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" JENTIFICATION
1. BUILDING NAME: Common: Historic: @ George R. Finley House

2. TOWN/CITY: _Middletown VILLAGE: COUNTY: _Middlesex

3. 8TREET & NUMBER (and/or location): _49 Crescent Street
' 4. OWNER(S): _Middlesex Memorial Hospital )

__PUBLIC_X PRIVATE

5. USE: Present: Vacant - . Historic:
© 6. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road:x_yes no
Interior accessible: __ yes, explain x No
NESCRIPTION "

©7.STYLE OF BUILDING: __Second Empire
. 8 MATERIAL(S) (indicate use or location when appropriate):

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1872.73

_¢clapboard ___asbestos siding X brick
—wood shingle _ asphalt siding — fieldstone
—_board & batten - ___stucco — cobblestone

—ajuminum siding ___congrete: type:

=l X_other: Wooden porch
9, STRUCTURAL SYSTEM:

X cut stone: type: brownstone

foundation
{scabbled ashlar,
finished water-

___wood frame;__ post and beam__ balloon tabl
j X load bearing masonry ___ structural iron or steel able)
___other:
110. ROOF: type: |
g —pable _flat _X_mansard __monitor ___ sawtooth
. ——gambrel __shed __hip : ___round - ___ other -
b -~ material: -
___wood shingle __roltasphalt __tin X slate
___asphalt shingle __built up __tile __other:
"11. NUMBER OF STORIES: _23% APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 131%57!
'12. CONDITION: Structural: ___excellent % _good __ fair __ deteriorated
Exterior: ___excellent. ___good x_ fair. — deteriorated

13.INTEGRITY Location: X on original site__ moved, when:

Alteratlons __no X yes, explain: Two story staircase added, rear

14. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

___other landscape features or buildings:

—barn —shed _X_garage
___carriage house __shop ___ garden
15. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:
__openland . —woodland X residential —_scattered buildings visible from site
——commercial —ijndustrial  — rural Z_high building density

16. INTERRELATIONSHIP-OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS: This house is on the north side of
Crescent Street, On this side of the street are closely sited 19th century houses of sim-
ilar size. Directly next door to the east is a similar large brick house (Italianate}.

On the south side of the street is the modern Middlesex Memorial Hospital complex with a

seven stpry brick building and accompanying parking lot.




17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior andfor exterior): - |

SIGNIFICANCE

Architect: __ Builder: ;
18. HISTORICAL OR ARCH!TECTURAL IMPORTANCE: George R. Finley (1820-1885), built this |

substantial residence in the spring of 1873.. Finley, a native of Clinton, Ct., began

his career as a peddler of "Yankee notions' . He prospered affer his move to Middletown

in 1847, operating a grocery store, a cigar store and “Finley's Restaurant", located in
the Middlesex Fruitery Building on Main Street., His wife Rachael, promlnent 1n the Meth- '
odist Church, lived in the house after Finley's death in 1885. :

The imposing quality of this house is derived from its large size and masonry construq
tion. The exterior. features are almost completely original, including the one story ver-
anda, two~-story bay window on the west side, and copper gutters and flashing. .The house
dlsplays decorative features of the Second Empire style such as the scrolled brackets,._)'
mansard roof, and elaborately pedimented and bracketed dormer windows, @ .0

The George R. Finley house is representative of the hlgh quallty of suburban res;dent~

ial building in this area after the C:.vzl War. SR e |

ey RS
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PHOTOGRAPH
photographer: _E. Loomis
date: _2/78 view:_south
negative on file; Roll 15,#64

COMPILED BY:
name: Ellggbeth Loomis date: _3/78

organization: _Greater Middletown ?r'eser'vatz.on Trusg !
address: 27 Washington St..Middletown, Co 06451 -

19. SOURCES: Middletown Land Records; Middletown
City Directories; 1874 Beers Map; 1877 Bailey
Map; J.H. Beers & Co.,Biographical Record of i :
Middlesex County {(Chicago:1903) l :

20. SUBSEQUENT FIELD EVALUATIONS: , !

21. THREATS TO BUILDING OR SITE: .
__none known __highways _vandalism ___developers — other:
__renewal X _private ... deterioration ___zoning — explanation: _Middlesex Memo-

ial Hospital, owners of the building, have been issued a demolition permit (3/78) . They J
intend to demolish the building to create access to proposed core parking.




