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IDENTIFICATION
1. BUILDING NAME: Common: Wesleyan Argus Building Historic: Comrons Club

2, TOWN/CITY: Middletown VILLAGE: COUNTY: Middlesex
3.8TREET & NUMBER (and/or location): 167 High Street
4. OWNER(S): _HWesleyan University __PUBLIC xPRIVATE
5. USE: Present:  Residence Historic: same o
6. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road: x X yes no .

Interior accessible: _Xyes, explain 1 Wlth tenant%s permission __ho

Z
r

DESCRIPTION

7.STYLE OF BUILDING: Italianate DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: c., 1880
8. MATERIAL(S) (indicate use or location when appropriate): :
X clapboard . asbestos siding — brick
——wood shingle — asphalt siding - fieldstone
—..board & batten . ___stucco —— cobblestone
—-aluminum siding —.. concrete: type: X_ cutstone: type:  brownstone .
—other: ' foundation
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM:
X_wood frame; _ post and beam_x balloon
._load bearing masonry ___structural iron or steel
___other: '
10. ROOF: type: '
__gable _flat _. mansard ___Mmonitor ___ sawtooth -
—gambrel __shed __hip ___round ___ other
materiai:
- wood shingle __roltasphalt ___ tin __slate
X _asphalt shingle __ built up ___tile ___Other:
t1. NUMBER OF STORIES: 2 APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 32'x53'
12, CONDITION: Structural: ___excellent _X _good — fair — deteriorated
Exterior: — excellent X _good __ fair .~ - deteriorated

13. INTEGRITY: Location: X on orlglnal site __ moved, when:

Alterations: __no Xyes, explam Match:.ng two-story rear ell with shallow wing; tower
14. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES; cut off
—_barn shed © ___ garage _X_other fandscape features or buuldings corner site:
__carriage house __shop .. garden wire fence in back yard

15. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:
—openiland - ——_woodland X residential __scattered buildings visible from site

—commercial —jndustrial ~— rural X_high building density

16. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS: This two-story Italianate house oc-
cupies the southeast corner of Church and High Streets adjacent to the Wesleyan University
campus. Buildings on all four corners of the intersection are used by Wesleyan for depart-
mental offices or as fraternity housing. Sited on a rising plot of ground, the building
overlooks somewhat more substant:.al buildings toward the east, Main Street and the Connecti-

cut River.




E :' 17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATU RES OF BUILDtNG OR SITE (mtenor andlor cxtefior)
' Stalned glass w:.ndows, center. front -
" ‘Paired brackets along whole cornice, mclud:mg pedmented gables _ SRR
Matchlng, wmdow Caps wlth palred brackets, second story i

ﬂGNﬁHCANCE : *"‘;_=.'f R T RS o - 7Q'7”7”‘fﬂ“ _,IE
Architect: . ' Buﬂder e
18. HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE Situated near the souther-n boundary -of the
‘Wesleyan University campus, this house has been .associated with the college for-most of
its life. It was used as a residence at first by the Hart and then the Root families. Next i
© it became a home for faculty members as the college began to extend its influence into
- adjacent nezghborhoods in the late nineteenth century "It has served as a dining’ ‘club,’
faculty apartments, and departmental offices ever. sznce.. It currently ‘houses a student or-
‘ganization {the Wesleyan Argus), and two departmental offlces . the Mathematlcs Department _
‘and the Religion Department Annex.
~The building is long and narrow, with an added w1ng and porches. A nlneteenth century "
‘photograph shows that the northeast tower once was one story taller. - On the. éast facade,’
an extension of the first floor. front room.is . carried fbrward on-to the porch ‘making an - o
‘alcove office there, One of the chief features of note is the. extensive wooden brackets = | !
that surround the building supporting the. cornlce. These detailed brackets are. dlsplayed o
in pairs around the whole building. The wooden bracketed lintels, bay windows,: and veranda :
with proaectlng pedlment also add d1st1nct1veness to. thls clapboarded bulldlng. :

PHOTO;GRAPH S : '
photographe'r:_ __Roger Sherman = . .
date: " 9/78- S yiew: southeast

nega:weon f:!e _Roll 3_§, #;7

COMPILED BY ' : : .
name Roger Sherman : " date: _9/78

orgamzataon Greater Mlddletown Preservation Trust
address 27. Wash:.ngton St. L M:deletown, Ct. 06457

19. SOURCES Mz.ddletown ‘Tax Records; 1874 Beers
Atlas; 1915 Bailey fiero View; 1927 Wesleyan Campus
Map; Wes}.eyan Archives Photo Collection, "Alpha B :
Delta Phi File; Consultation with Willard M. Wal— R R e S e |
lace, Professor of Hlstory, 9/26/78 ' LT e s e

20 SUBSEQUENT FIELD EVALUAT!ONS T B

21, THREATS TO BUILDING OR SITE: ' : _ ST
¥ none known __highways __vandalism  __developers ___ other: : - . "-':.!'
__renewal __private _,,_detenoratton _.zoning — explanation: _ - ——— ’




