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JENTIFICATION
1. BUILDING NAME: Common: Historic:
2. fOWN/CITY Middletown VILLAGE: COUNTY: Middlesex
3. §TREET & NUMBER {and/or location): 572 Saybrook Road ' a
4, OWNER(S): ___Leo and Gertrude Klare - - ‘ __PUBLIC ¥ PRIVATE
5. USE: Present: Residence Historic:  same ‘
6. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC Exterior visible from public road:_Xyes
Interior accessible: _yes, explain _ X no
NESCRIPTION ' ' : ' Probably
7. STYLE OF BUILDING: Center-Chimney Colonial DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: late 18th C,
8. MATERIJAL(S) (mdlcate use or location when appropriate):
—clapboard __ asbestos siding : X brick
—wood shingle - . asphalt siding — fieldstone
—_board & batten . ___Sstucco — cobblestone
_aluminum sndmg - ___concrete: type: , — cut stone: type:
__other: - ‘ ’ :

9, STRUCTURAL SYSTEM:
__wood frame;__ post and beam___balloon

_Xload bearing masonry ___structural iron or steel
___other:
10. ROOF: type: _ o o .
_Xgable - __flat ___ mansard ___monitor ___ sawtooth
___gambre} _shed __hip -__round ___ other
material: '
__wood shingle __roll asphalt ___tin __ slate
X _asphait shingie __buiit up __tile - other
11. NUMBER OF STORIES: 2% APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS _27tx38¢t
12. CONDITION: Structural: — excellent X_good _ fair — deteriorated
Exterior: — excellent x_good _ fair. — deteriorated

13. INTEGRITY: Location: X X _on original site__ moved, when:
Alterations: _ __Nho X yes, expialn ide porch with round columps and rear wing with,

14. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES: 2uminum siding, added
—barn _Xshed _X_ garage X_other landscape features or buildings: _Ses 18

__carriage house __shop ___ garden

15, SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: _

__openland . —woodland X residential —_scattered buildings visible from site
__..commen:lal —industrial e Furat _hlgh building density

to Saybrook Road, Route 9A. Its west wall is set into a amall knoll and a low retaining wall
extends south towar'ds the highway. Development has changed this area once characterized by
farmland. East, a road leads to a tract of ently ‘built houses, A car dealership, small
grocery store, and drive-in theater are nearhby.,




17. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SIiTE (interior and/or exterior):

SIGNIFICANCE
Architect: Builder: |
18. HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: This brick building's appearance suggests !
that it was constructed during the late eighteenth century. However, it may have been
built in the early 1800s, . patterned after the familiar Colonial style. The broad gabled ;
rcof is topped by a large center-chimmey. Its three-bay facade, running parallel to the- )
roof ridge, has a central entranceway. '

The Walling Map indicates that L. Johnson res:.ded here in 1859, Daniel H. Prior ob-.
tained the house and farm around 1871. . Prior, bornm in Middletown, had lived in New York |
City. Traditionally,. it was claimed that he was the first blacksmith to weld steel in |
that ¢ity. The property was passed to his son Daniel W. Prior in 1893. The farm con-
tained forty-five acres and a large sandbank in 1903. Prior supplemented his farm income '
by selling sand to city contractors. o

The structure is one of the best-preserved sarly homes on Saybrook Road. Its notablllty
is alsc enhanced by its unusual placement. Sited against a small knoll, the north wall of

the first story is set into the slope. 4 low r'etalnlng wall constr’ucted of bx'ownstone, ;

extends from the facade towards the highway,

PHOTOGRAPH
photographer: Robert Svec
date: __ 11/78 _ view:_southwest
negative on file: Roll 52, #324
- COMPILED BY:
name: Robert Svec date: 12/78

organization: Greater Middietown Preservation Trust
address 27 Washington St., Middletown, Ct. 0645’(

19. SOURCES:1859 Walling Map; 1874 Beers Atlas;
Commemorative Riographical Record of Middlesex
County (Chicago: J.H. Beers, 1903) '

20. SUBSEQUENT FIELD EVALUATIONS: i

21. THREATS TO BUILDING OR SITE: : ’
_X none known ___highways — vandalism —developers ___ other: ‘
renewal __private ___deterioration ___zoning — explanation: ’
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