
 

 

 

 
 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL  
MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT 

 
THURSDAY, JULY 14, 2022 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWINGTHE 6:00 PM COMMUNITY MEETING  
 

MINUTES 
 
A Special Meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown was held on Thursday, July 14, 2022, 
immediately following the 6:00 PM Community Meeting. This meeting was a hybrid meeting with in-person 
participation in the Common Council Chamber and remote access via WebEx. The meeting was also 
simultaneously livestreamed on local cable access television, on the Cityôs webpage, and on the Cityôs Facebook 
page. 

 
Present:  

Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell  Councilman Anthony Mangiafico  
Councilwoman Meghan Carta   Councilman Edward McKeon  
Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.   Councilman Eugene Nocera 
Councilman Anthony Gennaro, Sr.  Councilman Philip Pessina 
Councilman Vincent Loffredo   Councilwoman Linda Salafia 
 
Mayor Benjamin D. Florsheim, Chair  
Daniel Ryan Esq., Corporation Counsel  
Linda Reed, Clerk of the Common Council  
Sgt. Scrivo, Sargent-at-Arms 

 
Absent: Councilman Darnell Ford; Councilman Edward Ford, Jr. Meghan Carta 
 
Also Present:  

Economic & Community Development ï Barbara Knoll Peterson, Acting Director 
General Counsel, Brig Smith, Esq. 

 
Public:  online: unknown  WebEx: 3   Facebook: unknown 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
Mayor Benjamin Florsheim calls the meeting to order at 6:57 PM. He welcomes everyone to the Special Meeting 
of the Common Council, following the Community Meeting. There are special items to attend to. Related to the 
American Rescue Act Plan.  The Chair asks Councilman Philip Pessina to lead the Common Council in the 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
The Clerk of the Common Council reads the Call of the Meeting and the Chair declares the call a legal call and 
the meeting a legal meeting.  

 
2. Public Hearing on Agenda Items ï Opens 
 
 The Chair opens the public hearing at 6: 59 PM The Chair states that public comment is limited to items on the 

agenda. Any member of the public looking to speak may do so. Each speaker will have a maximum of five (5) 
minutes to speak. For those in the Chamber, members of the public may come to the podium. Those 
participating remotely may use the WebEx hand raise function to alert that Chair that they wish to speak. The 
Chair will alternate between speakers in the Chamber and remote speakers during the course of this public 
hearing. Each speaker will have a maximum of five (5) minutes to speak. Speakers are asked to state their 
name and address for the record. The public hearing is limited to 30 minutes.  If, at that time, there are additional 
speakers, the Council may vote to extend the public hearing portion of the meeting.  

 
3. Public Hearing on Agenda Items ï Closes 
 
 There being no public comment, the Chair closes the public hearing at 6:59 PM. 
 
4. Resolutions, Ordinances, etc. 
 

The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera. 
 
Councilman Nocera moves to waive the Common Couric Rules of Procedure by consensus so that as they 
read each of the resolutions, they may call on General Counsel Brig Smith to provide an executive summary of 
each item. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion 
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There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion to waive the Common Council  Rules 
of Procedure is approved unanimously by a vote of 10-0 (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, 
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilmembers D. Ford 
and E. Ford.) The matter is approved 

 
 

A. Approving the American Rescue Plan Act Task Forceôs recommendation for the following 
project:  
Grant Income Program 

¶ Applicant: Cross Street Training and Academic Center, Inc. 

¶ Description: This program has three elements: use of community health workers; 
emergency relief fund for Middletown church community members and a grant income 
program. All programs will focus on Black, Indigenous and People of Color (BIPOC) 
individuals and are designed to advance health equity through connection to health and 
well-being services and prioritizing economic mobility.  Council previously approved 
funding for the first two programs in the amount of $620,809.00. The third program seeks 
$600,000. 

¶ Amount: $ 600,000; and  
that the Mayor is authorized to prepare and execute any documents necessary to effectuate this 
American Rescue Plan Act grant funding, subject to approval as to content and form by the 
Office of the General Counsel. 

APPROVED 
 RESOLUTION No: 97-22; K: Review/ resolution/ ARPA ï Cross St supp RES 97-22 - 14 July 2022 
 

 
WHEREAS, on June 7, 2021, the Common Council of the City of Middletown accepted $6,373,240 in 

American Rescue Plan Act grant funding through a Request for Common Council Confirmation and Approval; 

and 

WHEREAS, under the Request for Common Council Confirmation and Approval, ñapproval of such transfer 

shall be given at the next regularly scheduled session of the Common Council,ò which ñshall be an 

appropriationò for which ñno public hearing thereon shall be required and said funds may then be expended 

for the purposes for which they were granted[;]ò and 

WHEREAS, the Common Council previously established the American Rescue Plan Act Task Force; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 127-21, the Task Force ñshall submit its recommendations for the 

proposed use and distribution of these grant funds to the Common Council for consideration and approval[;]ò 

and  

WHEREAS, the Task Force held a regular meeting on July 13, 2022, to consider additional funds to the 

following application for American Rescue Plan Act grant funding;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: 

that the Common Council hereby adopts the American Rescue Plan Act Task Forceôs recommendation and 

approves the following project in the following amount based on the application submitted to the Task Force: 

¶ Grant Income Program       

o Applicant: Cross Street Training and Academic Center, Inc. 

o Description: This program has three elements: use of community health workers; emergency relief 

fund for Middletown church community members and a grant income program. All programs will focus on 

Black, Indigenous and People of Color (BIPOC) individuals and are designed to advance health equity through 

connection to health and well-being services and prioritizing economic mobility.  Council previously approved 

funding for the first two programs in the amount of $620,809.00. The third program seeks $600,000. 

o Amount: $ 600,000 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is authorized to prepare and execute any documents necessary 

to effectuate this American Rescue Plan Act grant funding, subject to approval as to content and form by the 

Office of the General Counsel. 

Fiscal Impact:   $ 600,000 from the American Rescue Plan Grant Line 3046-01000-59200-0000-00000-

2021-000  
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