STATE OF CONNECTICUT - ~ romorrick usE oNLY

¢ INNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION - oM "f’,/ ) /’"f o

59 South Prospect Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06106 QUA;'.): - -

(203) 566-3005 DISTRICT: S NRI  ACTUAL

I STORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM POTENTIAL
Far Buildings and Structures

I ENTIFICATION Public Green and Monuments :
1. BUILDING NAME: Common:Washington Terrace Park Historic:  West Creen
2. TOWN/CITY: Middletown VILLAGE: , COUNTY: Middlesex
3.STREET & NUMBER (and/or location):South side of Washington Street;between High and Vine Streets
4, OWNER({S): __ City of Middletowsd X _PUBLIC _ PRIVATE
5. USE: Present: Public Park Historic: Public Common —
6. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road:_x yes _no
Interior accessible: x yes, explain open space __ho
[ ZSCRIPTION _ :
7.STYLE OF BUILDING: DATE OF CONSTRUCTION:Green landscaped,

. . T . . ; i H -
8. MATERIAL(S) (indicate use or location when appropriate): ;:ntlazgéqopﬂmk erected, 19I9; Monu
' brick

—clapboard ___asbestos siding

—.wood shingle __ asphalt siding — fieldstone
—-board & batten . — stucco — cobblestone
—aluminum siding __. concrete: type: — Cut stone: type:
—OthHer: ’

9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM: :
—wood frame:__ post and beam___balloon

X_load bearing masonry structural iron or steel
___ather: monuments _ '
0. ROOF: type: -
___gable - __flat ___ mansard ___monitor __ sawtooth
—gambrei —shed — hip ___round ___ other
material: '
__wood shingle __roll asphalt ___tin ___slate
__asphalt shingle __built up ___tile ' __ Other:
1. NUMBER OF STORIES: APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS:
12, CONDITION: Structurai: ¥ excellent __.good __ fair - — deteriorated
Exterior: X excellent ___good __ fair. — deteriorated

3. INTEGRITY: Location: Xon original site__ moved, when:
Alterations: X no __vyes, explain:

4. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES: :
—_barn __shed — garage _X_other landscape features or buildings: Shade trees
___carriage house __shop ___ garden planted in formal rows
S. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:
——open land —woodland X residential —=5cattered buildings visible from site
X commercial —industrial  — rural X high building density

6. INTERRVELATIQNSHIP‘OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS: Washington Terrace Park is located at -
he crest of a hill, at the western edge of downtown Middletown. It is bounded by Route 66

on the north and Washington Terrace on the south, and is surrounded by substantial residences
“rom a variety of periods. 312




17. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/for exterior):

SIGNIFICANCE

Architect: : Builder: ' '

18. HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: The origins of Washington Terrace Park may
date from the original settlement at Middletown in 1650. It first appears on a map in
1825 as an open space. Ihis West Green was changed from an open common to a landscaped
park around 1878. A marble Civil War monument was erected on the west half of the green
in 1904 by the 24th Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, Citizens of Middletown, and State of
.Connecticu't. It commemorates those members of the 24th Regiment who. fell in the battles
of Donaldsonville, Port Hudson, Baten Rouge, and Irish Bend.

A granite obellsk uas erected by the City in 1919 as a memorial to the city's World War I
dead, This "Soldiers! and Sailors' Monument" stands at the east end of the Park and bears
several memorial inscriptions as well as the names of the casualties. -

The green is planted with ‘memorial trees dedicated to individual World War I servicemen
wno were killed in action. These Trees are aligned in formal rows which create shaded
avenues. These trees and the green serve as an effective buffer between the busy traffic.
on Rt 66 along the north side of the green and the residences on Washington Terrace. :-

PHOTOGRAPH .
photographer; __Roger Shermen
date: 22711 view: A:EO the east3;B: to the south

negative on file: _A: Roll 8, #32; B: Roll 8. #33

COMPILED BY:
name: John E. Reynolds date: /18

organization: Greater Middletown Preservation Trust
address: 27 Washington St,, Middletown, Ct, 06457

19. SOURCES: Mayor's Annuai Message, 1878; Charter
and Revised By-Laws of the City of Middletown (Wm.
J. Starr, 1857); 1825 Barnunm Map; 1851 Clark Map;

1874 Beers Atlas; 1877 Bailey Map

20. SUBSEQUENT FIELD EVALUATIONS:
World VWar 1T Monument

B: Civil War Monument

21. THREATS TO BUILDING OR SITE:
X _none known ___highways
__ renewal __Drivate




