per hour 50¢ per hour

Low: 45¢ per hour 25¢ per hour




elastic webbing, gilk, knickers, and typewriters, to
marine hardware, bathroom fixtures, monuments, candy,
soda water, gesoline engines, toys, and silver-plated
ware. AS has already been shown, most of these pro-
ducts are produced in small factories. The largest
seven are alone large encughk to attempt great division
of labor or mechanization. These seven, however, whioh
employ approximetely half of the industrial workers of
the city, are in every way modern industrial plants.

Most of the industries now operating in this
city have been established since 1900, although one of
the "big three", the Russell Company, was established
in 1834, and Wilcox Crittenden in 1847. These range
in date of establishment from thet date to 1926 when
the Middletown Knicker Company started its factory
here.

Only three major plants werse established be-
fore 1890. Allthe others are new. The loss of some of
the 0ld plants has been gquite recent. In one case,
that of the Douglas Pump Works, the loss of the industry
may be ascribed to the management, which refused to turn
out power pumps rather than the 0ld hand pumps when the
Obvious trend was in that direction. In the case of
the Goodyear Rubber Compony mismanagenent was the cause
°f a temporary shutdown which was relieved only after
Boing through bankrmuptey and started up egain after a

long local cempeign for capital. The majority of

54‘
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these companies are solvent corporations with stoclk-
‘holders varying in number from four hundred to only
three and it is particularly interesting to note that
corporation lews have effected industrial organizsation
so that there are at present only two partnerships and
one concern which is owned and controlled by one man%
With such & wide range of products, the
problem of & market is an important one. A comprehen-
sive surveygmade in the last four years indicates that
most of the corporations find thet their market is not
seasonal, but falrly constant the year round, being
for the most part located at New York, whence the
middle-men sell them chiefly to the domestic market,
while two report a foreigh market. Inasmuch as the
products of Middletown's industry are for the most part
staple goods we would be led to expect exasetly what has
happened. Fractically every one of the companies re-
ports a steady growth in size since its organization.
One company started with ten employees but now has
forty, another has progressed from %three to fifty,
shother from fifty fto one hundred seventy-three, and
5ti1l another from twenty-five to two hundred fifty.
These companies rely practically egntirely on power3

purchased from outside sources fto operate their

Wachinery which varies in individual plants from

1. Student Report (1929).
_E- Ibiqg.
©+ Total electric consumption sbout 10 million kilo-
watt per year. See Appendix 14,

Py
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elght horse powsr to fiffeen hundred horse power in
the largest. Two concerns do produce & small pért of
the eleoctrical energy which they consume.

Just as these ihdustrial plants rely on out-

gide sources for their electrical energy, so do they

rely on outside sources for their transportation

facilities. The author knows of no company which

operates its own fleet of trucks in teking the pro-

ducts to market. The praciice is for the conoerns

to remain independent of integration imto the %rucking
industry, juat as they do not integrate-into purchasing
industries, and to hire indapendent'&uokinguconeérns to
perform their service for them.

Practically all the products of the companies
are shipped out by truck. Although Middletown is
situated on the banks of & navigablesriVer? the products

of its labors are not bulky products. This means that

the companies have relied, until recently, chiefly upon
the rsilroasd branch 1ine_facilitieséwhich have been dis-~
oontinued almost entirely within the last few yesars,
until at present there are only two branch railroad
lines avalleble with few trains. Thertown is ideally

8ltuated for trucking facilities, being only about one

l. One plaent purchases 50% of its power, the other
purchases 95%. (See Appendix for gas and electric
consumption).

B. fThe Comnectiout is navigable for a ten to eleven
foot draft at present, and is expected to be
havigable to fourteen feet in the near future.

3 Middletown Chamber of Commerce.

4- Marine Hardware is the single exception.

%+ Formerly three branch lines.
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hundred m;les from New York. thé iargest market, and
on excellent highways. Coal eand oil still arrive in
Middletown on boats and barges pulled gingly up the
river by tugs, but these cumbersome couveyances are “
all that is left of the meritime glory that was once
Middletown's.

Tnformation about the racial distribution
of the employees in the factories ig obviously ex~-
tremely difficult to get but fortunately one of the
larger coﬁpanies took the trouble to investigate the
matter 8 few years ago with ;nteresting results. It
was found that the lsrgest pumber were Italians with

1
Polish workers seconﬁ, and Germsns third. This is

alosely correlated with the population percentages

given in a previous section.

. — -

1. The Bussell_Manufacturing Company:

Nationality Males Females Tofal
Engl ish 100 75 175
French ' ' 50 B 56
German _ 113 100 213
Italian - 400 500 700
Polish , 150 76 225
Irish : 100 25 126
Hebrew 0 0 0
Swedish 50 7 o7

Negro 0 0 0
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~ Financial Institutions

Whereas it is undoubtedly ftrue, 88 has herein
been repeatedly stated, that Middletown is chiefly an
industrial city, that statement must be modified. We
may not say that lMiddletown is by any means without the
sccompanying institutions. The clity boasts of si# banks .
(3 commercial and 3 savings) and three small loan com-
penies and ohe industrial loan coﬁpany so it is
possible to borrow on_all gorts of securities, raming
from personal notes to mortgages and assignments of

wages. The banks of Middletown are institutions func-

tioning chiefly to recelve and to lend out the deposits
of working people. Seventy per cent of the totasl of the .}
’ Fccouwxks :

twenty-six million dollars %total savings depositg, in

Middletown savings banks are not over one thousang

dollers in smount, thirteen per ceni more are betWeen

that figure and two thousand dollars, while only seven-

Ze
s x
teen per cent of all deposits,grg over the two thousand

dollar mark. It is surprising, too, that the amount of
savings deposits in the three largest Middletown banks

1
hag not varied appreciably in the last three years.

- o -

1. Savings deposits (3 banks) 1t
December 19382 December 1933 Decembar 1934 J l

$26,102,864.00 $27,008,432.00 $26,797,601.00
See Appendix 15 for complete tables by months.




Labor Associat fons

The industries in Middletown require skilled
or_semi—skille& labor almost entirely and do not present
& serious cheap lebor problem. The ?resident of the
local Cehtral Labor Union, which is an organization
bringing together the representatives of Middletowr's
twelve Labor Unions, states that in his opinion the
average weekly wage of & Middletown laborer is in the
vicinity of twenty—fouf dollars. Three companies re-
ported in 1930 that they employed practically one hundred
per cent of their Workers-from the skilled labor class,
while practicslly sll of the thirty-seven companies
investigated at that time reported at least fifty per
cent ékillﬁé labor% It is always dangerous to estimate
8 weekly wage, and particularly to estimate an average
wage, but it woﬁld appear that this is a fairly accurate
estiméte. It discounts, of course, the extreme variation
of high and low wages from eight to twelve dollars per
Wesek. Where low wages are to be found it is pretty
generaelly smong & minérity 0of the foreign workers and it
is felt that they; accustomed to low rates of pay, and
fearing loss of position of employment, as well as
5'failing %o realize the advantages of organizstion and
Collective bargaining, are the most difficult to or-

88nize into labor groups. For this reason the unskilled

59.
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labor has not been successfully organized until very
recently, when & union known as the Federsal Labor
Union was started which now encompagses most of the un-

1 |
gkilled labor in one plant and is duly represented in

the Central Labor Unlons.

It is gifficult to determine exoctly what

the labor unions have asccomplished. It is certainly - L
true that strikes in Middletown are very rare indeed? '
It is likewise true that the mere presence of a means

for combined action has in some cé&ses, such as & regent

typewriter workmen's strike, been an importent force.

It is true, of dourse, that oceagionslly the function

0of the union is misunderstood as in & recent case where

the workers went on & strike to register dissatisfaction
with the company for firing one of their members only to g

be driven back to work by their nationsl officers, inas-

much ag their conmplaint was not a well founded one. It

is likewigse true that attempts to form labor unions in é i‘
all factories are not successful even when not vigorously !
ovposed by the company itself. A recent attempt of that E

30rt in & loesl rubber working plantgmet with failure i ;Q

Since the laborers were confronted with the fact that

they were better paid then in similar industries in z f
4 HH
Other parts of the country. It is moreover true that

Remmington Company.

Not over 25 strikes in the last 18 yesars.
The Goodyear Company.

Chiefly Pawtucket.

& 0100
»
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the local unions do not have the,strength that they

would possess in s one~-industry townl It may be duvue in

nart to the iﬁdustrial history of Kiddletown, for in

some of the factories a family tradition has grown up
s one after another of the members of the family fing

occupation there.
Commerce

Another large part of Hiddletown's population
is engaged in merchandizing% lilddletown is in a very
peculiar position in this respect as it is the largest
city of Middlesex County and is situated in an available
spot fo attract Lrade from the surrcunding rursl
districts. This it does with the result thag Saturday
afterncons finds the stores crowded with people in from
the country to do their weekly shopping. At the same
time, however, its proximity to Hartford means that meny
¢f its inhabitants prefer to melze the short Jjourney to
Hartford, either by bus or private automobile, where
larger stores are found. Kiddletown isg necessarily
&iven over to smsll stores but includes all of the types
Usually found in larger cities, the chief distinction

1. Census Abstract, 1930, p. 886:

Number of stores crrraeaa 20
Proprietors and fim
members not on payroll....: 284
Zmployees (full time)........1060
1344




being in the variety of merchandise displayed. " Ain
attempt to conduct smull department stores here is only
partly successful, competition being keen among the
stores and the larger stores possessing no particuvlar
advantéges. Che in stores are reeping their harvest
with chain grocery, clothing, drmg, and herdware
stores. There are alsc a mumber of the semi-chain

types in which the store loeated in liddletown is one

of a chain of three or four stores, but is opersated by
£ local person responsible for its management. For

the most part, however, the larger stores'are located
along the Main Street in far from commodious guarters,
and are opereted by persons who have lived in this city
for & number of years and draw much of their trade from

individual contacts. Individually owned &nd personally

Operated small stores are located virtually &8ll over the
town, There are three hundred twentylof them in all,

of which sbout half are food stores of one sort or
tnother. Their combined asnnual sales total $11,2%4,000.00

) 2
of which $2,893%,000 may be instantly accounted for in

direct purchases of food. If these figures be acourate,

tnd there is every reason to believe that they are

Teasopably so, the average person in liiddletown spends ;

$116.00 per year for food. This is about $2.25 per

berson each week, but does not include any amounts other

Yhan those passing through the food stores.

1. United Stetes Census~-Distribution, Vol. I, pp. 284-285. :
1930. ij
|

+ Ibia.
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Summary

The economic end industrisl history of
l{iddletown begins before the American Revoluvtion and
progresses from small industries engeged in the manu-
facture of locally consumed products and the existence
of &n active commerciel shipping trade to a preseht gay |
sitvation of a highly industrial ized angd organiged com-
manity with no shipping trade snd s large retail store 5
bus iness. |

The evolution from shipping to industry came
about Shrough the boycott of English goods during and
after the wars with England. %©he industries were small
and produced textiles, metal products, and petented
articles of various sorts. With the coming of reil-~
roads Hiddletowm was et first reluctant to give up its !

nistorical river transportation, but upon a belatead ap-

praisel attempted to remedy the situation by encouraging i
the building of rail facilities. “hese were finsncially
ihsuccessful &nd the cost is still a burden to the
Community.

At present the inhabitants are occupied in

anuifactures of various sorts and in reteil ftrsde with

tie entire county using its facilities &s & shopping

“eddgquarters. Since the sales ¢f the stores fluctuste

Witk the salarjes of the industrisl workers, the pros-

P8rity of the entire community fluetuates with industrial ¥

Ulput. For this reason the citizens ot the town were |
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willing to give finencial Support to one of the largest
plants which wsas recently threatened with disaster.

The Industrisl workers tre one-thirg women snd
two-thirds men, a fuct expleined by the type of occupation
available. Half of them are skilled laborers ond the rate
of pay averages ubout #24 .00 per week. TYhey are not
eagily incited to strike but feel thet the presence of P
skilled workers' unions mekes their conditions better ; é

aud avoids the necessity of such sction. g




CHAPTER V

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

The system of public education in Middletown
is marked by unnecessary complication and lack of
unification, “he city is divided into two school dis-
tricts, known as that of the Town Schools, and that of
the City Schools. Fach of these has a Superintendent
and is in itself a unified system, burchasing supplies,
reporting to the state offieials, and employing teachers,
Fach makes out its own annual budget which is assesseqd
on the district involved. Each is an independent unit
with no more visible cooperation between them than would
be the case were they separate towns. The report of
the Town School district (which includes those schools
not located in the heart of the city) may be found in
the innual Report of the City of Middletown, while the
annual report of the Board of Education of the
Middletown.city School district is a separate volume
80d gives no hint as to the activities in the other

(towﬂ) schools,

65.
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A History of Education

The situation is an outgrowth of the school
history of the town. Prior to 1839 all the districts
in the town limits, except the four Westfield districts,
were incorporated into the First School Society, but of
the time and manner of this there is no record% The
city proper was divided into four districts, and they
were a part of this First School Society,

In lBStahese four cgty districts, upon their
own petition were incorporated into "The Middletown city
School Society". Tach district, however, retaiﬁed its
0ld organization, limi¥s, and school. In 1857 the foup
districts became consolidated, and the "Middletown City r
School Society" became "The Middletown City School
District"? The City School District is almost identical
to the First Taxing District, and so money spent for
the maintenance of these schools is raised by taxation
on that district, supplemented by aid from the State, and
8 small private fund. This privately incorporated School
8l strict is the only one of its kind left in the State
of Gonnecticut4and appears to have outlived its usefulness.

- History of Middlesex County, p. 129,

Ib1qd, ’

Tbid.

Mr. Moody, Superintendent of Middletown Town School
District.

o A Lo

* [ -
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In the outlying districts of the township there
were eight separate school di stricts, each with its own
district comnittes, cooperating only to the extent of
using the same Superinténdent of Schools. As the moneys
for the support of each school district were raised from
the families using the school, the training was propor-
tionate to the prosperity of fhe particular section in
which the schoolhouse was located, and varied greatly
from section to section% In 1922 these sight separate
school districts were consolidated Into one organization
under the supervision of the town school committee.
There remained, however, a second district which in-

cludes the city schools,

School Facilities

Today there are eight elemsntary schools and
oné high school in the Town School District, and four
elementary and one high school in the City School
District. The cost of supporting the first mentioned
group is assessed to the residents of the second taxing
district, while money for the City schools is obtained
from the first taxing district. In all, then, the
twenty-five thousand inhabitants are served by twelve
©lementary and two high schools, in addition to which
there are two parochial schools, a State Trade School,

2
and g privately endowed University.

1. e, Moody, Superintendent of Middletown Town School
District.,
2. Not included in this section, nor is the Middletown

Business College.
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The City School Distriet

In the Middle town City School District there
are 3,244 persons over 4 and under 186 years, and of these
2,247 are attending public schools while 738 are attend-
ing private schools and institutions. Of the remaining
259 children only 86 are of compulsory school age and
of these half are legally employed?

The total enrollment Of the grade schools in
the City distriet is 3,044? of which number 1,050 are
students in the High K School and 1,994 (or nearly twice
the number in High School) are enrolled in the elemen-
tary department. However, in the elementary grade
schools we find that there are but two tuition bupils,
whereas in the High School there are 383, leaving only
667 of the High School students residents of the City
School District., Tt appears, then, that in this part
Oof the c¢ity one student in three goes on for higher
education.

Of the 137 pupils who graduated from Higg

School in the class of 1933 the following is Known -

—— A

1. Annual Report of the Board of Education, Middle-
town City School District, p, 40,

2. Includes tuition pupils.

5. Report of Board of Education, Middletown city
School District, p., 44,




Boys Girls Total

Attending college ............. P B & 5] 21
Attending normal schools and
teachers' college ,.......... B 3 3
Fost graduates in High School ....... 8 7 15
Post graduates in other colleze
preparatory sSchools usuweeeeeenson.. 1 - 1
Attending other schools, such as
Nursery, Business Colleges, etc, . 1 11 12
EmDLloyed tusiiitit it et .. 1B 21 36
UnKNOWh s v s see st iiennennnnnnnnners 18 31 49

Of the pupils entering High School four years
ago 49.8% remained for four years and 44.6% graduated
in the regular time.

It is found that of those attending school 1in
ifiddletown more than half are of foreign extraction%
A comparison of the grand totals of the nationality fig-
ures is interesting, but because of High School students
coming from other towns and schools, there is no accurate
basis for comparison. From 1928 to 1932 the pércenfage
of the total enrollment coming from English-speaking
homes has steadily decreased, a phenomenon which continues
to be true in 1955? The lowest percentage of children
from non-gnglish-speaking homes is 58% in 1928 increasing
to approximately 62% for this year. Of these far the
greatest proportion (about 46% of the grand total) come
from Italian homes, and the proportion from this group
increases at the same time that the percentage from other
8roups tends to remain constant or decrease,.

—— e

L. Data for 1932, as this is most recent available,
(See below).
+ Office of the Superintendent of Schools.
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1
Comparison of Grand Totals
English
Speaking "~ °° ° °  Non~English Speaking
g 3
a 8 > 38 gz § % s o
2 4 4§ 3 g3 & & £ 8 ¢
B “ 8 & 8 2 o o 8 &8 9
X o M Zo M Ay 5 g ey o
1931-32 2593 823 182 1175 86 103 134 26 11 17 36
Percent 38.8 45,3 3.3 3.9 5.2 1. A .7 1.4

1930~-31 2772 910 222 1146 g2 103 166 58 15 18 42
Percent 40,9 41.3 3.4 3.8 5,9 2.1 .5 .6 1.5

1929-30 2705 895 225 1097 102 100 166 49 14 17 40
Percent 41.4 4.5 3.8 3.7 6.1 1.8 .6 .7 1l.4

1928-29 . 2690 896 236 1076 93 106 167 53 21 16 26
Percent 42.1 40.0 3.5 3.8 6.3 1.9 .8 .6 .l

It may be that this is because the percentame of Italian
population (that 1s second generation Italian) 1is steadily
in¢reasing, or it may be that the percentage of children of

Italian origin is increasing whioh secems more likely. We

might be inclined to discredit these figures on the ground
that a new High School, the Woodrow Wilson School, was

Opened in 1931 1in the second district and assume that

sinee that time the children of English~speaking families
have been transported there for their education. However,
the actual number of non-English-speaking pupils has in-
oreased each year and officials of the Wilson school

State that they do mt get meny city pupils.

1. Report of City Schools, 1932.




In comparison with the group of Middletown
Students attendihg the City High Schools the thirty-six
Who attenged the State Trade School in the 1933-34 termg
Seem comparatively wnimportant ., Those who do attend are
8llowed to take certain courses gt that institution and

Carry on & fey 8ub Jeots at the High School at the same

The conditions of education in the Parochial
Schools are not readily &scertainegd, They are Privately
'csupervised and privately owned, supported by the
' 1

Churches without city contribution,

taineqd by the city Primarily for Slow pupils, but g
limited School budget resulted in itg tanporary
closing, an exXpedient which Seems to be eéconamicelly
unsouvnd as slow Pupils now must iemain in school g
full extrg Jear.

The report orf the Evening Schoel, which is
bPrimarily an Americanization ¢lass, states that "Many
W8re forced to leave school becense of the Opportunity
to work bresented through the . W. A. and the
OpPeratjion of extra shiftg by the textile and rubbepr

1. s%. Mary's (Poligh “atholic), St. Johng (Irish
Catholig).
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1 :
industries.” It is infteresting to note that those who

attended the Americenization classes were the parents
of ninety-four children in the city schools, and it is
hoped that through this-opportunity they may develop

8 spirit of cooperation with the school system. Some
idea of the velue of smericanizetion classes to
Middletown may be noted if we keep in mindg the féct
that one out of every four of our people are foreign- 1

born snd thet about twenty per cent of these are
- 2 L
illiterate. /|

Of the 66 enrolled pupils 28 were citizens

while 38 were alliens, and classified by nationslity

we find 16 native born as sgainst 50 foreign bom
(of which last number 38 are Italian).

Among these foreign groups we find an in-
teresting reactlion concerming the value of education.

The Iftalianz and Poles favor their sons st the ex-

pense of their daughers. Generally the education of

the deughters is considered ean unne ceSSary expense

and they are removed from school as soon as the age
limit will permit them to go to work, exception being
wmade only in the case of remarkable progress. ‘the

sons, however, are ususlly &llowed and encoursged fo

80 to school, stopping only of their own volltion or

%- Report of the Director of the Evening School, 1934.
. Libid.




1
because of unususl economic eircumstances st home. 1%

i3 moreover interesting to note that the Johnson Grammar
School, .located in the heart of the Itslian distrios
has the best attendance record of any school in the
city. The Principal of that school recently remarked
that his pupils are the best behaved in the city, that
they take a resl pride in the school, and that they
really enjoy 1t--particularly since the home condi-
tions of the pupils are in many cases unpleasant?
However, teachers in the High School would not agree
with this statement and, on.the contrary, maintain
that the i%slian children are rarticularly hard tg
hendle. It leads one to wonder whether a feeling of
inferiority is <¢ngendered within the Ital ian pupils
When they are in contact with a group of native born
pupils. Doss this perheps explain a discipline problem
in our schools? It would be encouraging if such wers
the case, but let U8 bear in mind that the Curate of
the Iftelian church finas difficulty in handling the
young itelian children et the ir play in his reerea~

- tlonal ocenter, where hone but Iftalian children gather.
Perhaps the correlation is that of age.

« lr. Shearer, Superintendent of Schools City

District.
S« iyley Student Report, 1932,
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- Fortunately, the partisl solution of a difficult
teaching problem is found in the caliber of the instructors.
The skillful feacher is one of the most important parts
of & good school. '‘‘here are in the @ity School Distriet
89 teachers with an average number of 31.9 pupils per
teacher. The total salaries of these 89 amounted to
$169,6692.00 in the 1933-1934 year, sn average of $l800.00
per year, enough to attract capable persons. Until the
unususl cost of depression, snd the consequent rise of
the tax rate necessiteted its curtailment, a plan of
regular increase in saslary with the period of teaching
in Middletown‘échools was in force. 1In the grammar
school .2 minimum salary of $1100.00 was paid to women
teachers which was increased $l00.00 each year, with
& bonus of $60.00 for summer school attendance, until
the maximum of $1800.00 was reached. “he men in the
elementary school were paid 2 minimum of $1400.00 with
& gaximum of $2200.00 arrived st in the same manner.
in the High School the salaries varied from & minimum
of $1500.00 for women and 1800.00 for men to & maxi-
mum of $2200.00 and $2700.00 respecstively. In 1931 it
was necessary-fo discontinue these periodic advances
in wages and instead to institute & cut, so that at
bregsent an inorease is awarded only in unususl caszes.
This does not appear to have demoralized the staff in

&ny respect, although the Superintendent hopes for a




return to the former system in the near future.

Lhe wown School District

In the wmiddletown “wown School wvistrict are
located eight grammar schools, cering for students
through the sixth grade, end one combined nigh ‘and
Junior sigh School continuing the education through
the twelfth grade. Previous to the erection of the
wWoodrow wilson High School in 1931 education through
the eighth grade was carried on in town schools. Lt
Was necessary ftor students in the town school digs-
triet”to get their high school education at the
Middletown High School and the district paid tuition
%o the Vity School bistrict. ‘wuition costs mountegd
repidly after 1926, when the tuition bill was
918,609.421and in 1930 the cost was $37,320.50, an
increase of over 100% in a five year period. he
time came when the wown Bosard ot Kducation believed
the digstrict counlg own and maintain a high school as
economieally as to pay tuition, and at the same time
Provide an educational program better sdapted to the
;needs of the distriect; it being born in mind that an
limedigte expansion of the gragde schools, involving
80 expenditure of some @75,000.00? was necessary had

?DO 8lternate plan been deviged.

;1- Annual Report of Town Board of Education, 1931~

_ 1932, p. 11.
j?- Superintendent of ‘wown Schools,
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The building of the Wilson School made it ;:3
possible to relieve the pressure in the elementary I
schools by including only grades one %o six in the first !
educational unit. Grades seven and eight are included f :

85 an integral part of a six year high school. iiany

teachers have stated that an entirely different atmos- L
phere is apparent in the several elementary schoolg

with the transference of the upper grades.

In 1935 there are 1,034 pupils in the first
1
six graedes of this district and 688 in the aplendidly

equipped Junior-Senlor High School. If we reduce the

students in the schools to grades we will find that

there are 1,384 in the first elght grades, and 297 in
the grades commonly known as "high school™, so that we

find one student in 4.6 going on for this training.

These figures alone are misleading, for the schools of

this part of the city are growing rapidly, with a re-

sultant increase in the size of the earlier grades.

Corrected for this, as nearly as is possible, it woulad
Seem that one student in 3.5 {about the same ratio as

1s found in the Clity District) goes on beyond the

eighth grads.

L. Office of the Superintendent, May, 1935.




In last year's graduating class 16 out of &5 went to
college which lg proportionately higher than the City
District.

The number of tuition pupils attendiing thisg
school isg negligible% 80 that a survey of the 5tudent
bady is an sccurate indiceation of the homes served,
unfortunately no compiled data is avilable, but the
estimate of the Superintendent ig that well over 75%
are American children, the majority of the others
being of Poligh extraction. In en effort to get a
rough check-up on this statement_visits Were made to
the class rooms ang Observations made in the corridors.
it would appesr that in the Wilson School, which ig
Tepresentative of the @istriet, the percentage of
children from non-Engl ish Speaking homes is consid-
erably less than this estimate with 10% foreign being
8 nearer figure.

The physical equipment of the High School is
€xcellent, Surpassing that of the City School District
in slmo gt every particular. The building is new, as
are the fittings, ana bprovision has been made for every
Teasonable need.

The teaching staff ig likewise good. The
Salariesrrange from $1000.00 to $1800.00 but the aig-
tribution at Present shows the average salary of grade

1. Total receipts from other towns in 1933-1934 was
¥466 .40,




1
teachers to be $1600.00, and about $1800.00 for tho se

in high school. No definite salary schedule has been
set for teachers but increases are awarded on a basis
of judgment. The instruciors are much younger in the
Woodrow Wilson High School than they are in the Uity
High District, but have an average teaching experience
of four years. The great majority of these came to
Middletown for the same salary or less than they had
been receiving in other institutions since city living
conditions and a new building groved to be more of an

inducement than financial gain.

Complications

A comparison of the schools in the first end
second district leads the anthor to believe that the
private corporation of the first district has no ad-
vantages to offer. It is true that eaducation in this
larger district is performed at slightly less cost per
rupil ($97.10 as contrasted with $104 .40 in the Town
District?——but 1t is not epparent that this is due to
Separation, being, rather in spite of it. The
educational program has no advantage over that of the
Other distriet. As concerns the respective high
Schools, the modern equipment of the Woodrow Wilson
1. Computed from Annusl Heport, Financial Statement,

1933~1934.
€. lir. loody.

3. Pigures include all expense directly connected with
Schools including Meintenance and Payment on Debt.

78.
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School is superior in most respects to that of the
Middletown High School. The children at the first men-
tioned institution have recreational opportunities im-
mediately available which can never be met by a school
located in the center of the city. Student interest in
gchool life is apparently encouraged to & greater degree
in the outlying school, and the plan of a six year high
School seems to be warking admirably.

There would appeer to be no gound reason why
all the schools of this city should not be combined
under one management, giving them standardization and
increased advantages in purchasing. It is, however,
unlikely that this shift will oceur in the near future
as it would require the dissolution of the incorporated
district.

In the meantime, the teachers in both dis-
tricts continue to Ffind their life in liddletown
pleasant. They are able 4o command the respect of the
compunity, and are willing supporters of civig
enterprises.

in conclusion, it would seem that Middletown
has a difficult educational problem, complicated from
8 administrative viewpoint by the unnecessary devige
of separate .school districts. whe high percentage of
foreign children, particularly in the city schools,
Creates a discipline and instruction broblem which
‘taxes the ingenuity of the teachers but ls being met

in & fairily satisfactory manner.




CHAPTER VI

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS

The Funection of the Church

Heligion has long had intimate connections
with other features of community life, but the modern
church has &l so become an important sponsor of various
community orgesnizations. In moral control, especially,
and in education, the church hsas long played a dominant
role, Kore recently it has developed recreational ang
soclal service features.

In t{iddlefown the church still rlays an im-
portant part in neighborhood and community 1ife. 9Yhe
churches are small enough so that there is a feeling
0f personsl interest among the parishoners, which is
encouraged by church societies and charitable
organizat ions. ‘The sewing clubs for the ﬁospiﬁal Aid
Society, which provides linens for the Middlesex
nospital, and the donation of rhanksgiving and
Christmas dinners to the impoverished members are

e€xamples of this feel ing.

80,
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Immigratiop and the Church

.The foreigners Who arrive in this ity bdbring
with them dertain religious traditions which they wish
to carry on. They find, however, that the church igs
as highly institutionalized elong nstionalistic lines
as any other element in the community life., they tend,

therefore, to establish churches of their own. ‘“here

are three racial branches of the Catholic church ipn
Liddletown; the Roman or Irish Gatholic, the Polish

Caetholic, and the Italian Catholic. Each has its own

church building, two have their OWn parochial schools,

and each is finsnced by the members of its own

congregation. The Ital ians, who wntil 4wo years ago

were members of the Irish Church, as they call it,
found that all the priests were irish or American, i

and that no masses were seid in Italiean. Consequently

they did not support the church very well and left the

financial burden on the Irish group, causing consid-

erable friction. 4hs difficulty has been solved by

the erection of = beauntiful ital ian Catholiec church

at the corner of Broad and washington Streets, where
itelian priests say Ltal ian mass.

here are three Lutheran churches, also

°rganized along national lines. ‘fhe Germans have the
Deutsche ILutheran Kirche, while the Swedes and other

Scendinavians have the Swedish Lutheran Ghurch, ang

In sdditian there is an #ngl ish speaking branch.




There have been variéus unsuccessful attempts
on the part of the Protestant churches to convert the
Poles and Italians. "he liethodist, Baptist, and
Bpiscopal churches cserried on this experiment for &
short time and then gave up after having converted
very féw indeed:

Church Organization

Whereas the Catholic population of the clity
outnumbers the Brotestant population, most catholics
attend one of three churches. On the other hand, the
Protestants refuse to combine but prefer thelr indi-
vidual types of worship.

Meany religions are represented here, in-
cluding the Catholic branches, Episcopaslian, Methodist,
Baptist, and Congregatlional churches, 88 well as
separate edifices for the Christian Scientists and
Jews. ihe colored Protestants have a small church of

thelr own.

82.




the Catholic Church of Sean Sebastian

One of the most interesting and important
religious groups is that of the tatholic church of San
Sebastian. <This recently organized church hes a parish
of some 6,000 people distributed in 900 families, all

ltalian. 1In designing the building it wes planned to

T S ———

make this church a community center for the parishioners

s well ag a religious institution, and so facilities

i

vl

for recreation are located in the gymnasium which is

below the church, in & basement. Among games for the i

youngsters are basketball, volley-ball, handbell, and

wrestling, while the athletic club for older men has e

pool tables and chess clubs. 3Saturday night deances
attract the young members of the families, and pro- 3

vide almost the only means of such recreation for the |

girls. This is true because it is sgainst rtalisn

principles to allow their daughters to go to publiec
places, or out at night, without craperones; severity

Which is reversed to laxity in the cese of boys.

Yuite as we wuld expect, the incorporation
of such activities in the church met with & wave of

protest from certain of the church members, but the

Plan was carried on to the present satisfsction of
the majority, and the respect and love of the Italians

Yor their priest is almost worship.
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But 1in spite of this his task bhas not been an
easy one. NoOt only did the parents in some cases ob-
Ject to the use of the church as a recreationsl center, |
but the children vho use-iﬁs facilities are not always
easy to control. indeed, the boys are decildedly =«

problem in this matter.

A Religious Strike

It recently became necessary that the Father
be allowed & vacation from his strenvous work at this

church, and in his plsce another, and well-liked

priest was substituted. nowever, some members of the_
community are convinced that this is & move on the
part of the higher church officials to take their he~

loved pastor away from them. *his conviction has

spread rapidly, and at this writing the members of the

church are engaged in a religious strike. ‘he mogt

£ctive spirits in the movement teke the names of all
who attend church and meke it as uncomfortable as

possible for them, urging that no one attend the ser-
vices and by this means force & return of "their own"
Priest. Lt is one of the greatest possible tribukes

%o the respect and sdoration in which he is held.
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Group Solldarity apnd the Church

We have considered the fact that each nation-
ality tends to organize its own church in which a language
Other than #nglish is often gpoken. It will be well to
Considér the effect of this upon the problems of
Americanization and adjustment to this country iﬁ.general.
the situation resolves itself almost entirely as one
peculiar to the Catholie churches, since the other re-
ligjious groups, while they do hold services in their own
languages, 4o not provide as popular recreational
centers and no individusl church ig of large gize. iror
this particular problem it is possible to limit dis-
cussion to the Italian Catholie vhurch {The shurch of
San Sebastian/.

it is not the author's purpose to discuss the
religious aspect of the problem and to determine to
What extent it insures tne congregation against de-
sertion to another faith, for that is certeinly as
fuch the motive in the Y.w.G.A. and the nebrew
Socleties as in the Italian Catholic.

Before proceeding in e consideration of this
Problem one must recognize the fact that the recrea-
tionul center of the Church of San Sebastian filled
& decided need, and one which the commuinity generally
Was either not willing or unable to meet. +he

ltalian children did not participate in the community

e e i —



86.

supported Y.m.C.A. nor was there any detergiined effort
to orgsnize them into teams by other means. ‘he ltalian
girls, due to strict parental supervision, could not
avail themselves of such recreational facilities as.
vere offered, and the older members of the group quite

naturally turned toward the church for recreation such

43 1s found in &ll churches--men-s ¢lubs and women's
soclieties.

‘the absorption of the italisn part of the
population by the city has been doubly difficult be-
cause of the large number of that nationality, and by

the fact thet they 811 come from the same part of italy

and speak the seme dislect, a thing which weakens the
incentive to learn Engl ish. However, some of the

second generation Itelian boys did join such organiza- ;:j

tions as the Boy SBcouts, sand upon the establ ishment of |

the Church Scout Troop they have shifted to thet group.

The use of recreational facilities where nonpe

but Italians are participating in the sports, combined
with attendance at schools where almost no one but
italien children go, cannot but strengthen the feeling

of group soliderity. It mesns that the children do

not come into contact with other nationsl ities end
retain tha Ita) ian ethos or societal character. It
results in thelir clinging to Italian ways and italisn

ideas, and in general thwarting the hallowed idea thet
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"America is the melting-pot of the world." This situstion
is true to & more limited extent in the Polish and other
churches but appears particularly acute at the Church of

San Sebadgian. |




CHAPTER VII

RECREATIONAL INSTITUTICUS

Play of some sort is universal in society,
but in discussing play we often use the terms recrez-
tion, smuscement, and leisure. These terms have much
in comamon, but some distinction may well be drawn.
Play means primerily free or active movements of the
body. Today, it is applied to any relatively pleasant
form of muscular or mentel actlon which does not con-
cern securing a livelihood or the obligations and
duties as parent, citizen, or memhber of the morsl and
religious order. Play may cell for exertion snd the
expenditure of energy, but the aim is primarily to
please oneself, to give plece to diversion. Recreag-
tion means the sct of recreating the mental and
uscular system through some refreshing, stimulat ing,
21nd diverting form of activity. In & looser sense it
refers to any pleasurable diversion, mental or
uscular, and for our purposes may be considered sy-

lionymous with play life. Amussément literally spplies

GL.




%o gazing at or seeing spectacles. Actually there are
meny emugements which involve active perticipation of
every member of the group. Amusement involves joyous
and pleasant activity, bften associsted with wit and

humor.

The Carnival

In liiddletown the majority of reople choose
to find recreation mostly in those types of amusement
or play which do not call for intensive outdoor
exercise. A carnival comes to town iwice or thrice a
year occuping & site on the north end of the city, and
it is very well attended during its week's stay. This
carnival usually consists of three rides, about eight
sh:ows, and numerous concessions, but its limitead size
is not a limit to the enjoyment the populace finds
in it. HEveryone feels the urge of the blaring celiope
which may be heard far blocks aronnd, and a great msny
Succumb to the call with a good natured festive spirit
which makes the otherwise rather drab spectacle an
interesting one. ior once in tieir lives college
Students and business men rub shoulders with tne most
rtecently arrived immigrant. It is a spirit somehow
Peculiarly in keeping with the mood of many of the
toreian population of Middletown, and it is they who
feturn night after night so that the crowd is made up
Mostly of them.

1. an Introductory Sociodopy. Kimball Young, American
Book Company, 1954. Pp. 304-305.
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“he Moving Pigtures

But aside from these few days each year, the
inhabitants of Kiddletown tind most of their commercisl
entertainment through the medium of the moving pictures.
The three loecsal theaters, each of which seats in the
neighborhood of a thoussand persdns, are gsubject to
Seasonal variations in sttendsnce. The manager of the
three local movie palaces, for oll of then are owned
and controlled by one group, states that the aversge
weelly sttendance, taken over the year, is sbout
seventy-five hundred of which from five tb six hundred
of the paid adnissions come from the university student
body. In other words, then, the weekly turnover of
the theaters is about one~third of the total bpopulation
of the city. The physical plants of these movie houses
are obviously far too large for the patrongége, and this
is met by the closing of et least one theater all of
the time, and the closing of twe of them in gertain
Seasons of the year. ©This overdevelopment of facilities
i1s largely the result of the fact that the demand was
lluch greater in former years than it is at present.

One estimate is that in 1929 the weekly average atten-
dance at the theaters in the best seasons approached
twenty-rive thousand, the same figure as the populetion
O0f the municipal ity, but whnile the officials of the

local company assert thet that i1s undoubtedly too high

90.
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1% is likewise true that there were many more movie-
goers thanp ssh at bresent. +he ftheaters, all three
of them, have installed sound equipment cnd have for-
saken the idea of vaudefille which was for gears the
¢hief attraction at one. yhe pit orchestras have com-
pletely disappeared, and the gppeal of the personal
element has been met to Somle degree by the inauguration
of en auction circus where the patrons of the theaters
bid for unknown articles 801d from the stage, and more
Tecently by the weekly sttraction of an 4Amateur Night
when local talent is given an opportunity to exploit
the stage--the winner of esch week's contest appesaring
over the radio and thus sub jectling that medinm of
entertainment to further questionable talent.

- The movie public show certain peculiarities
of taste in their selections. It is o0dd thet they
should like movies taken from well known books, but
10t so much from well known plays. It is illuminating
the t serials, now discontinued almost entirely, shoulg
be run burposely to appesl to the foreign element of
the auwdience. It jg likewise interesting to the
management that HER UNBORN CHILD drew an audlience of
90% women, while MEL VI ITHOUT #OMEY drew some 80%.mem.
ls there gome deep ssated psychology hidden therein or

1s it ap oddity of fact?




The audlences are larger for Saturday and
Sunday'showings‘than at eny other time during the week,
and are lerger in the Summer than in the winter.
Approximately 90w of the audience come from the leboring
class, if the theater estimates are correct. It is cer-
tsin, in any event, that far the largest proportion of
the atten&énts come from that group, but a Ssizeable
vieek-end group come from the farms of this county,
Coming to town for a day of shopping and s trip to

the movies.

Parks and Playgrounds

Iliddletown has no large wsll organized park
in which to sit on balmy summer evenings. there are,
it is true, two rarks with & combined are& of fivs
dcres, but all plans to convert suitable land into
another have dropped from sight. “here are, however,
good facilities for public playgrounds. rthere are four,
in 2ll, in the Sumiler maintained by the Commun ity
Service Organizsation with the luniclpel Athletic rielg
now in good condition, and those parts of Wesleyan
Field which are °pen in July and Augusk providing googd
Tacilities of this nature. ‘fYhere is ungue stionably o
large anmount of outdoor exercise underteken in these
onths by younger #iddlefovn, but in the winter there
1s almost aons. Practically everyone shows a hesi-

tuncy to skate, ski, or use tobogrzans which is not
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regdily understandable to persons coming from farther

north. whis is ﬁndoubtedly partially caused by the fact
thet there are few bersons living here who come from "
horthern surope end the southern suropeans candidly '
state that winter is a thing to be endured, not to be I
enjoyed. i
Indoor Play

A good deal of the slack in play is taken up

by indoor play of various s0rts. One of the gost

popular is thet of bowling which has g long season,

from September to June, and which is lndulged in by
everyone. ‘‘he loeal bowling parlors, of which there

are three, sponsor contests between lsborers and

bosses, between ingdivigual factories, between the

college fraternities, between women ang men, and he-

tween every other possible combinstion. [t is safe

to state thet no other sport 1g so popularly indulged
in ag is bowling. interest in commercial wrestling or
boxing is slight indeed, but the seme cannot be seid
for 17iddletown's basketball, but which does not inelude

S0 many perticipants as do some of the other methods of

play.
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dhe Publ ic Librery

xeading 1s one of the most universal 1y accepteagd
pastimes, and for g large proportion of the c¢itizens this
heans enjoying the books ang perivdicals proviged by the
Public Library. ‘whe iiddletown libraries &re controlled
by the city government and are opereted on o budget the
incoms for which is provided in part by the regular taex
system snd in part by the income from the endowment of
the Semuel Russell fund.

48 eerly as 1797 the titddletown Library was
established in thig town and in 180% another known es
the Middletown Circulating Library. sach of these hagd
&bout six hundreqd Vo lumes ang although usefunl Were not
established on bermenent beses ang they ceased to
Supply the want g%‘such insfitutions%

Prior to 18%5 no attempt was mage to found a
free public library thst should meet the vants of the
beople, and the lsck 0of such an institution might have
been Tolt For some time had not iirs. rrancis A. hKussell
founded the fussell Library as a memorial to her
husband Semuel Russell. She purchased the building in
Wiaich the Dresent nussell librery is locateq and en-

dowed it with $40,000.00 the income of which 1s usegd

1. sistory of liiddle sex Lounty, p. 94,




in the defrayment of expenses ond the purchase of hooks.

A% present the library thus founded as s memorial

%o the originel owner of the sussell anufecturing vompany

is under the comtrol of the city end is the chief link
in the chain of four local libraries. from 1t over

164,000 of the total city-wide 200,000 annuel cireula-

tion is drawn. 'he complete chain consists of the main

library alresdy mentioned, & branch sat South Farms, one
at Westfield (the circulation of which hes never been
above eight thousand) and the "wown Schools. Approxi-
mately 8Os of the total circulation of the combined
system takes place at the liain Library, but the more
interesting part of the study reveals facts concerning
the type of books demended snd the number demended in
terms of the entire population.

&lthough the library is excellently equipped
to supply books of both the fiction ana non-fiction
type, over & period of the last seversl years some
saventy per cent of 1l the books teken from the
library have been fiction% the physicel eguipment of
the library inecludes a total of 41,150 books, the
¢irculation of which hes increased annually for a
Nugber of years and interestingly. <whe figures for
tne per capita annusl circulation are given below and

are arrived at by dividing the total circulation of

1. See Appendix 16.
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all of the librearies by the total populetion of the

city and town of sMiddletown, as the entire district 1is

served
) a3} <f# o] 0 o~ a o [ — [AY] (2] <H
A S S S S U S GRS
] t ] ] i
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Uirculatiﬂn 3.9 4.2 it 402 4:-2 4!8 5-3 5-4 5.8 7-4 8-6 8.4:9

1t will be seen at once that the circulation of
the library increased abnormelly in the years 1931-1952
and 1932~198% snd has now begun to lose ground being
smaller in the early months of 1935 than in comparative
months of the other twe yearsa This later statement is
mgde with the authority of library officials, although
our figures are enough to attest the fect that circwla-
tion began to fall off a year ago. it is the belief of
the librarisns thet the explanation is fomnd in the fact
that a grest many of the population of riddletown were
out of work in the 19%1-1932-193% period and that they
have now gone back to work snd are not exercising their
demands on the library. 1% is stated by them that un-
ployed men who fomerly appeared at the library
regularly to depart with an armfullof books heve since
teken employment with the noted result on libvrary
Circulation.

1. the Library has no limit to the number of with-
drawals et one time.




About 45w of the enfire pepuletion of
mlddletown are registered borrowers at the libraries
and in their canposition consist of old and young,
native and foreign. About palf of the users of the
library are estimeted as bLeing foreign with the same
percentage found smong the children as among zdults.
Ltney are s&ll remarkably well behaved znd appear'fo use
the library freely. but among the foreign inhabitants
us ing the library the majority are of rolish parentage,
they enjoy the library and they use it.

1t has been seen, then, to what sn extent the
facilities for borrowing books are aveilable in the
city and to whet an extent the knowledge of the system
is spread, it is salso noted how much it is used and |
Teel sure that we have found one of the major factors
in the use of leisure time.

informal urgenizations

rortunately for the mental activity of the
people, and quite naturslly too, all of Middletown's
Tecreation is not of a commercial sort. A4 great deal
of it comes Brsfr informslly, it comes throuzh clubs
snd associations, and it comes from informal groups
banded together sometimes for & common purpose, &nd
Some tiiies because of common inkterests. “The Middletown
Scient ific Assoclation is one such organization in-

“ugurated and continued for the expressed purpoge of
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uniting those interested iu’soientific matters so that
they may enjoy lectures by prominent men of the scien-
tific world for pleasure, cultursl reasons, or Simply
curiosity. FHembership is open to the general publ ic
with a nominal annusl charge of $2.00 but it is not
necessary to belong to the organization to hear most
of the lectures. About orne hundred fifty attend but
of these coﬁsiderable number are, quite netursally,
college students. However, the mere fact that the
orgsnization is patronized by the college does not in
any wvay detract from the execution of its purpose and
i1t supplies a very decided need for the professionsl
workers of the oity.

The Little Yheatre group is another which
looks toward the college for its support but is active
among all of those interested in the drame. IFrom two
to four plays are produced snnuslly with elaborate
breparat ions both by the actors and hy the stage
workers. The group is entirely amateur end draws sup-
port from some two hundred persons. 1t provides a
source of interest in the theatre which is far more
lasting than is the period of production and presentsa-
tion of the plays themselves and is & reel joy to those
connected with it.

1t may be said with some Justificetion that

8side from the concerts, art exhibits, and lectures

ziven by Vesleyan University very little Ls done to
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afford an outlet for the deéire of the people to attend
such éstheﬁic amusements (aside from the occasionsl
oxhibits by the liiddletown Branch of the iew Englang
Historical Soclety, and the Community Concert
Association). This is aue largely to the excellency of
the university exhibits, making sny other attempts ap-
bear meager in comperison. It is certainly trué that
when art exhibits are shown in this vicinity they ap-
pear at the University and not st some other suitable
Place. But this can be true only of psassive exhibi-~
tions, and cannot be true at all of those which demanag
the active participation of the civie group. IKor
example, the musical orgenizations must succeed or fajl
depending on the degree to which they attract active
members. The Choral Union, which continues 4o function
year after year, is made up of & number of persons in-
terested in singing and they take the welcome opportunity
to rehearse and to give occesional concerts purely for
the pleasvre it gives them. But these above mentioned
8ssocistions and groups, while in most cases theoretically
Open to the public, are, in actuality, closed corporg-
tions in the sense that their appeal is to a definitely
limited seg;ément of the populstion.

The same 1s likewise true of the locsl bands,
Wihich are the sole swrvivors of meny musical organiza-
tions, but the distinction lies in the fact that the
bends are appeal ing chiefly to the Italien and Polish

Portion of the population where the others do not.

e i .
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The Y-L’I. C ..I"!..

It is to some extent true of the local Y.Ii.C. A,
but to a much more limited extent. With & large end
well organized plant providing rooms as well as enter-
tainmént fécilities, it exerts a pretty genersl appesal.
Due to the absence of a local Y.W.C.A. building the
group using its equipment are divided up into three de-
partments, one for men with about 600 members, one for
boys with about 400 members, and one for women and girls
supported by 300 paying menbers making & grand total of
1300 in all%

The fecilities provide a variety of types of
inside recrestion inclvding bowling, pool &nd billisrds,
reading rooms, lounging rooms and comfortable places for
fireside talks. 4 great many of the latter are given by
Wesleyan Professors and range from science to inter-
nationsl peace snd religion. The "Y" is certeinly a
popular place with the younger people and a definite
and fairly successful attempt is mede to convertthem
into groups with leaders who will be #good exsmples for
them and at the same time meet them on their own ground.
To some extent this is done through the indivigual
Clubs using the building as headquarters, partially
Shrough the medium of leagues for basketball sna
bowling in the winter and hiking in the summer, and

Lo some degree it is attempted by the regular weekly

l. Director of Middletown YI.C.A.
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dances. Interestingly enough, however, the membership

in the local branch was greatest in the ten years just
before the #orld War and it will be noticed thet the |
present membership of 1300 is less tnsn the 1600 par-

ticipants in 1930. 1t has continued, however, silice i
its founding in 1B77 end is at present housed ih &

building costing some $350,000.00. <whe eighty bed

sleeping capacity of the dormitory is well filled and

T i P e T, i

provides a temporary home for transient young men who

might otherwise heve difficulty in finding suitable

quarters. 1t is certain that the $15,000,00 raiged

annually for its support is well invested.

Daneing is one of the most popular forms of
amusement and is sponsored by all sorts of organiza-
tions. Not only does the Y.M.C.i. hold its dences il
but the Polish Club, the Italian Club, the Lions Club, ¥
and the Yacnt Club all teke their turns. The cnrate

0f the local italian Catholic Church is met by opposi-

tion from some of his parishioners for holding dences S
in the recreationsl basement of his church, but re-
ceives the stoutheartsed support of the remaiinder of

L
them. 1t seems to be generally agreed that the young

People will deance, and that unless suitable provision
is made for them by these organizations they will

certainly find it somewhere else. i

1. See Heligion.




antertainment At Homse

As for daily entertalnment in the homes them-
selves, we may say that about 800 radios are sold in

iiddletown in a year, sune of them on a trade-in basis,
of course, but they are to be found in at least 2,5332
homes. Piano sales are about one-third of sales in
former years and the market for vicirolas is almost
static.

unfortunately, however, it is uncommon for
families in iiddletown to parteke in femily parties
where young and old, along with their neighbars con-
gregate for an evening of fun. 1t is true, &s is
pointed out elsewhere in this paper, thst among the
foreign population these celebrations of weddings,
birthdays, and snniversaries do ocecur. But 1t is
gpparently much more according to the temper of the
local southern .mropeans to use every occasion for g
celebration anyway, and they never let Ssint
Sebatlan's day, the foeteday of the Ltalisn Patron
Saint of Liiddletown, pass without the proper parades,

Sports and evening celebrations.

1. wsstimete of bealers.
Z. United States Uensus, 1930, Population vol. VI,

p. 233.
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Clubs

It is thé manner of the community to sllow each ﬁ
member of the family to take his recreation slone or |
With a group of non-family assoclates with common i
interests. Lkor this reason we find & variety of men's g:
clubs, boys' and girls' organizations, and women's
clubs. Among the men's clubs are business organiza-

tions, fraternsl orders, racial orders, and benevolent

assoclations, as well as sporting clubs. ‘'the women en-

Joy thelr church auxiliaries, charitable orgenizsations,
bridge clubs, and musicel groups. 'he children, again, ]
unite into everything immaginable from scout troops,

to basketball tesms and basebsll teams, and nil-Y and

other similar orgaenizations--not to mention the gang
problem for the moment.

The tremendous interest i clubs and orgeniza-
tions will be indicated by the list of active orgsniza-

tions Touvnd on the next page.
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Some of them are benefit 4ssocliations, some of them ars
business men's luncheon clubs, and some are Philanthropic

in purpose. 411 of them have a ritusl of some sort, angd

three or four from this list at one time, but if more
than one Organization attracts i4 generally is because
1t serves g dif ferent pPurpose from the others in which
membership is helq. Thus s man may f£ing fellowship in
the wmasons, business relationship in the Exchange Glub,
and at the same tige belong to a benefit Order, or he
gy prefer any other of a large number of possible
Ccombinations.
Reasons for-the ir Joining range fronm "It gave

e a chance to aid the community in some way', to nwr
don't know', wp friend persnadeg me", or "The desire
for Saupanionship ang fellowship™., But wnatever the
original purpose of the order, ang whatever its reason
for existence, slmost invariably 1t does &« certain
emount of givie g00d. ‘'he Elks give to cherity; “he
mxchange Club dongteq $¢1700.00 recently for bleechers
a4t the Hunicipal field; the 044 rellows run the play -~
grounds for one aonth in the summer; the rotery Cluh
bonght a tuba for the boys® band--which to be Sure was
50me three SlzeS larger than the boy who Played it--,
and numerous other examples to brove the point might

unnecessarily be cited.
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nLxercise

These beople find an increasingly popular sport
in golf, which is the one really popular form uf outdoor
exercise among men--and somewhat emong ladies too.
Boating and yachting are too expensive for the Lverage
berson so that aside from those intgﬁggéd mariners whose
nome port is the iiddletown Yacht Club, it enjoys little
popularity. The tennis courts at Vesleyan, Red Wing Gas
Uompany at the north end of the town, and the Y.li.Cuhia,
draw their share of the younger persons--although it
might well be added that the sport does not draw as many
s might be expected in a city of this size. Is it be~
cause there 18 no active "younger set"?

But the followers of isamac Walton who would
éngle for hours on mossy brooks find the opportunity
& very pleasurable one--for trout, bass, and pickeral
may be found in nearby waters. 4 different story will
be told you by the hunters who lsment the scarcity of
quail and rebbits but go to the shore for ducks. in
this city of 25,000 there are from five to six hundred
frunting and fishing licenses sold annually, of which
about half are for fishing alone. .

in the winter, &s has already been stated,
there is little outside acbivity snd whet there is Ls
Chiefly skating--whicn is necessarily limited by & very
short seasgon. instead some twenty basketball teams,
xcluding the college angd rnigh School teams, challenge

“nd play each other., uwhere is & church league with
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Slx to eight teams; there is an industrial league; there

is a city leagne of police ang business men; there are j

the inter-city teams of mast side, Vest side, wnd Sons i
ot Lltaly, to 88y nothiug of the semi-professionsal |
glrls and voys teams which draw large weelkly sudiences
and play really excellent opponents. Leedless to say,
then, basketball is on the mind of most of the inhebi- g

tants during the cold weather even though most of them

are not engaged in taking an active part in the sport.

Newspapers

ithe results of these games are adequately re- i
ported in the loesl newspaper wHE KMIDDLETOWs PRESS

Which is daily circulated to about ten thousand pur-

chasers and tells them of the coming lodge meetings,

what moving pictures will be offered to the 7,500

attendents, when the carnival will come to town, Q‘V
i
whether the Y.u.C.A. is offering something new, and

social news. 4ll this togetner with the redio pro -

grans which will determine in a large measure whether
tne younger members of the femily stay at home or go ;7

off to some other point for their evening's enter- ;.r i

tainment . B '
f




CHAPTER VIIT

SOCIAL SERVICES

Social services in Hiddletown are the outgrowt
of the.urbanization and industrielization of the
community. In the earlier days of the city's history
there was little need of organized charity as we know
it at present. Neighbor-to-neighbor and church parish
donations constituted practically all of the charitable
work done in that "ploneer" stage, althoughr some aid
was glven by the town to the aged and poor.

As early as 1761 we find & bill presented
1
tc the town ag follows:

"To keeping a child of Davis from the 6th of

October 1760 to 9th March, 1761 per order
of Selectmen

21 Weeks at 2/1 peI‘ Week---......_. LB""2—"—O
to pair shoes cost 3/6 to gown 1/6 0--5--0
tO StOCkiDgS-...-......--..-.-...- 0"-1"-0
L2--8-~0
The care of the poor and saged as well as the
orphaned was assigned to the first Selectman of the
town, and remained under his Jurisdiction until 1924
Wwhen & slight change was made 50 thet, with the change
of city zovernment, a bepartment of Public Charities

Wes formed to teke over the work under the control of

l. Early records of the ‘own of Middletovm.
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the first Selectman ang the’mayor (ex~officlo), with
three members of the Common Council in the depertment.
The duties have remained the same except for the ob-
vious changes caused by an increased demsnd for the aid,
and the Board of Charities still remsins the represerta-
tive of the townls obligation to the unfortunzte s ick,

indigent, =and unemployed.

Publ ic Helief

Perhaps the most interesting phase of this
relationship lies in the attitude taken by the Board
toward those forced to seek its services. In 1929 the
officer in charge. remarked to ap investigator that:

"It {city relief} is not a loan, it is a gift,

and it is given only when the wolf gets just

outside the door.vl
In April, 1935, when the burden of relief has inereased
far beyond the smount that officers could then have
foreseen and when the bersons assisting in the offjice
0f the clty welfare department has chenged from two un-
trained workers to = corps of over & dozen including
Case workers, the ettitude was much giore sympathetic
s is well éxpressed in the change in name from "town
boor™ to M"welfare cases".

The rise in cost has been tremendous in the
last five years. In 1927 the togal cost to the oity

for public relief was #35,000.00 angd it continued at

109,

l. Coffin ang Jones, Soclal Service in Middletown, 1950.

£. Report of the Superintendent of Charities,
Lilddletown, 1927.
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approximately this figure thiough 1929. Since that time
the Board has found itself subjected to &ppeal not only
from thé i1l and aged, for whom it 1s normally intended,
but also from a greét many unemployed but otherwise
normal heads of families. The expenditure has increased
to $200,000.00lin 1933-1934 but it can no longer be said,
as it was in 1927, that this amount is “"conducted 8o

that our citizens have been able to care for the unfor-
tunate well within the smount set aside for this purpo se*,
indeed the same amount of moneygthis year has been

scarcely adeguate, not because of leniency or laxity in

the handling and distribution of the funds, but rather

because of the nunber of applicants.

r——ee

It is this situation, peculiar to most of the

cities in the United States which the Federsal government

s o

snticipeted and has attempted to alleviate by the dis- H
|

tribution of Federal Funds. The figures quoted above

($200,000.00) include both local snd Iederal copntribon-

tions, and of it $42,000.00 is correctly listed as
5 4

. B. R. A.-money and aspproximately the same smount is

AL

received by the city as reimbursement from other cities,

1. Report of the Superintendent of Charities,
Middletown, 1954. Total Expenditures..jl8l,420.03. S
2. Estimated by Department of Charities, April 20, 1935 <
for fiscal year ending Junme 1, 1955. i Hi
5. Federal Emergency Relief Administration. iy
4. Report of the Superintendent of Charities, ifiddletown, i
1924,
Total Expenses for the year............ $181,420.03
Appropriation...ceeeae.a..591,175.00
t. H. A, Receipts...eee..9$42,354.45
Receipts from State of
Lomn. &nd other towns....pdl,622.67 $175,152.12

Deficit 4o appear in 1954-1935

appropriatio.ﬂ-..oooc-..-o--q...-.q--.-q ;ﬁ; 6’578-91
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towns, and the state for thé gupport of non-resident
femilies. We see, then, that the sctual amount of
money which must be included in the tax raiging budget
of this city for relief is in the viecinity of
#100,000.00, a three-fold incresse since 1927.
Previously it was mentioned that this has not
come &bout through & tendency to be generous in the
distribution of funds. 'he system which is used is a
stringent one based upon a minimum budget by which the
rellef granted varies with the size of the family in-
volved. "This schedule is used by the city for its own
and government money end allows & definite amount for
food and clothing per person in any family. There is
no need to explain its operation in detzil excep} to
state that it allows $7.60 for food in a family of

1
four consisting of parents and two children an smount

50 small that a local nutrition workerzstates:
"Adegquate diet can be maintained only if very wise
purchasing is done and careful planning of meals is
used." The rent allowed veries from the $12.00 per
month for each family on direct city rellef to %16.00
per month for those households where the nead of the
family works for the F. B. k. 4., and in this conpnec-
tion it .is poiuted out in the chapter dealing with

1. 'he average person in Kiddletown spends Pp2a2d

for food each week. See section on Economig

institutions.
€. Miss Lockwood of the Uay Wursery Associction.
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ramilies thet only a few ohéap rentals are available at
this price. We would expect, tﬁerefore, that some gif-
Ticulty would be found in providing shelter st this rate,
and as a matter of fact local welfsre officers state

this to be one of their major problens.

The number of persons demanding relief from
the city itself varies s employment through the rederel
funds‘fluctuates. but the number recéiving &id through
the combined resources rema ins fairly constant, not
changing greatly from the one thousand femilies be ing
assisted on April 20, 1935. on that date this gronp
contained a membership of something over four thoussand
persons {(a sixth of the entire population of the city)
and of these thousand families 266 were hesded by
persons working for the #. E. R. A., 154 were engaged
in work for the city, and the balance, or 580, were on
@irect unproductlve relief.

tn the opinion of thase engaged in the

funicipal office, which cares for &1l the local publ ic
relief amnd distributes food occasionally donated by the
Federal governuwent, the largest port of the aid goes to
the foreigm population of the first or second genera-
tions living on the sast side of luin Street. 'his
they explain in two ways, first, because the pPropor-
tion of the lnhabitants of the municipelity is de-
¢ldedly foreign, and, second, the foreign iuvestigator

Teports an interest ing psychological resction. Lt is

AR e oS
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his bel ief that the Italian temperament is such that

the existence of a neighbor receiving sid from charity
prompts others in the vicinity to set out to get similar
doles. The reletive need of that neighbor may have no

part in the logical process by which others decide that it

is their duty to collect from the city also. 'he problem
then becomes & difficenlt one for the investigetor whno is

responsible for about one nhundred families and cannot

possibly spend adequate time investigating each, but I I
would hesitate to assert that the difficulties are

limited %o one part of the population.

The attitude of the general pﬁblic toward re-
lief has changed tremendously. “he case workers find :

that the applicants for c¢ity help no longer feel the

stigma attached to the words “city charge'. 'hese

workers, most of whom have been trained in private
charitable organizsations and have been employed by the
city in the emergency, maintein that in the past people
hesitated to go to the city for relief end that the
problem of private charity was therefore more acute.

4% present the hesitancy is overcome by the fuct that

the head of the family goes first to the Federsl xe~

employment Office seeking work, and when it is not

forthcoming applies to the clty Board of vharities for

& job on the city projects. Having mede this first

Step it is not nearly so hard for him to apply for

direct aid, which is too often combined with the cool l j




assertion, "I must and { intend to neve work or money ,"
In practically e€very case the person would greatly pre-
fer work, but whether or not it is available fungs must
come from e of the tﬁo sources, federel or local, if
the Investigstors are convinced of the sincerity of the
heead.

in the meantime the Town Farm continues o
operate with thirty reople there at present costing the
city between $6.00 snd #»7.00 per week for esch. This
institution is located in an 0ld farm house taken over
Tifty years 2go to be used for its present purpose.
1t formerly seems to have been used as a catch-all for
the town including insene (insane who would now be sent
to state asyluns as are the fifty mentally diseased for
which 1iiddletown annually pays l0,000.00) which is
evidenced by remarks in the old records such as, "Hagd
the Jim-Jams very bad", after the naemes of certain of
the innates. “he house and equipment have been s2ddegd
to since it was taken over, so that it now has room for
tuirty persons which could be extended to care for
fifty people.

In addition to those supported through the
City end redersl funds, and the sged supported at the
rown rarm, there are & few persons in lilddletown ra-
Celving aid through the Connecticut Widows Ald and
Soldiers' kelief. in 81l the part of the population
fecelving some sort of public relief is about 25% of

2ll residents.
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Private Relief

But in addition to this publicly supported re-
lief there are a variety of private serviées, which for

the most pert consist of the "human" or non-economic
D

charities. 'hey are supported by publ ic voluntery sub-

scription or private donstion and while they do try %o

give financial assistance in some cases, the greater ).i
part of their efforts are directed toward other goals. j_E
One obvious fact has hampered their work. S

They failed to cooperate: Ior that reason an attempt

was made to organize a Vommunity Chest in iiddletown .‘¢
during 1922 which failed dismally due to & number of

factors. 1n the first place the drive was menaged

entirely by local persons whose suggestions were sub-

Jected to more criticisnm than would have been those

of a paid organizer, and, secondly, certain organiza-

tions were included in the chest budget which did not

meet with general approval. For this reason the vested
interests in each particular charity continued to go
its own way regerdless of the others. <where wvas dupli- ;
cation of service and poor orgenization genserally.

In 1930 the Chamber of Uomme rce attempted to

do something sbout the situation by orgeanizing a

bouncil of Socisl Agencies with sn eye to eventually g

developing it into a central ized Community Chest burean.
“his Gounecil included most of the larger orgenizations

gnd established a central bursau, located in the officeg
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of the Femily Welfare Associétion, where every case aided
by any Qf the members of the Council was catalogued, and
filed for reference by other groups. 1ts success was
limited by the fact thet only the most important, thet
Is the largest, charities pariticipated. In the meant ime,
and up until 1935, each of the twelve larger ggencies
continued to run special drives for ruising funds.from
the public.

in the spring of 1935 another, and this time
very successful attempt, was mage at & joint Community
Chest from which each of eleven charitable groups may
in the future draw the ir funds, 2llocated zccording to
bugetary needs to supplement endownent and o ther mnds
available. “he eleven included the tamily Welfeare
ﬂssociation, the vistriet Nurse ABsoclation, 8t. ILukes
nome, the wvay Wursery, the r.M.C.A., the rmospital Aig
Society, the boy Scouts, the County .G 4., the Girl
scouts, the salvetion Army, and the viocesan Burean
of Social Service.

ihe goal of $51,954.18 was slightly over-
Subscribed so that to all appearances the condition oz
twelve separate drives has bLeen overcome for the
future, but until 4pril of this year the charities wsare

mn on individually donated funds.

1. Specisl conditions brevented the wmiddlesex
no0spital from Joining.
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1% is regretable that 1o Buccessiul attempt hag
been wmade to.combine the many other charitable Crsanize-
tions ineluding churches and the kKemale Charitable Society
but at the present it seems too much to expect.

In one group, now included in the chest, “2he
four Allieq tharities, cooperation has been vnususlly
Successriul. his combined organization consists of the
ramnily welfare association, the vistrict murse_ﬁssooia-
tion, the Day Nursery Assocliation, ang the Hospital Aiqd
Auxiliary.

The Family Welfare Association

The organization which has the most impressive
record, and which operates with obvious Sincerity ang
Success is the Family Welfare Association which ey be

termed the leader of headquarters for this group of

foar charities. liost of the actnal work of the Family
Welfare is of an advisory nature in the settlement of

broblems other than ecanomic need such as estrangemant

0f the family, maladjustment, ang providig counsel ang

T

advice. It Cooperates, as do all of the four in tiisg
group, with the municipal charities eng is, therefore, s
the beneficiary of g municipal appropriastion. 411

Cases of need apg unemployment coming to the attention

°f the other members of the Allied Charities are turned i
Over to this organization which then procsegds to send

trainegq investigators who make @& personsal study of the




family, which they can do more adequately then csan the
Imunicipal investigators since each aemily Welfare worker
has thirty-five homes while the wunicipal oase-workers
nave one hundred. If & condition of need is found, of

financial sort, the agsoclation assunes the obligation
to help over financial emergencies, but if the situation
is such as to demand longer attention the cese is re-
ported to the city officials who assume the burden of
the expense. In this period of great need until defi-
nite signs of read justment gre visible, the Family
Welfare Assgociation attempts to outline and enecoursage
the femily in the art of living and saving, s well as
straightening family differences.

"kuch of the work done by the Family Welfare
Association is service. It takes the form of
counsel and advice, getting work for people,
adjusting people to their work, adjusting debts,
compensation insurance, seeing that the widow,
the deserted mother snd the orphan are taken
care of, and helping them to ad just themselves
to life, helping &11 our families...and in gen-
eral to foster the development of wholesome
family life...and to coordinate the work of sll
agencies in varjious phases of Tamily work in
the community."l

The source or income for this work is divided

in three ways; $500.00 from nunk ipal appropriation,

& varying smell emount from the store which sells
Sécond hand clothes given by bersons interested in

the orzanization, and chiefly by individual donations.
In all the budget of $10,000.00 is very limited

1. Report of the Superintendent of the Family Welfare
Agssociation, 1931 (lMiss Godwin ).
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indeed, but does Provide assistance in some cises where
the oity may not g0 {where some broperty is owned) ang st
the same time Cooperates with cltly charity by investiga-~

tlon of the worst city cases.

The District Nurse Association

The second, and very important, member 0of The
Four Allied Charities is the District Nurse Association.
The staff of gix trained nurses and one clerk, one
student nurse, and elghty-nine volunteer workers finds
its service in demand by all classes 0f people in the
sommunity, The purpose of the organization is to pro-
vide part-time nursing service to Sthe community for the
asslstance of bersons requiring skilled treatment but
whose condition is not ¢riticel enough to demand a
full-time nurse. “he nurseé aiways make one visit to
any family about which they are notified, whether the
notification comes from the physician, neighbors, or
the femily itself. After this first visit subsegu ent
Visits are mmde as conditions demznd, esnd for each of
thege a charge of $1.00 is made which covers g bart of
the cost of the fmrse, and for which no Ssurgical supplies
are provided. The Assoclat ion makes an effort to col-
lect their charge whenever it is at all Possiblse, but
in cases Where the cost cannot be met by the family
the service ig nonetheless continued ang partial pay-
lents or no pay at a1l is considered as settling the

bill. Even ir all the calls were peld for the cost

MLy OO, w0




of the service would still be greater than the income
Since $1.00 per call is not sufficient to pay the
expense.

The deficit is met by an endowment income of
#2,000.00 each year, receipts of $2,780.00 from two in-
surance canpanies which pay for visits to their policy-
holders, #1,000.00 donated by the city, $1,200.00 fronm
the sale of Christmas Seals, ang #4,000.00 from & can-
vas made by the hurses themselves or (in the future)
from the Vommunity Chest; making a total budget, in-
cluding $800.00 received from pay pratients, of
¥12,500.00lfor & service which gives 1800 free vigits
each year besides those for which a charge is made,
as well as the advice of & physicisn whoge Services
&re paid for in part by this Soclety and in part by

the individuals ana employers.

The Day Nursery Assoclation

In the same building, the upkeep of which ig
endowed for the District Nurse Association, ana where
&ilple space is available, is located the office of the
Lay Fursery Association. Originally this Orpanization
Was intended to provide a home for children who se
parents were at work and for which a moderate Charge
Wes made. However, the demsnd for this grew smaller

until at last, in 1931, there were only eight children

1. “he budget for 1935 is $12,459.79 (lMiss Gilbert).
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and the work was discontinued. 7he committee in charge
of this private organization proceeded to sell the home
which they owned for the worlk, and to apply the proceeds

toward the hire of a specislized cnd qualified nutritiop

s R i e -

worker, baying for her services through the income from
the fund, supplementing it by individual contributions
(in the future to be provided by the Community Chest).

A% the present time the chief expenses are

confined to the salary of the worker and some small
amouwtt for supplies, but for this & great deal of very
interest ing work is beling done. The organization is |
particularly interested in the welfare of children, ﬁ
and with this in mind seventy of the most undermurished '
children in Middletown's schools were selected. It is
new the duty of the worker to get in touch with the

parents of these children and to assgist and direct then

R

in proper diet, as well as to recommend to other azgencies

that corte in necessities such s milk are heeded but the ﬁy

funds lacking. The worker also gives advice to any cases

polinted out by the vistrict Hurse Associction or other
interested parties.

The racial and economic location of the children
Tound to be the most undernourished in riddletown's
Scnools is-illuminating for our study. Practically
unaﬁimously they come of italian parentare, and from
femilies which have been or are at present objects of

Public charity. It is moreover true that wheress the




average family size in the clty is slightly less then
four, the average of these famillies vhere particolariy
bad nutrition is found is Seven, which provide& an

interesting camment in itself.

The Hospitgg Aid Society

The fourth member of this interesting quartet
of private social services is the hospital Ald Society,
“his is not strictly e city organization, but its Scope
is the whole of liiddlesex Lounty. ihe object of this
group of women is to furnish the hospital with bandages,
linen, haby ¢lothes, and other hospitel accessoriss,
i“he material for this 1s bought at & discount by funds
privately raised, and made into the lNecessary articles
&t semi~-socisl gatherings ang by the varions middlesex
County church societies. in addition to this the
group aitempts to maintain the Hospital Library for the
comfort and pleasurs of the sick. 1In a1l the work done
by this socliety is estimated as being worth about
$9,000.00 each year and for it $2,200.00 wWill be pro-
vided by the Community Ghest next year.

The American ied Cross

The local bramch of the Americen Reg Crosgss
does not ordinarily attempt a wide fleld of socisl
service locally, but is limited almost entirely to
helping war veterans. aig is given them in & spaljg
way financially, but for the most part they are sided
in acquiring entrance to veterans homes and in re-

Ceiving hostpial attention when necessary.
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The Salvation Arm
= = 20N Army

10 widdletowy is chiefly valuable for jig Sbecializeq

type orf Teclamation Work, with Services berformeqg ina

Qemand. |t does, however, Perform g Valuable function

for g barticuvlar group and ig, therefore, ilmportant

Lhe kemale Gharitable Societz
One particularly interesting, but unfor.
tunately Obscure, bragch of rTelief ig given by the
0ldest Charitable Organization in middletown, “he

Femal g Charitable Jociety. qhe work of thjg Organiza-

formerly been much more foztunate, and who fing Them-
Selves in financie difficulties. The oney recejveg

Trap theincome of &n endowmen t fung is so distributed

Other Sources,

1. iissg Briscoe {Community Che st Secretary ),
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Other Agencies

Space does fot pemit a deteiled study of the
other societies for social service in liiddletown, but
one at least deserves mention. Ssint Lukées rnome 1s one
of the few church organizations whileh is non-sectarian
and provides a home for aged and indigent women. It is
under the control of the Spiscopsl Church buf being
non-sectarian in service is included in the budget for
the Community Chest a&s is the Diocessn buresu of Socisal
Service, an orgaenization basicly 6Gatholic but attending
varticularly to the prablem of wnwed mothers.

The work of the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts is
woll known and that of the Y.M.C.A. is treated in the

chapter on xecreation.

The iiddlesex Hospitsl

There is one prominent organization of social
service which we have not treated thus far but the
neglect of which would make this study incomplete.
1t is the Lilddlesex hospital. It is & complete unit
in ifself with separate heat ing plant, laundry,
plumbing, nurses' homes, and carpenter shop. fThe
interior equipment includes 150 beds in wards, semi-
wards, and private rooms, as well &s operating and X-
ray roomé, tnd one of the best laboratories in the
state of tConnecticut. "his institution, like so many
Similar organizations, is not self-supporting &nd is

financed by 1ts endowed income supplemented by yearly

o g Bt
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contributions obtained througﬁ a county-wide drive fop
funds, and an o ffer from the Hazen Foundetion to metch
two for one évery dollar given by subs@ription. uwo
date this organization has not entered the Community
Chest as it had a large deficit which could be met only
by a defennined individusal drive, but it ig expected
that it will be included in future Years.
Uhanged Position of Private Charity

In & recent "startling exposure" ip the city
of rew York considerable comment was arfoused over the
tact thet most of the higher sslaried positions in the
public charities department were held by trained social
workers. ‘hig sltuation is likewise true in tiddletown,
and 1t is moreover true that most of these workers have
had no experience in public¢ charitable work. They have
been traineqd by private organizations in the methodology
8nd procedure of case work but were drawn into the
rublic charities office in the belief that only trainea
and competent workers could attack the Problem
intelligently.,

unfortunately eacn of these workers for the
city of lilddletown ig required to'handle 30 meny caseg

that an intel ligent examination of each is impogsible,

inadequate report on the economic statug of the family

Neglecting other broblems.
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it is at this point ‘that private organization
steps in to fill the gap, Tor there are other problems _
besides the economic ones. mr. Linton o. Swiftlpoints 2
out that "Private agencies are freed from the 'physical
needs! of those in distress and are turning toward what
we might fterm the *hwosn: aspects of the program', he
goes on to say, "We realize that a rounded Temlly wel-
fare and relief program requires both public and private
agencies, each supplementing the other, with cooperation

and an inflow of services between them. sach type of

agency has its opportunity and its challenge for the

future.®

this chal lenge cannot be met in rmiddletown

unless each organization is willing to cooperate mere

readily then has been trve in the past. Great effats

must be made to induce the churcen organizstions znd the

TR | I LA T

benevolent fraternal groups to use the facilities of
& central board. Lt is likewise true thst with the
burden of monetary relief shifted to public cherities

the private charities must work particularly in the

fields already selected by the Hamily Welfare

Association.

1. Address at Middletown, November 6, 19%4. Copy
at Family Welfare Assocliation Office.
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CEAPTER IX

PRORBRLELIS AND CONCLUSIONS

Middletown is typlecal of Connecticut cities in
the same population group. Not only 1s it chiefly &an
industrisl community, but its composition is not greatly
different from that found in the neighboring cities in
the State. It has a foreign-born population which rep-
resents roughly one-quarter of the number of its total
inhabitants, and a totel foreign “element", made up
of the foreign-born and the children of forelgn-born
parents, which is approximately one-helf of the entire
number of people living within the bounds of the
township. These people have come to liddletown from
the southern &nd eastern Buropean countries, chiefly
Itely and Poland, in search of industrial employment
and have created problems of assimilation and adjust-
ment which are not as yet completely solved.

Since the stream of immigration began shortly
after the vivil Wer, when niiddletown definitely turned
away from shipping as her chief business and entered

the field of industry, and becsuse the inflow of
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forelgners was Practically stoﬁped about 1910, through

quota limitations and other faotors, there are relat1v91y

few first generation foreigners in the younger age groups.,
0f the total of 5,810 foreign-born, st least 5,495 are
25 or more years of age.

1t is noticeably true that the population of
the city, taken as a whole, shows & smallar number.of ~
children than are found in gBome of the older age groups.
This is common to Industrial cities generally, and
should not be assumed to indicate that the ropulstion

of the city is in the process of decreasing. The birth

and death records in this city do not indicate any
Such explasnation, for while the birth rate has de-~
clined in the last decade, it has been accompanied by
& falling death rate which leaves an almost constant
net gain of births over deaths, and in this decade the
olty has been growing!

It appears rather that the population is
regularly augmented from outside Sources by men and
women of the age for industrisl work. "his is common
of both sexes, and thig is explained by the fact that
the chief industries of the city are able.to utilize
female labor to g0od advantage, it being generally

cheaper to hire women than men for the same work,

while women in some ¢ases are more efficient.,




Another sizeable part of the population is en-
gaged in retalil merchandizing. In Middletown's 320
stores there are 284 proprietors and f£irm members who
are net on ﬁhe payroll besides 1,060 full-time

employees. Middletown's total retall sales of twelve

million dollars represents a large proportion of the

entire annual ssles of the country, which uses this

largest oity within its borders as a shopping center.
The position of KMiddletown in the eounty ts

one of increasing importance, for the percentage of

the inhabitants of the county located in iiddletown

hes been increasing over a number of years, until at

present 48% of the county's population is located in

this eity. This in itself may be en indication of

the changing role of county government, for certainly
the centralization eleminates to some degree the
necegsity of the 1érger governmental unit. It appears
that middletown is itself growing slowly but steadily
and more rapldly than the countiy, so that this par-
ticular situation will be aggravated rather than re-
lieved in the foture. |

The housing problem which was particularly
acute &t the turn of the century, and which resulted
in the appearance of a cheap tenament district below
maln Street, is gradually clearing itsself up. The
foreign part of the population for whom conditions
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were partiocularly bad have improved their homss'and are
buying and expanding in other sections of the town,
alowly but notliceably.

In 21) cases the family groups &are patriarc%}hl
and monogomous, with the strength of the family group
declinlng with the industrislization of the city. ﬁany
functions of the home heve been assumed by the city and
other institutions, while the occupation of the husband,
and in some cases the wife, often demands that they be
absent from home & large part of each day. The only
ohance for famlly gatherings comes in the evening and
centers around the radio. However, the members of
this community partake extensively in the opportunities
forﬂeﬁjoymént af'cluha and other organized groups.

Thig is quite trme of both the native and foreign in-
habitants, but the foreign dwellers continue to
celebrate festive days together with the result that
neighborhood gatherings are more common among them
than among the "Yankee stock". |

The foreign—born. moreover, hesitate to mix
wiﬁh the nativg members of the community ln other
activities and are not encouraged. Each-partlcnlar
foreign group has its own church and the absénoe of
a religious institution in which & particular

language is spoken is cause for long and loud

1amentation; The Italians, most of them natives of




Sieily, have given formal expression to racisl unity
more thoroughly than any other group. The church pro-
vides recreation facilities &s well as religious ones.
the result is that the italians live together in their
own district, the children go to schools in which most
of the puplls are of the same race, and all look to
the ir own church for clubs and other organizations.
This complicates the problem of assimilation and may
do much to keep them a compact and separate group for
meany yesars.

it least two Middletown institutions mus?t be
structurally changed if they are to function
efficiently. 'he school system in Widdletown is un-
duly complicated by the existence of two separate and
jindividual school departments within the oity limits.
One of these operates within the most densely populated
part of the city and is & privately incorporated system
supported by the residents of that particular section.
whe other includes sll of the ares of the clity pot in-
cluded in the first distriet. 1ts eight elementary
schools and one High School are maintained and sup-
ported by the citizens of that district. At present
these districts do not cooperate in any way, but are
merked by & perturbing sense of rivalry which s un-
whole some and nneconomical. The solution of this
problem will involve the dissolution of the first

achool district and the absorption of it by the cliy.
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Until that time the advantages of uniformity of educa- 1

tional Opportunities, ang economy in purchasing ang ﬂ

transference of teaching ability cennot be obtained,
the second institutionsl broblem in Kiddletown
is that of social services. bntil 1930 the needy were
cared for through the system of Municipal Charity, for
which an annual budget of $35,000.00 Was considered
sufficient, and the balance of charity, often consigt-
ing of Tinancial aid, was performed by privately sSup-
ported and organized 50cial service groups. After
that date, however, unemployment Heocessitated the
entrance of the Federal government into this fiela
through the P. W. 4. and the F., E. R. 4. at the same
time that the municipal government was compelled to
increase its expenditures considerably, the total
cost to the two public charities belng $200,000,00
each year. Previously the twelve largest private
organizations hag attemptseg unsuccessfully to or-
ganize g Community Chest, a miseraple failure, and
later to avail themselves of each Other's informstion
through g Council of Soecisal Agencies. However, only
the largest of a multitude of private organizations
expressed intersst and even among them some duplica-

tion of Services is foung.
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The Buccessful organization of a Community
Chest this year will at least 8top eleven annual drives
for money, But unless the'various churches, and other
organizations now attempting social services, are
willing to share and use infomation in common Wifh
the other groups it is probsble that duplication and

lack of cooperation will continue.

The function of these private agencies has
changed and must change more. The physical or mone-
tary paert of the relief problem is best attended to
through publiec agencies, while the private agenclies
need to assume responsibility for the other serviges.
Health, the adjustment of femily diffionlties, and
adequate investigation are rightly within their

province. If they are to meet the exigting and

common demends, changes must be instituted 8t once.
The author feels that one group of apparently

conflicting economic evidence demands some explanation.

It has been shown that library officials report a de-

¢rease in the circulation of reading material, a fact

which they choose fto attribute to the disappearance

of unemployed workmen among their borrowers. The

employment situation seems somewhat better than & year
ago, and the savings banks do0 not show a decrease of
depogits. At fthe seme time the relief bill for public

8gencies 1s as great as or greater than that 0f the

precegding years of depression, and tremsndously

greater than in the period up until 1930.




1t may be that there head be no correlstion
between book_circulation and the number of unemployed,

in spite of the opinion of library officials to t he

contrary., It is generally accepted that unemployed

workers tend to do most of their reading in the firgt

Jear they aré out of work. A rart of the explanation

is undoubtedly due to the reemployment of soms workers
through Federal rellef, which while teking them from
the ranks of the unemployed, puts them into. the

figures for bublic relief. Although a large per cent

0f the bank depositors have small accounts, this

dogs not ingicate that moat of the total deposits in

dollars is controlled by that group, and as figures

for the tota number of individusl bank depositors are

not available, it appears unjustified to counsider

Such deposits an indication of clty~-wide Prosperity,

There has appeared in Middletown s hew sooial

group, that of the unemployed, which ig at present

not united ang orgenized. It is s potential Power

which, if properly stirred, might present more than

& social problem. There &rs present in it uncal-

culable dynamic forces, some of which are the resuls

of lack of assimilation of foreign parts of t he
bopulation.
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The keynotg 0f thesse conclusions may well be
that in thig Connecticut eity, which hag sought ang
found cheayp foreign labor, there has arisen with the in-
flux of natives of other countries a staggering Problenm
of assimilation which has not been met. The attitude of
the native Population isg patronizing and unsympatheficx
The opportunity for inter~marriage does not come until
at léast the second generation and even then 1s dis-
couraged by the parenpts. Inter~clty racisl districts,
raclal churches, racial parochial 8chools, and last
of all racial recreation! Each of these is g Problem
which demands the 8erious consideration of all con-
cerned with the future of Middletown. The only
Solution up until this time hag been the accidental
one of the gradnal @xpansion, ang Consequent reduction
in intensity, of the foreign inter-city districts. 1%
ay be that with the disappearance of the firgt
generation foreign-born the difficulties will be
alleviated,

It ig not the burpose of this es8say, a survey
and study, to Suggest measures to the lohebitants of
Hiddletown. The author hopes that they appsar more
Or less obvious after 8 consideration of thig thesis.
It is regrettéble that the ¢lty does not take
advantage of available Federasl money to improvs the
Tiver-front, possibly building a fine highway along
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it while leaving the historic traces of maritime activity,
and at the Same time clear up the most ungightly part of

the city by'removing the.dilapidated houses, which
would,.incldentally, force the residents from thisg

congested foreign district,




SOCIAL AND £CONOMLC INTERRELATIONSHIPS OF
" RACIAL GROUPS

Among the inhabitants of Middletown there are
indiviaduals who originate from one op another of many
countries. It wil] be of interest in\this study to
determine something of the So¢ial and economie relation-
ship of these d ifferent groups, and to fing whether one
particular foreign group has progressegd up the soecisgl
and economie lagder &t a greater rate than the other
groups. We are, moreover, interested to know whether
the progress of one of these groups has been at the
8Xpense of the others.,

There are at leagt tWo approaches %o this
broblem: first, we might compare the total represen-
tative from esah nationsal group in particuler economiec
steges; or Second, we might compare the representativesg
of each racial group in partieular eConomic stages in
proportion to the total number of population in that
nationel group. It is believed to be more important
0 follow the latter procedure, and for that reason
graphs have besn brepared to illustrate the changes,

using the years 1880 and 1934 for comparison.
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The data for the accompanying charts and graphs
depend_primarily on ﬁwo factors. It is necessary to
know the totel number of persons of 8 given national
origin in eny one economic group, and it is necessary
%o know the total numbsr of persons in each nationsl
group.

The first problem is attacked through the use of
the direetory of the City of Middletown for the years
1880 and 1934 with particular use of the classified
direstory where possible. The brackets into which the
nationalities will be elassified are arbitrarily
selected as: (1) Capitalists; (2) Small manufacturers
-and others requiring similar eapital; (3) Professionsal
workers such as doctors, dentists, ana lawyers; (4)
Famers and dairy-workers; {5) Smell business owners.
In the first hracket, which consists of caplitalists
and owners of large industries, it is negessary to
rely chiefly upon a 1list of those who are or were, in
the emthor's judgment, the most influential and cor-
rectly come-under this class.

In the United States Census for the years 1880
énd 1890 there are no figures available which may be .
translated directly into the sountry of origin of
iiddletown's population., Date are given, however,

for the totel population of the city and of the eounty,
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that of the ¢ity being 11,732 in 1880 wWhile that of the

county was 85,589, In other words, approximately one-

For Middlesex County there &re listed 29,610 native
white inhabitantg and 5,979 foreign-born, clagsifieg
a8coording to the country of birgh, there is no data
for the ¢ity or Gounty as to the Dumber of secong

generat ion foreign. af that date the Second generation

tion foreign born Was about equal to the number of firsgt
generation foreign bom in Middlesex County and ip
Hiddletown gt that date, If g0, we hay arrive gt the
figure for the total foreign "element" (first plus
second generations) in the sounty and city by Simply
doubling the numbers of the first generation. If we
nake g seoond'assumption, that the foreign part of the
Population of the eounty is distridbuteq proportionately,

l. Uniteq States Censys (1880)

Total Population of Connecticut 622,700
Foreign-born Population of Connecticut 129,992
Seoond-generation Foreign-Born

Population of Conneaticut 147,154
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then we may fing statistics fof i{iddletown in 1880,
Sueh figures are the bagsis of this work%

It is obvious that thig chart is based on two
assumptions,'éither of which may be mistaken. In the
opinion of the author they are probably near enough ths
truth to Justify eontinuation wWith the problem, singe no
other approach ig ava ilable. it is important to observe, N
in the light of the ropulation in Middle town today, that
there are no persons of Polish origin represented (there
are likewise no Polish nemes in the directory), ang
there were only 15 persons of Italiqn origin. ‘'he
number of Irish, however, has remained about constant
up until todsy and the Seandinaviens have ingreaseqd
only from 450 %o 500.

The problem of determining the number of persons
of each nationality in any given economie group is not
besed on such questionable assumptions, although it is
assumed that it is possible 4o tell from the names of
the inhabitants whether they are Irish, Italian,

English or other stock. The elassifieq directory for
Middletown 1in 1880 lists most of the 8conomie groups
with wﬁieh the author chooses to deal, although in
order to get the figures for the farmers it is neces-
sary to check through the entire direstory. This has
been done and the result is found in Table 2,

Appendix 1%.

1. Bee Appendix 17, Table 1.




When this informetion hag been compiled in the
form of a graph we are able to get, in addition to the
picture of the actual numbers of various raciasl or
nationa]l groups in each 0ccupation, some conception of
the extent to which the natives of various countries
were to be found in the particular économic groups in

Proportion to the numbers of persons from thoss

tountries.

In 1880 all of ths comparatively few capitalists
were of native stock. ‘he owners of the smaller mapu-
facturing plants, a larger group than the capitalists,
were likewise sompletely from the Anglo-American group.
ln the professional class there are two National itieg
represented, the Irigh and the Anglo-Amerioan, with
relativelz greater numbers of Amerieans as well as &
greater astusl number, In the highly skilled workers
elass, which includes tradesmen whose vocation demands
& period of apprenticeship, (chiefly undertakers,
blackémiths, and carpenters), we fing that a new group
of the inhebitants is represented. The Germens who
are found in thig gIoup have not been foung in the two
brevious classes. In broportion to the Irish and the
Americans they have g larger block, a fact which must
be discounted to gome extent by the fact that there
was a total of only one German in this group, the large
percentage being the result of the small size of the

German population.
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y Meat
ang grocery dealers, and many other types of small

brivately owned businesges, Although Anglo-Americans,

in absolute Numberg, eontrolleqd m08t of thege gmall

by the Irish, fTne fourtn group of People r'epresentsg

are the‘Scandinavians, of whom only few were ip business,

bProportion 4o the number of inhabitantsg in thig group

is more than
twice the Size of elther of the other two. 1he Irigsh,

the combined nNumber of Profesgional and highly skilleq
Workers. 9hg Scandinavians, & race which has not hither-

t0 appeareq exdept 83 small busipesg men, hsag likewige

turned o farming to Some extent.

T
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It will be of particular value to study the situa-~

tion at present and to ocompare it with the 1880 survey.

The distribution of the population in 1934 is seen
in Appendix 4 of this thesis, and the figures for the
combined first and second generation will be used in
every case. In the process of determining the number
of persons engagéd in each of the selected ecanomic
groups and allocating them according to country of
origin the 1934 (Classified Directory of the City of
Middle town has been used. The results of the analysis _
of this are to be found in Table I, Appendix 18. ﬂ

In the Capitalist class, for 1934, the anthor has :
chosen to inelude the obviously wealthy members of the
community and the bank officers. using this for a
basis it is found that there are today some 26 Americans,

1
2 lrish, and 3 ltalian members of this group. It is

noticeable that there are no Polish berscns in this
group in spite of the large number of Polish inhabitants
of the eity. "The Americans are larger in absolute and

proportionate numbers in the Capitalist class, with

the next largest percentage found among the irish,

tollowed by the Itsal iaus.

l. ©See Appendix 18, Table 1.
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It will not be Necessary to analyze sach of these
particularreconomic groupings, but some attention should
be given to thé farmers., The Polish and the Seandinaviang
have a sizeab%e block of thelyr members in agriculture ang

dairy~farming. In all, the total numbers of farmers are

grawn about half from native groups and half from the

foreign, a situation which la in sharp contrast to the

almost complste ownership of farms by Americans in 1880.

The result has been that in proportion to the numbers
represented the Americans have been replseed by
Seandinavians and Polish on the farms.

In eonclusion we may note that there has arigen
in midaletown a sizeable group in the class which was
called "Small Menufacturers" in 1880. fThis ¢lass now
contains a number of garage~-owners and contractors,
businesses which reguire considerable quanfities of
capital, and the numbers in it have inereasseqd
considerably. Likewise the number of persons in the
Capitalist class has lnereased since the 1880 period,
and now contains representatives of foreign origin,

Sinee 1880 Middletown has received & Polish
population which is now largely centered in the farm
and lower economie brackets. The extension of these
people into tﬁe professional and small manufacturing

olasses is almost negligible.

l. See Appendices 19 and 20.




The progress of the Italiaspns has been slightly
more rapid, they being elevatsd chiefly to the extent
of owning small businessss {chiefly stores and barber
shops), and entering the professions, but of thelir
number only three are particularly influential.

The Irish part of the propulation has sdvanced
gteadily into the higher brackets, continuing its way
into the capitalist classes. They have & noticeable
number in professional work.

The Germasns are located in the skilled and pro-~
Tessionel classes buft do not continue into the
cepital ist bracket as the Irish do. A large number of
them are small store owners.

The Seandinavians are, in proportion to their
nombers, mogtly Ffarmers, continue into the smell manu-
facturing class, but have not sent any members into the
capitalist class. |

The Americens have been superseded on the farms
by the Scamdinavisns, the Germans sang Poles. The
monopoly which the Americans held in the capiteliast and
small manufaeturer groups in 1880 has been broken down.
The l&rgest_group of caplitalists and small manufsc-
turers is stil1l dmerican, buf it would appear that with
the passage of time, other factors remaining counstant,
there will be a greater appearance of foreigners in

thaet group.
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It may be said in geéneral that mors than any other

single foreign group the Irish have gone steadily up the
économic ladder. The proportion of the native born in

1
each of the groups has gsontinued to be about constant

With some. inerease in the upper two groups. The Germans

have a good percentage on the intemediste Iungs of the
economic ladder, but have not reached the top as have

Some of the Italians ang some of the Irish.

Pables 5 ang 6.
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APPENDIX 1

POPULATION OF MIDDLETOWN

1930 Mid'fown Norwiech Torrington W. Hfd. W. Haven Iieriden

Native White  75.4% 76 2% 71 5% 79.8% 82 .8% 76 6%
Foreign Born  23.7% 21.8% 2749% 19.6% 16.6% 23.1%
Negro «9% 1.8% «6% «5% «6% 8%

1920
Native White  72.6% 71.9% 65 4 9% 7842% 78 .0%
Foreign Born  26.9% 25.6% 33 « 6% 21.0% 26.45%
N’egro .4;% 2-4% -5% .8% 005%

1910
Native White  67.3% 684 7% 62 « 19 70.0%
Forelgn Born 32.1% 28.6% 37 « 3% 29.5%

Negro «6% 2.6% 5% 5%
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RACIAL DISTRIBUTION (1930)

APPENDIX 4

POPULATION

COUNTRY

England
Scotland
North Ireland
Irish Free State
Norway

Sweden
Denmark
Switzerland
France
Germany
Poland
Czechoslavakis
Austria
Hungsary
Russia
Lithuania
Greesce

Italy
Portugal
Cenads French
Canadian

All Gthers

# of wotal Population..23.3w% of population.. 43.5% of population

FOREIGH BORN FOREIGN BORN AND/OR
MIXED PARENTAGE
262 603 .
85 210
81 258
472 1613
8 6
315 494
28 28
7 26
29 68
360 759
1300 2406
103 -
84 100
56 15
250 268
56 32
51 B4
1754 3034
8 7
132 306
199 - 217
94 210
5810 10,694




APPENDIX 5

ITLITERACY

(Middletown City)

1910 1920
Total Population 11,851 13,638
Total Population over 10 9,547 10,374 i
Illiterates 1,073 822 i
Native White Population 5,797 6,684
Illiterate 11 22
Foreign Born 3,682 3,638
Illiterate 1,052 : 799
I
- Negrogs 65 53 1l
g I1literate 9 1 :

See: United States UCensus keports, 1910 and 1920.
(Area of city chenged between 1920 and 1930
S0 no comparative flgures available for 1930.)




APPENDIX 6

AGE COMPOSITION al
Middletown 1930 |

411 Classes Native Whlske Foreign-Born
Total ale Female hiale Female rale Female
O0--= 24,664 11,860 12,694 8,890 9,619 2,873 2,937
04 1,818 928 890 8919 879 4 4
5-9 2,181 1,122 1,059 1,107 1,041 7 10
10-14 2,286 1,100 1,186 1,075 1,155 22 13
156-19 2,358 1,058 1,300 1,022 1,227 25 43 :
20-24 2,002 977 1,025 882 916 82 99 i
£6-29 1,647 817 830 658 658 149 165 !
3034 1,724 838 886 564 600 261 280
36-~44 3,688 1,680 1,848 884 1,064 785 764
45-54 2,916 1,479 1,437 769 788 694 637
55-64 2,273 1,076 1,19% 572 650 494 534
65~74 1,287 570 717 300 427 268 286 ;
75~0ver 529 211 318 134 213 74 103 1L

United Stafes Bureau of the Census. Census Reports, 1930.

i
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APPENDIX 10

Per 1000

YEAR POPULATION BIRTHS BIRTHS DEATHS - DEATHS

1915 £2,468 o87 £6.1 21.5

1916 22,799 o178 25.4 24.9

1917 23,130 662 28.2 27 .4 633
1918 623 756
1919 607 4956
1920 22,201 - 650 29.3 23.9 531
1921 88,343 657 29.4 21.0 470
1922 22,485 605 26.9 20.1 453
19283 22,627 598 26.4 22.4 506
1924 22,769 599 826.3 22.2 506
1925 22,900 570 25.2 24 .0 5580
1926 23,100 b75 24.9 23.0 531
1927 616 459
1928 558 23.1 20,3 491
1929 24,376 562 23.1 22.0 536
1930 24,600 608 247 22 .2 546
1931 24,800 569 22.9 20.5 50¢

Compiled from annusl year book of birth statistics--
United States Government.




APPENDIX 11

HARITAL CONDITIONS
(Middletown 1930)

Meles 15 years and over 8,710

Males single (15 and over) 3,620 41.6% :
Males married (15 and over) 4,626 53.1% 5
kisles widowed (15 and over) 289 ;
Males divorced (15 and over) 69 |
Females 15 years and over 9,559

Females single (15 and over) 3,580 37.5%

Reémales married (15 and over) 4,882 51.1%

Females widowed (15 and over) 989

Females divorced (15 and over) 105

See: United States Cemsus Reports, 1930.




APPENDIX 12 i

FAMILIES
Value,g£ Ranfal :
Owned non~farm homes 2,210
Valus under $1,500.00 36
$3,000.,00 - $4,999.00 498
$5,000.00 - $7,499.00 736
$7,500.00 « $9,999.00 328
$10,000.00 - over 458
Not reported 15
liedian Value {Dollars)
All owners 6,442
Native white owners 6,857
Foreign-born white owners 6,055
Rented Non-Ferm Homes 2,399
Rents under $15.00 235
$15.00 - $29.00 1,200
$30.00 - $49.00 763
$50.,00 - $99.00 159
$100.00 - over 15
Kot reported 27
Medien Family Size
All femilias .67
Native white 3483
Foreign~born white 4.08
Dwellingg
Total 3841
1 family 3123
& Tamilies beYv
3 or more families 151

See: 15th Census of the United States. Population,
VOlo VI'-—F&milieS. Pc 255.




APPENDIX 15

FAMILIES
Lighting
Gas and Electriéity 69 .3% -
041 15.0% - -
Electricity 9.0% |
G‘as ) 6. 720
' 100,0%
Heating -
Stoves 38.6%
Hot Alr 25 . 3%
Hot Water 17.9%
Steam ' 14.9%

011 2.3
g - 0.0

'Eﬁ%érior Constructipn ' ii

Claphoard 76,6% g
Common brick 10.0% o
Shingles 7.9% |
Stuceo 4.3%
8%ope o0 «5%
Other - 3%
100.0%
Framework
Frams 88.8%
- Brick ' 10.3%
Bloeks s o 3%
Reinforced concrete « 3%
) Mj.ll 05 ‘-0
100,0%
Foundation
Stone 42,9%
Concrete 27 .8%
Briek - 26.4%
Pile - B .9%
, Iﬁﬁ?ﬁ%
Single homes 69.3%
Tenement 25.9%
Bungalo _ Ze3%
Double tenement l.4%
Apartments : + 1%
100.0%
Based on 700 sample dwellings, selected as typicsl by
Commisgioner of Texstion Ross in 1931.




APPENDIX 14

i

e
L

EIECTRIC CONSUMPTION (XWH)

Year

10,019,825
12,427,978

8,741,819
10,164,982

1}
&~
4+
bu |
Q
g
~
~
e
L~
opd
3}
| e
os]
o
<
L |

10,704,995
10,879,035

1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934

gh Chamber df

Flgures availsble throu

Commerce.,




Month

Janusry
February
March
April
liay

June
July
August
September
October
November
December

APPENDIX 15

SAVINGS DEPOSITS

{Three Banks)

1932

¥27,078,230
926,871,781
$26,831,265
$26,801,172
$86,547,437
$26,447,421
$26,411,214
$26,29%,528
$26,199, 155
$26,144,693

$26,102,864

1933

$26,262,747
$26,286,118
$26,279,495
$26,225,12%
$26,164,878
$26,172,928
#26,208,530
$26,238,272
$26,158,928
$26,163, 632

#27,008,432

1934

$26,644,158
$26,357,811
$26,352,418
$26,459,418
$26,504,533
$26,4753,413
$26,608, 340
$26,803,565
$26,838,000
$27,135,949

$26,797,601

Compiled by the author from figures available at the
Chamber of Commerce.




APPENDIX 16

TOTAL PUBLIC LIBRARY CIRCULATION

1930-1931

Hon-fietion
Fiction

1931-1932

Non-fiction
Filetion

1932~1933

Non-fiction
Fietion

1933-1934

Non-fiction
Fletion

Adults

83,893

70,%26
o849

28,073

90,240
128303

32,650

103,521

52,838

100,180
138,018

Juvenile

19,808
2;!425

44,431

27,808
33,565
61,373

28,503
37,982

4

75,544

76,544

Total

43,701

91,549
lgs,zﬁo

108,382

100,180
208,562




APPENDIX 17

Table 1
o
- o
| |8 :
" - s &
@ O o &b g = o
: 4% | 53 |2 (S g |§]%|4
- % O o + P @ o
=R = e — — h o 3
Middlesex County [*35,589 (29,610 {*5,979{%25 3,401 [F4953 *683 |*931
Middletown *11,732 7,000 4,000] 152,000 | 333 4541 620

¥Actual figures taken from United States Census 1880
Other data estimated.

Table 2 -- 1800

o
o ;
o] :
b i
o o :
g o 3 5 |
5] 4|8 |3 | 4
o o E 5 o
43 & @ (5] g
H — H (5] .
Captiallsts 0 0 0 0 6
Big Businessmen
omall lanufacturers 0 0 0 0O 12
Professionsal 0 2 0 0 26
Highly Skilled 0 3 1 0 15
Farmers 0 9 0 3 100
Small Businessmen 1 24 25 4 224




Capitaligts

Contractors

warage Owners

Small sanufecturers
Professional

Highly Skillead
Farmers

Small Business Owners

APPENDIX 18

Table 1

ta ltalisn

108

© Polish

[

28
83

Irish

o

© Germen

13
47

Scandinavian

]

o

American
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