REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL
MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT
MONDAY, MAY 3, 2021
7:00 PM
MINUTES
The Regular Meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown was held live in the Common Council
Chamber, remotely via WebEx, and livestreamed on the City of Middletown’s Facebook page on Monday, May 3,
2021.
Present:
Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell
Councilwoman Meghan Carta
Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.
Councilman Darnell Ford
Councilman Edward Ford, Jr.
Councilman Anthony Gennaro, Sr.

Councilman Vincent Loffredo
Councilman Anthony Mangiafico
Councilman Edward McKeon
Councilman Eugene Nocera
Councilman Philip Pessina
Councilwoman Linda Salafia

Mayor Benjamin D. Florsheim, Chair
Daniel Ryan, Esq. Corporation Counsel
Linda Reed, Clerk of the Common Council
Officer Kurt Scrivo, Middletown Police – Sergeant-at-Arms
Also Present:
Christine Bourne, Board of Education
Damon Braasch, CCMAII – Tax Assessor
Linda DeSena, Mayor’s Executive Assistant
Kevin Elak, Acting Director- Health Department
Carl Erlacher, CPA, Finance Director
Joseph Fazzino, Director – Water & Sewer
Keisha Michael, Coordinator, Arts & Culture
Barbara Knoll Peterson, Mayor’s Administrative Assistant
William Russo, Director – Public Works
Joseph Samolis, Director – Planning, Conservation & Development
James Sipperly, Environmental Planner
Brig Smith, Esq., General Counsel
Members of the Public: WebEx (12) and Facebook livestream (unknown number of viewers)
1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance
Mayor Benjamin Florsheim calls the meeting to order at 7:04 PM. He welcomes everyone to the Regular
Meeting of the Common Council. The Chair asks Councilman Philip Pessina to lead the Common Council in
the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Clerk of the Common Council reads the Call of the Meeting and the Chair declares the call a legal call and
the meeting a legal meeting.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo
Councilman Loffredo calls for a point of personal privilege. He takes a few minutes to recognize the passing of
Richard Lloyd Thompson, who passed April 1st. the memorial was held on April 16th. He was the husband of
Betty Thompson and father of Claudette. He is to be remembered as the first Black principal in the Middletown
School system in 1971, serving at Bielefield School. He served for 25 years in this position. He also served on
the Planning & Zoning Commission, the Charter Revision Commission, and the Youth Services Committee. He
was also a veteran with two (2) years of Army service. Councilman Loffredo asks the Council to remember Mr.
Thompson for his service to the community and calls for a moment of silence.
The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera.
Councilman Eugene Nocera expresses his condolences to the family. He has known Principal Thompson very
well, having replaced him at Bielefeld Scholl. They were close friends and shared great times He was a mentor,
a great friend with a great laugh. He his dear friend Principal Thompson a lot, personally and professionally.
The Chair calls on Councilman Gray Faulkner, Jr.
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Councilman Grady Faulkner thanks Councilman Loffredo for bringing this to the Council’s attention. He thanks
everyone who went to the service or watched on line. He saw lots of Middletown folks. He was a mentor to
Councilman Faulkner, looking to him for advice. He was a great guy, very intellectual.
The Chair calls on Councilman Anthony Gennaro, Sr.
Councilman Gennaro thanks Councilman Loffredo for bringing this up to night. Principal Thompson was his
principal at Farm Hill School. They had a lot of experiences and he greatly respected Principal Thompson.
They had several interactions at Farm Hill School. He was a great man. As a police officer, Councilman Gennaro
recalls speaking with Principal Thompson about those days He has a yearbook signed by Principal Thompson
with personal comments that are meaningful to him. He wishes that there were more people like Principal
Thompson, noting that he will live on in our hearts.
The Chair extends sympathy to Mr. Thompson’s family from the City on behalf of those who worked with him,
learned from him, who are morning his loss. He calls for a moment of silence.
2. Accept/Amend the Agenda
ACCEPTED, AS AMENDED
The Chair asks for a motion to accept or amend the agenda.
Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to amend the agenda, removing Item 9, Approval of Minutes – FY 21-22
Budget Public Hearing of April 22, 2021. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
Councilman Vincent Loffredo confirms that’s the removal of Item 9 from the agenda.
Councilman Nocera states that is correct, adding that this item will appear on the June Common Council
agenda.
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes. (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The matter is approved.
The Chair calls on Councilman Edward McKeon.
Councilman Edward McKeon states that he has amendments to two (2) items on the agenda. He asks if it is
appropriate to offer them now or at the time that these proposed ordinance are offered.
The Chair replies that he believes it is appropriate to offer them now, adding that Corporation Counsel Ryan
concurs.
Councilman McKeon states that Item M reads ORDINANCE: Approving that Chapter 31 (“Departments”), Article
XIII, Sections 31-46 to 31-48 be added to the Code of Ordinances of the City of Middletown to create the
Department of Economic and Community Development; and that the Arts and Culture Office and the Parking
Department be added to said Department. He moves that the following language be removed from the proposed
Ordinance: “of the Arts and Culture office.” Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
The Chair confers with Corporation Counsel Ryan if this requires a substitute amendment be introduced at this
time. (Inaudible) This would be the introduction of new language for this item just striking (inaudible) The Chair
asks if there is any discussion. The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Vincent Loffredo wants background. This proposal came forward, there were some folks indicating
that this ought not to be included. He asks why it was initially (inaudible) what was the intent of this originally
being proposed for the record. He asks if anyone can someone provide that information.
The Chair states that he will speak to that. He states that this proposal was from his office, the reorganization
of this department and the others to be affected. His office has been heavily involved in that along with the
departments themselves: the Office of General Counsel and Human Resources. The proposal to merge the
Arts & Couture Office into the newly created Department of Economic & Community Development came out of
the hope that, bringing those two areas of City service together – Economic Development and Arts & Culture –
there could be a better working relationship between those two departments and those two offices. They have
heard feedback and worked with these departments to understand the concern that it could diminish the statute
of that office in the City, the proverbial hierarchy of City government. So they have been working with the Arts
& Culture Office Manager Kisha Michael as well as Planning Director Joseph Samolis, who would become
director of the new Department of Economic & Community Development on the possibility of expanding the
work that those two departments do together while maintaining the Arts & Culture office as a separate office.
The goal was always to increase the collaboration between these two offices and be sure that they are working
effectively together. They are working on a plan, in the event that this substitute passes in a way that would,
hopefully, ne the best of both worlds: that the office would be separate and there would be collaborate.
Councilman Loffredo has a follow-up. He has two points. The oversight of the Arts & Culture, as he understand
it, is exclusively in the Mayor’s office. Is that correct?
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That Chair replies, “Correct.”
Councilman Loffredo state that the ability of any department to collaborate with Arts & Culture, this amendment
wouldn’t diminish that in any way because a goal was, as he heard the Chair state, was to enhance the
possibility of great collaboration, There has been some discussion about the importance of collaboration and
the outcome of that discussion is that, even though the amendment now on the table – that will be on the tale
– for us to consider, that issue that the parties are addressing, and, therefore, the need to enhance, greater
enhancement or interaction between economic development, in particular, because that is where I will be
housed, and Arts & Culture would be addresses.
The Chair replies, “That is Correct,” adding that he thinks that the vision in the original proposal is one vision
for how that collaboration could occur, but after talking with all oft eh stakeholders involved, noting he shouldn’t
say all of the stakeholders involved, but the folks within City Hall, there is another vision that could also work
towards better collaboration and more robust programming around the arts and economic development should
this substitute go forward. He thanks the Council for these questions. He calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera.
Councilman Nocera states that he wants to ask Councilman McKeon a question. Councilman McKeon made
an amendment to remove Arts & Culture from Item M. Did he also strike out Item N?
Councilman McKeon replies that he has not done that yet and is planning to do that next.
The Chair calls on Councilman Edward McKeon.
Councilman McKeon thanks that Chair for listening to the arts community and adjudicating the matter in a
manner that tis satisfactory to all stakeholders. At the Arts Commission meeting, there was a concern that the
merger was taking place and relief that there was discussion about keeping the arts separate. There is concern
about the arts and its independence. They appreciate that consideration
The Chair calls on Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr
Councilman Faulkner thanks the Council for looking at this item. He first heard about this proposed change in
discussion on the streets. He thinks that the arts should be free, its focus being different. To the Chair’s point,
the departments need to work with more collaboration. There are disadvantages between CAC and Youth
Services and Health, noting they could all be working together.
The Chair calls on Councilman Linda Salafia.
Councilwoman Salafia agrees with removing the arts from this proposal. She adds that she has a problem with
the Parking Department merger. She asks if she should make a motion now about the Parking Department or
wait until whether they want to do this at all. They have not yet discussed the underlying concept, noting that
she is in favor of keeping the Arts separate.
The Chair states that, based on the opinion of Corporation Counsel Ryan, after they complete discussion on
this item. She could make a motion and the Council could entertain other substitutions.
Councilman Vincent Loffredo calls for a point of order. He notes that this is the first reading of these ordinances.
There will be a second reading of these ordinance at a second meeting. Two questions. What is the timeline
for the second meeting? When they need to be finalized?
The Chair replies that, because these ordinance involve the reorganization of offices, it does need to be
approved twice by the Council: once tonight and a second vote not less than 30 days or more than 90 days
apart. This is ensure that there is opportune time for the Council and the public to consider this matter before
being finalized.
Councilman Loffredo notes that any vote taken by the Council tonight are not final votes.
The Chair states, “Correct.”
Councilman Loffredo notes that this means that the proposed ordinances can be amended.
The Chairs replies, “Correct.”
The Chair calls on Councilwoman Linda Salafia.
Councilwoman Salafia states that it is her understanding that the second vote has to be on the same text as
considered for the first vote. This means that we cannot change the language for the second vote, which would
then trigger the need for a third vote on that changed ordinance.
The Chair replies that he belies that is right. If the exact wording is not passed at the second meeting, the new
wording would have to come back to the Council for another vote.
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is
approved unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford,
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved.
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The Chair calls on Councilman Edward McKeon.
Councilman McKeon moves to strike Item N form the agenda, which reads: ORDINANCE: Approving that
Chapter 14 (“Boards, Committees and Commission”), Article V (“Commission on the Arts”), of the Code of
Ordinances of the City of Middletown be revised as to Section 14-22 (“Merger of Office of Arts & Culture Into
Office of the Mayor”), moving the Office of Arts and Culture from the Mayor’s Office and it into the Department
of Economic & Community Development. Councilman Eugene Nocera seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved.
The Chair asks if there are any other changes to the agenda
Councilman Loffredo states that the possibility, as Councilwoman Salafia mentioned . . . as we get into
discussion on the proposed ordinance that have not been amended, if, during the course of that discussion,
an amendment is offered, is that in order.
The Chair replies, “Yes.”
Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to accept the agenda as amended. Councilman Edward McKeon
seconds the motion
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved.
3. Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting of April 5, 2021
Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to accept the minutes. Councilman Edward McKeon seconds the
motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved.
4. Approval of Minutes: Special Meeting -- Community Meeting of April 8, 2021
Councilman Philip Pessina moves to accept the minutes. Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr. seconds the
motion.
Councilman Loffredo asks, for the record, stating that an unusual thing happened at this meeting: someone
came to the meeting and raised an issue. He wants to have the record acknowledge how that matter was
addressed, the issue being retirees and health insurance and Express (Scripts). He adds that there was
also follow-up by that individual with emails to the Councilmembers that it be addressed by the Insurance
& Claims Commission. He asks how that has been addressed.
The Chair asks for a member of Insurance & Claims Commission to reply. He calls on Councilman Faulkner.
Councilman Faulkner states that the issue was addressed months ago several time it went through the
Mayor’s Office, the Commission, and Risk Management. It is a HIPPA matter, so the Commission and
Council cannot get involved. He adds that it is a union contract matter so that the Commission and Council
cannot get involved in that. Item. He adds that the person, who raided the concern, knows that.
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is
approved unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford,
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved.
5. Approval of Minutes: Special Meeting of Common Council of April 12, 2021
Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr. moves to accept the minutes. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the
motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved.
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6. Approval of Minutes: FY 21-22 Budget Workshop #1 of April 12, 2021
Councilman Philip Pessina moves to accept the minutes. Councilman Edward McKeon seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved.
7. Approval of Minutes: FY 21-22 Budget Workshop #2 of April 15, 2021
Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to accept the minutes. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved.
8. Approval of Minutes – FY21-22 Budget Workshop #3 of April 19, 2021
Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell moves to accept the minutes. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the
motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved.
9. INTENTIONALLY REMOVED
10. Public Hearing on Agenda Items – Opens
The Chair opens public hearing at 7:30 PM. The Chair explains that it is a 3-part public hearing. The bond
items go first. If anyone is looking to speak on other items, it will follow the bond public hearings.
The Chair invites any member of the public looking to speak can do so by stepping to the podium or, if
participating remotely, using the WebEx hand raise function. Comments are limited to items on the agenda.
Each speaker will have a maximum of five (5) minutes to speak. Speakers are asked to state their name
and address for the record. Speakers in the queue will be unmuted in chronological order. The public
hearing is limited to 30 minutes. If, at that time, there are additional speakers, the Council may consider
extending the public hearing portion of the meeting. He reminds the public that the hand raise function in
on the screen under the smiley face. The Chair adds that, depending on the platform that someone is
using, the hand raise function is either at the bottom of the page or under the smiley face icon
A. An Ordinance appropriating $500,000 for the design, construction, repair, and replacement of
sidewalks, curbing, and driveway aprons at various locations in the City and authorizing the
issue of $500,000 Bonds of the City to meet said appropriation and, pending the issuance
thereof, the making of temporary borrowings for such purpose.
Councilman Nocera introduces this bond request, reading the agenda description. The Chair explains
that this is the public hearing.
There being no public comment, the Chair closes this public hearing at 7:32 PM.
B. An Ordinance appropriating $1,110,000 for a new roof at Farm Hill School, and authorizing the
issue of $250,000 bonds of the City to meet said appropriation, and, pending the issuance
thereof, the making of temporary borrowings for such purpose.
Councilman McKeon introduces this bond request, reading the agenda description. The Chair reiterates
that this is the public hearing.
There being no public comment, the Chair closes this public hearing at 7:33 PM.
C. Public Hearing on all Other Agenda Items
The Chair explains that this is the public hearing for any other agenda items.
Diana Martinez (1423 Prospect Street): She is speaking to two (2) items. First is the proposed creation
of the HR Specialist positon She encourages the Council to approve this item as it will focus on minority
recruitment and diversifying the City works force and working with the Anti-Racism Taskforce and
address racial equity. The other thing she asks is that they support Kisha Michael and the Office of the
Arts. These are linked to racial equity. What we plan up front, outcomes on the outside will look different.
If we have a well-funded, well-staffed office, we will see an increase in folks who engage in the arts and
better outcome for young people. If we engage upfront in hiring people who represent our community,
we will see a reduction the disapproval of folks of color with the racial climate in Middletown and an
increase in the level of engagement in communities of color. Thank you.
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Sacha Armstrong Crockett (12 Shirleys Court) She offers condolences on Mr. Thompson, adding that
she grew up in the same neighborhood. She is calling to support the HR recruiter position. She reminds
the Council to honor the feelings of the 200 residents of color who spoke at the community
conversations and focus groups, put together to improve the climate and create a more inclusive
community. A major theme was labor equity. She does not to be a town with ceremonial event like we
were the deepest port in the slave trade, but yet the building overlooking the waters that carried black
bodies like cargo still protects the sanctity of white supremacy, whether that be (inaudible) or
unintentionally, (inaudible) that have been in play, or pure inaction. She grew up here and it is an open
would and the City must take action, the Town is ready for this, which they can see looking to the left
and right of the computer screen. The workforce could look like our City. She also supports what
Councilwoman Blackwell said in terms of the Anti-Racism Taskforce taking part in the search,
participating somehow in selecting the recruiter. Thank you.
11. Public Hearing on Agenda Items – Closes
There being no further public comment, the Chair closes this public hearing at 7:39 PM.
12. Mayor requests Council Clerk to read appropriation requests and the Certificate of Director of
Finance
NOTICE OF APPROPRIATION
Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown will be held
in the Council Chamber (limited public seating), and remotely, via WebEx, (see instructions below*),
on May 3, 2021, at 7:00 PM to consider and act upon the following Appropriation Ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $500,000 FOR THE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR
AND REPLACEMENT OF SIDEWALKS, CURBING, AND DRIVEWAY APRONS AT VARIOUS
LOCATIONS IN THE CITY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUE OF $500,000 BONDS OF THE CITY
TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF
TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSE
Any and all persons interested may appear and be heard per the instructions below. The complete
text of the proposed Ordinance is on file and open to public inspection in the office of the City Clerk.
ATTEST:
____________________________
Benjamin Florsheim, Mayor

NOTICE OF APPROPRIATION
Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown will be held
in the Council Chamber (limited public seating), with an option for remote attendance via WebEx
(see instructions below*), on May 3, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. to consider and act upon the following
Appropriation Ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $1,110,000 FOR A NEW ROOF AT FARM HILL SCHOOL
AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUE OF $250,000 BONDS OF THE CITY TO MEET SAID
APPROPRIATION AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY
BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSE
Any and all persons interested may appear and be heard per the instructions below. The complete
text of the proposed Ordinance is on file and open to public inspection in the office of the City Clerk.
ATTEST:
____________________________
Benjamin Florsheim, Mayor

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown will
be held in the Common Council Chamber of the Municipal Building and remotely, via WebEx, at Join
A Meeting, Event # 129 670 1611 on MONDAY, MAY 3, 2021, AT 7:00 PM to consider and act upon
the following:
Planning, Conservation & Development: $5,500 -- Acct No. 1000-14000-555180, appropriation of
funds from General Fund for The Connecticut River Conservancy to remove invasive aquatic species
(Hydrilla) in Middletown
Any and all persons interested may appear and be heard.
ATTEST:
__________________________
HON. BENJAMIN D. FLORSHEIM, MAYOR
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A. An Ordinance appropriating $500,000 for the design, construction, repair, and replacement of
sidewalks, curbing, and driveway aprons at various locations in the City and authorizing the
issue of $500,000 Bonds of the City to meet said appropriation and, pending the issuance
thereof, the making of temporary borrowings for such purpose.
APPROVED
ORDINANCE No. 05-21; K: review//ordinance/ sidewalk bond ORD 05-21 – 3 May 2021
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $500,000 FOR THE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR AND
REPLACEMENT OF SIDEWALKS, CURBING, AND DRIVEWAY APRONS AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN
THE CITY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUE OF $500,000 BONDS OF THE CITY TO MEET SAID
APPROPRIATION AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY
BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSE
Section 1. The sum of $500,000 is hereby appropriated for the design, construction, repair and replacement
of sidewalks, curbing, and driveway aprons at various locations throughout the City as determined based on
need and in conjunction with the sidewalk conformance inspector of the Public Works Department, and for all
related services, improvements and costs, including, without limitation, surveying, landscape architecture,
engineering, architecture, construction, administration, and inspection; and all other costs necessary or
appropriate for the project, including a contingency amount necessary to cover unexpected construction costs,
project administration, advertising, printing, legal, and financing costs related thereto (hereinafter the
“Project”). Said appropriation shall be inclusive of all state and federal grants in aide thereof. The Public
Works Department shall periodically report to the Public Works and Facilities Committee of the Common
Council on the status of the planned and completed Project work.
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Section 2. The expected useful life of the Project is in excess of twenty (20) years. The total estimated cost
of the Project is $500,000, no portion of which is expected to be paid from sources other than the proposed
bond issue.
Section 3. To meet said appropriation, $500,000 bonds of the City, or so much thereof as may be necessary
for said purpose, may be issued, maturing not later than the twentieth (20 th) year after their date, or such later
date as may be allowed by law. The bonds may be issued in one or more series as shall be determined by
the Mayor and the City Treasurer, and the amount of bonds of each series to be issued shall be fixed by the
Mayor and the City Treasurer. The bonds shall be issued in an amount necessary to meet the City’s share of
Project costs determined after considering the estimated amounts of grants in aid of the Project and will
provide funds sufficient with other funds available for such purpose to pay the principal of and the interest on
all temporary borrowings in anticipation of the receipt of the proceeds of said bonds outstanding at the time of
the issuance thereof, and to pay for the administrative, printing and legal costs of issuing the bonds. The
bonds shall be in the denomination of $1,000 or a whole multiple thereof, or, be combined with other bonds of
the City and such combined issue shall be in the denomination per aggregate maturity of $1,000 or a whole
multiple thereof, be issued in bearer form or in fully registered form, be executed in the name and on behalf
of the City by the manual or facsimile signatures of the Mayor and the City Treasurer, bear the City seal or a
facsimile thereof, be certified by a bank or trust company designated by the Mayor and the City Treasurer,
which bank or trust company may be designated the registrar and transfer agent, be payable at a bank or trust
company designated by the Mayor and the City Treasurer and be approved as to their legality by Bond
Counsel. The bonds shall bear such rate or rates of interest (whether fixed or floating) as shall be determined
by the Mayor and the City Treasurer. The bonds shall be general obligations of the City and each of the bonds
shall recite that every requirement of law relating to its issue has been duly complied with, that such bond is
within every debt and other limit prescribed by law, and that the full faith and credit of the City are pledged to
the payment of the principal thereof and the interest thereon and paid from property taxation to the extent not
paid from other funds available for the payment thereof. The aggregate principal amount of the bonds of each
series, the annual installments of principal, maturity dates, prices, redemption provisions, if any, time of issue
and sale, and other terms, details and particulars of such bonds, including the terms of any reserve that might
be established as authorized herein, shall be determined by the Mayor and the City Treasurer in the best
interests of the City and in accordance with the requirements of the General Statutes of Connecticut, as
amended.
Section 4. Said bonds shall be sold by the Mayor and City Treasurer in a competitive offering or by negotiation,
in their discretion. If sold at competitive offering, the bonds shall be at not less than par and accrued interest
on the basis of the lowest net or true interest cost to the City, or comparable method. If the bonds are sold by
negotiation, the purchase contract shall be approved by the Mayor and City Treasurer.
Section 5. The Mayor and the City Treasurer are authorized to make temporary borrowings in anticipation of
the receipt of the proceeds of any series of said bonds. Notes evidencing such borrowings shall be signed by
the manual or facsimile signatures of the Mayor and the City Treasurer, have the seal of the City or a facsimile
thereof affixed, be payable at a bank or trust company designated by the Mayor and the City Treasurer, be
certified by a bank or trust company designated by the Mayor and the City Treasurer pursuant to the General
Statutes of Connecticut, as amended, and be approved as to their legality by Bond Counsel. They shall be
issued with maturity dates which comply with the provisions of the General Statutes governing the issuance
of such notes, as the same may be amended from time to time. The notes shall be general obligations of the
City and each of the notes shall recite that every requirement of law relating to its issue has been duly complied
with, that such note is within every debt and other limit prescribed by law, and that the full faith and credit of
the City are pledged to the payment of the principal thereof and the interest thereon. The net interest cost on
such notes, including renewals thereof, and the expense of preparing, issuing and marketing them, to the
extent paid from the proceeds of such renewals or said bonds, shall be included as a cost of the Project. Upon
the sale of said bonds the proceeds thereof, to the extent required, shall be applied forthwith to the payment
of the principal of and the interest on any such temporary borrowings then outstanding or shall be deposited
with a bank or trust company in trust for such purpose.
Section 6. In connection with the issuance of any bonds or notes authorized herein, the City may exercise
any power delegated to municipalities pursuant to Section 7-370b, as may be approved and executed by the
Mayor and the City Treasurer, including the authority to enter into agreements moderating interest rate
fluctuation, provided any such agreement or exercise of authority shall be approved by the Common Council.
Section 7. With respect to the receipt of original issuance premium or bid premium upon the sale of the bonds
or notes herein authorized, the Mayor and City Treasurer are authorized, but not required, to apply original
issuance premium and bid premium, if applicable, to fund future debt service payments on such bonds or
notes or to fund any purpose for which bonds of the City are authorized to be issued, and such application
shall reduce the amount of authorized and unissued bonds of the purpose to which the premium was applied,
in the amount so applied.
Section 8. In order to meet the capital cash flow expenditure needs of the City, the Director of Finance, with
notice to and advice from the Mayor and the City Treasurer, is authorized to allocate and reallocate
expenditures incurred for the Project to any bonds or notes of the City outstanding as of the date of such
allocation, and the bonds or notes to which such expenditures have been allocated shall be deemed to have
been issued for such purpose, including the bonds and notes and Project herein authorized.
Section 9. The issue of the bonds aforesaid and of all other bonds or notes of the City heretofore authorized
but not yet issued, as of the effective date of this Ordinance, would not cause the indebtedness of the City to
exceed any debt limit calculated in accordance with law as shown by the “Debt Statement” attached hereto.
Section 10. The Mayor is hereby authorized to spend a sum not to exceed the aforesaid appropriation for the
purposes set forth herein, and the Mayor is specifically authorized to make, execute and deliver any contract
or contracts, and any other documents necessary or convenient to complete the improvements authorized
herein and the financing thereof.

MAY 3, 2021

COMMON COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

Page 10

Section 11. The Mayor, the City Treasurer, the Director of Finance and any other proper City official are each
hereby authorized to apply for and accept any available State or Federal grant in aid of the financing of the Project,
and to take all action necessary or proper in connection therewith.
Section 12. The City hereby expresses its official intent pursuant to 1.150-2 of the Federal Income Tax
Regulations, Title 26 (the “Regulations”), to reimburse expenditures paid 60 days prior to and after the date of
passage of this ordinance in the maximum amount and for the Project with the proceeds of bonds, notes, or
other obligations authorized to be issued by the City. Such obligations shall be issued to reimburse such
expenditures not later than 18 months after the later of the date of the expenditure or the substantial
completion of the Project, or such later date as the Regulations may authorize. The City hereby certifies that
the intention to reimburse as expressed herein is based upon its reasonable expectations as of this date. The
Director of Finance or his designee is authorized to pay project expenses in accordance herewith pending the
issuance of any such reimbursement obligations, and to amend this declaration.
Section 13. The Director of Finance is hereby authorized to exercise all powers conferred by Section 3-20e
of the general statutes with respect to secondary market disclosure and to provide annual information and
notices of material events as enumerated in Securities and Exchange Commission Exchange Act Rule 15c212, as amended, as may be necessary, appropriate or desirable to effect the sale of the bonds and notes
authorized by this ordinance.
Section 14. This ordinance shall become effective fifteen days after its publication in a newspaper of general
circulation in the City pursuant to Section 5 of the City Charter.
SEE ATTACHED DEBT LIMITATION SCHEDULE
DEBT LIMITATION SCHEDULE
April 30, 2021
CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT
ANNUAL RECEIPTS FROM TAXATION AND REIMBURSEMENTS ("BASE")
Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2020
BORROWING CAPACITY FOR EACH
CLASS
2-1/4 times base for General Purposes
4-1/2 times base for Schools
3-3/4 times base for Sewers
3-1/4 times base for Urban Renewal
3 times base for Unfunded Past Benefit Obligations
MAXIMUM AGGREGATE BORROWING CAPACITY
7 times Base
INDEBTEDNESS BONDS AND NOTES:
GENERAL PURPOSES
79,326,323
SCHOOLS
37,270,650
SEWERS
8,093,056
URBAN RENEWAL
UNFUNDED
PAST
BENEFIT
OBLIGATIONS
BONDS AND NOTES AUTHORIZED
BUT UNISSUED:
GENERAL PURPOSES
88,126,066
SCHOOLS
31,911,036
SEWERS
5,772,295
URBAN RENEWAL
UNFUNDED PAST BENEFIT
OBLIGATIONS
CLEAN WATER FUND LOANS:
SEWERS
36,509,297
SUB-TOTAL INDEBTEDNESS
287,008,723
LESS
FEDERAL AND STATE OF CONNECTICUT
BUILDING GRANTS, COMMITMENTS AND
RECEIVABLES
GENERAL PURPOSE
SCHOOLS
29,471,602
SEWERS
URBAN RENEWAL
TOTAL DEDUCTIONS
29,471,602
NET INDEBTEDNESS
TOTAL DEDUCTIONS
BALANCE
OF
BORROWING
CAPACITY FOR
EACH CLASS:
GENERAL PURPOSE
SCHOOLS
SEWERS
URBAN RENEWAL
UNFUNDED PAST BENEFIT
OBLIGATIONS

141,847,571

319,157,035
638,314,070
531,928,391
461,004,606
425,542,713
992,932,997

257,537,121

151,704,646
598,603,986
481,553,744
461,004,606
425,542,713

BALANCE OF MAXIMUM AGGREGATE BORROWING
CAPACITY AVAILABLE

735,395,876
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Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo asks that the Director of Public Works William Russo address the following. When
the voters approved . . . when the City went out for $44M in bonding, includes in that issue was sidewalks
for 2019 in the about of $235,450. It would be helpful to understand.
Public Works Director Russo replies that this will be for emergency work, which usually takes a couple of
summers, these are non-road bond roads. They are not allowed to list the various sidewalk when they go
out to the voters. Something they now use is See-Click-Fix. There are about 10 areas, which have come in
and are non-road bond. That is what this money will go towards.
Councilman Loffredo states that is the $500K on the agenda this evening. He asks if that is where this
money will go.
Director Russo replies, “Yes.”
Councilman Loffredo states that he is looking for is the $235,450 that was the bond issue that recently
occurred, included many items totaling $44M. This included sidewalk money. Will that money be used this
year for sidewalks?
Director Russo explains that the money can only be used for projects that the voters approved. If High
Street is listed, it can be used on High Street. If Millbrook, is listed, then it can be used on Millbrook Road.
Councilman Loffredo states that this particular money . . . we now have the money, which came from a
bond in 2109, $500,000. Less than half is available now for working in concert with any road work that has
been authorized. To take care of sidewalks or other appraise matter abutting that road work.
Director Russo replies, “Correct,” adding that this money is all for emergency: tree roots, damage to
sidewalks, winter damage, non-rad bond roads. Anything that is listed in the road bond, we can use that
money to do sidewalk as we construct roads. We can use it for curbs, In this case, this money is for any
emergencies that occur.
Councilman Loffredo has another question, asking if Director Russo can address this or Finance Director
Carl Erlacher. He wants to be sure that he understands. He states that the Council is being asked to
authorize to go out to the marketplace to finance $500K of bonds for sidewalks. We haven’t yet done that
yet, but are looking at this tonight. We would go back to the marketplace, is that what is happening if the
funds become available?
Director Russo replies, “I believe so.”
Councilman Loffredo asks, “During this fiscal year? Is that a correct understanding?”
The Chair replies, “Yes, I believe this is correct.”
Councilman Loffredo continues, asking if this is in addition to . . . . So we will be able to advertise and fund
these bonds in addition to the $44M that we just got funded in March or April. Is that correct?
The Chair replies, “Correct.”
Councilman Loffredo notes that now we are up to $44,500,000 in bonding this year.
The Chair replies, “Correct.”
Director Russo explains that these funds will not be used between now and Labor Day. This is usually a 2year number for this work.
Councilman Loffredo replies that is what he thought. He is familiar with the fact that, every few years, just
like we do for roads, sidewalks are normally in this amount. This is why we looked at the bond issue report
and saw that we already have $235,450 now available in cash to pay for sidewalk repairs. This money here
is being authorized in such a fashion that it is limited to emergencies only. He notes that he does not see
that representation. He asks if that representation that this money is to be used for emergency purposes
only and not for financing sidewalks, adding that this is an issue for bond counsel. He reads, “Sidewalks,
curbing, driveways,” adding that the language looks very familiar to him as the same language that is used
in the past for sidewalk bonding, That is his question based on what is represented. He appreciates the
clarification between the money that we did with the $44M and this money, but he doesn’t see in the bond
ordinance, itself, how it’s represented here, how the Director has said it will be used.
Director Russo replies that the $44M that is being discussed . . .
Councilman Loffredo interjects that he understands.
Director Russo continues, noting this $44M bond is not Public Works.
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Councilman Loffredo replies that he understands that and he agrees. They have $235K, which Director
Russo explained can only be used in concert with road construction, not for emergency purposes.
Director Russo notes that, if we are talking about the past bond, that money is exhausted. If there is $235K
in there, there isn’t. He suggests that someone check with Finance. The reason that he is here is because
he is down to $1K from that bond.
Councilman Loffredo asks if Finance Director Carl Erlacher is available.
The Chair states that, while Finance Director Erlacher can speak to this as well, he notes that, to clarify,
they are not going to market to borrow $500K at once. This money will be taken on an as need basis. It
could be authorization to do that on an as needed basis over the course of two (2) years as Director Russo
has already stated.
Finance Director Erlacher explains that the $44M that went out for bonding is not for future work; rather, it
is for work that has already been done, The Council authorized it years ago and most of it went for the
Middle School -- $26M – adding that they do not have $26M worth of additional work to do on that school.
Like here, the Council would be authorizing Director Russo to spend $500K on any sidewalk in town that
needs repairs: emergencies, yes, as well as any other work as seems fit. He explains that General Fund
will advance monies and it will be authorized to repair sidewalks. When we need cash, we go out to bond,
adding that he tries to go out as little as he can to avoid paying interest on that money. He uses the City
cash when he can.
Councilman Loffredo states that he understand that the $235K that was funded through the $44M bond
sale, it says the $235K was for sidewalks.
Director Erlacher replies that the money was probably already spent on sidewalks. We are reimbursing
ourselves, having used City money. When we go out to bond, we borrow that money. Sometimes it’s money
that has already been spent. Sometimes it is future money that is intended for a road that is going to be
repaired this summer. It could be a raid that we did last summer.
Councilman Loffredo replies that Director Erlacher is saying that the City has already spent $235K.
Director Erlacher replies, “It could have.” When they go out to borrow, sometimes it is money that is already
spent or it can be money that is projected to be spent in the next fiscal year.
Councilman Loffredo states that we are now in this fiscal year and the next fiscal year is coming up shortly.
He asks, of this $44M, how much has already been spent. He notes that he is just pointing out sidewalks
is ow on the agenda is $500K.
Director Erlacher replies that, of the $44M, we have probably spent about half.
Councilman Loffredo asks if the City is reimbursing itself $22M.
Director Erlacher replies, “Yes,” adding that they have been using money that carries a zero percent interest
before he goes out and borrows money. That is how he saves money for the City. He adds that the Council
is authorizing the money, not spending it. Once it is authorized, then the Directors under the Mayor’s
purview, can spend the money on whatever they need to do. He adds that the $500K has not been spent
yet.
Councilman Loffredo states that the Mayor has already authorized the spending of $235,450.
Director Erlacher replies, “No,” explaining that the Common Council authorized it with the bond. It was
authorized when the Council approved that bond in 2019. That money was associated with that road bod
in 2019. It was already authorized. He continues, explaining that we spent it, or a part of it, and are now
reimbursing ourselves. Or they may be doing $100K on work on these roads this summer, which will be
spent.
Councilman Loffredo notes that, as he understands it, there is not much money left from what the Director
Erlacher said.
Director Erlacher explains that it has to be associated with the roads listed on that bond.
Councilman Loffredo states that now we have $500K for sidewalks. He asks if there’s a list of the sidewalks.
Director Russo replies that he has 10 or 12 spots already marked -- barricades, orange paint – and once
put on notice, they like to get to those sites as quick as they can. He has only about $1,100 left in that line
from 2019. Legally, he cannot list various sidewalks on a road bond, they always have to list streets. This
is emergency work that occurs -- wintertime, tree roots, sink hole – it could be anything,
Councilman Loffredo states, correct him if he is wrong, but he was hearing that the expenditure of this
$500K as it is written, is to take care of sidewalks for various streets associated with streets that they are
working on. He asks where the money will come form for that work.
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Director Russo replies that road bond work is listed.
Councilman Loffredo asks about the sidewalk.
Director Russo explains that they are now starting Markham Street. It is on a road bond, adding that nothing
associated with a road bond has to be named. This requested money will go for emergencies, reiterating
that they do not know where an emergency will occur in the City. If they occur on roads that were listed in
the road bond, then we can use the money that was approved by the voters. This is above and beyond
what is listed in the road bond. If an emergency occurs, he does not currently have the money to fix it. This
money will allow them to fix the sidewalks in the areas where these emergencies may occur. With 102 miles
of sidewalk in the City, we cannot predict where an emergency will happen.
Councilman Loffredo asks, for clarification, this money will be used for emergencies only.
Director Russo replies, “That is correct.”
Councilman Loffredo states that the money for sidewalks adjacent to work being done for road repair, where
will that money come from.
Director Russ replies that, if it is in the road bond, then that’s where it comes from. Thetis estimated by the
engineers -- road work, drainage, paving – it is all listed. He reiterates, on Markham Street where they are
now working, all of that money can come out of the present road bond.
Councilman Loffredo states that he does not know whether or not Markham Street has sidewalks. So a
street that they are working on that has sidewalks, which is also part of a road bond issue, would be
addressed at the same time as the road bond work.
Director Russo replies that there may be ne area down near McDonough School, which is not on a road
bond. That work will come out of this bond, which is meant to repair a fix like that. He believes that, if they
look at the top of High and Court, that while ADA ramp needs repair. That work would be paid from this
money.
Councilman Loffredo replies, only for those.
Director Russo reiterate that is it for emergencies only.
Councilman Loffredo asks if Director Russo has any sense how long this money will last.
Director Russo replies that this is usually a 2-year bond.
Councilman Loffredo states that the money is for sidewalks only.
Director Russo replies that he wishes that the funds would last longer He cannot say when an emergency
will occur, if a water main break will occur, when a driveway apron needs work, when any of these things
will occur.
Councilman Loffredo replies, “Thank you.”
The Chair calls on Councilman Philip Pessina.
Councilman Pessina asks, for clarification, there’s a program from the City where they expect responses.
Correct?
Director Russo replies, “Correct.”
Councilman Pessina states that, when Public Works is notified, you respond quickly. This money will back
that up because, if we don’t, it ventures into liability because the City has been put on notice. That is why
the $500K is so important for emergencies that happen on sidewalks. He notes that Director Russo
mentioned McDonough School, an area where children walk to school. They need to be done. It is the
citizens’ expectation, which is why this program was put together. We have to have money to back it up
because, if we don’t, we will be paying a lot more than $500K on claims. Is that correct?
Director Russo replies that this is exactly what they talk about in the City Attorney’s office and with CIRMA
during meetings.
Councilman Pessina continues, adding that it’s nothing on the road bonds; rather, it is strictly emergency.
Director Russo replies, “Correct.”
The Chair calls on Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.
Councilman Faulkner notes that Councilman Pessina is correct. As a member of the Insurance & Claim
Commission, he notes that, one of the reasons that they were not really bullish on See-Click-Fix in the past
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was that they did not know that there was back end to it to get information to Pubic Works. He asks if SeeClick-Fix is working, noting that he was not sure it was publicized enough. Is it out there?
Director Russo replies that it does give the City a toll where the general public can report any incidents to
the City -- trees, sidewalks, pot holes, on and on – but, they have to be able to respond both with the
workforce and financially.
Councilman Faulkner thanks Director Russo.
The Chair calls on Councilman Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo states that he has no further question, but an amendment to the proposal. He moves
to amend the proposal to read: AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $500,000 FOR THE EMERGENCY
DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, etc., adding the word “emergency” to the language. He notes that the word
“emergency” does not show up at all. Further, in Section 1, “. . . for the emergency design, construction,
repair and replacement of . . .” The interaction of the ordinance and Section 1 would both include the word
“emergency.” He states that, in his experience as a City Councilman, he has seen this ordinance and this
language and, at no time, in this particular case, based on the presentation made, it is for this purpose and
should be so represented. He so moves.
The Chair asks if there is a second.
Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera.
Councilman Nocera, through the Chair, asks Director Russo, at the last meeting (Public Works & Facilities
Commission) when this ordinance came up, Director Russo and Director Erlacher presented. He
understands everything that they presented. He thinks that backup language has the word “emergency” in
it.
Councilman Loffredo asks what backup language.
Councilman Nocera continues, saying that it was presented consistently as non-road bond sidewalk that,
as Councilman Pessina indicated that the City knows about and we do not want to be cited for negligence
by not addressing it as quickly as possible. This is how it was presented to the Commission throughout the
process.
Councilman Loffredo calls a point of order. He understands what happened at the Commission, but the
language presented to the Council this evening fails to recognize that fact that this is emergency purposes.
This is specifically what, in the representations and examples presented, where exactly for emergency. He
is glad that they are going to do that. He understands, but that (language) should be there so that when
people come in and ask for sidewalk work, this is not the pot of money it will be coming from. We need to
do out due diligence to clearly indicate . . . and this is where, for us to vote on this evening, fails to represent
it in that fashion. He does not know what the problem would be and this is the amendment that he would
like his colleagues to vote on.
The Chair calls on Councilwoman Linda Salafia.
Councilwoman Salafia states that it seems to her that there may be the problem of what the definition of
“emergency” is and what kind of time limits for an emergency. There would be a time limit within which to
do this work, She notes that she believes that we all understand the intent without adding another door for
a legal question. She does not believe that it is necessary.
The Chair states, for the record, that, when the City is made aware of sidewalk damage to the point where
it could cause an injury, then they are required, by law, to address it as well as by their liability insurance.
In many cases, these repairs, by definition, require that we act upon them.
Director Russo states that the Mayor is correct. Whether the information comes to them by the Sidewalk
Conformance Inspector or the public, when they have 102 miles of sidewalk to maintain, $500K is just a
total necessity, adding that they could probably use millions, To Councilman Loffredo, when someone
requests a new sidewalk, they do not use this money. If you see a sidewalk painted orange and there is a
lip, it has to be repaired. They need the money to repair it. They cannot just take road bond money and use
it on non-road bond work.
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote on the proposed amendment. The Chair
states that the motion is defeated with four (4) aye votes and eight (8) nay votes. (AYE: Councilmembers
Blackwell, Gennaro, Loffredo, and McKeon; NAY: Councilmembers Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford,
Mangiafico, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The proposed amendment is defeated.
The Chair asks if there is any further discussion on the underlying motion. The Chair calls on Councilman
Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo notes that Section 1 of the bond ordinance includes language that states, “ The Public
Works Department shall periodically report to the Public Works and Facilities Committee of the Common Council on
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the status of the planned and completed Project work. He moves to amend this section to add an additional

sentence: Copies of the reports shall be forwarded to the Common Council as well. So that the Council has
reports as to how these monies are being spent.
The Chair asks for a second on the proposed amendment.
Councilman Loffredo is asked to reread the proposed text amendment. He rereads the proposed text,
adding that we all know that it is emergency money, but that amendment was not adopted. We will be able
to identify emergencies through these reports, which will indicate how these monies are actually being
spent. We will know it is emergency money and we had X number of emergencies and spent a certain
amount of money. He thinks that as the appropriating body, it is essential that the Council have proper
oversight. He appreciates the work of each Commission, noting that they have priority to receive that
information. In addition, the Commission would forward that information to the entire body anyway. That is
not an unusual request and he thinks that the ordinance should represent that. That is what the amendment
is about.
The Chair notes, as a point of order, that he believes that, when these reports are made, they become
public information. He understand that intent of the amendment is to reflect that in the text, but that
information would become available to the public and Couric when reported to the Committees.
Councilman Loffredo states that perhaps the Committees could forward the reports when they receive them.
This language wouldn’t be necessary. He asks if the Commissioners, serving on that Commission, would
send those reports on to the Council.
Councilman Pessina calls a point of order. He notes Councilman Nocera is the Chair of Public Works &
Facilities Commission, so that question should be directed to him.
Councilman Nocera states that he could certainly provide in the future a status of their work under this
bond. As the Mayor said, it is public information so anyone can get it from the City. He reiterates that he
could provide the information in the future.
Councilman Loffredo states that he assumes that the Commission received written reports on the status of
this bond issue. He ask if that is correct.
The Chair replies that he believes that is correct. He asks the Commission Chair, Councilman Nocera, if
that is correct.
Councilman Nocera replies, “Yes,” when the road bond is being worked on.
Councilman Loffredo asks if the report indicates if the work is being done for emergency purposes. He asks
if that is so indicated in these reports.
Councilman Nocera replies that it would be under this bond so it is.
The Chair states that in those Commission meeting, the circumstances leading to those repairs need would
be discussed.
Councilman Loffredo asks again if they are written reports and that the Council, if they formally request,
can get copies if they ask the Director and members of that Commission to be sure it is forwarded on. It
would be taken care of in the course of their business. He states that, based on this representation, he
withdraws his amendment with the understanding that this information will be provided to the Council.
There being no further discussion the Chair calls a roll call vote for the proposed bond authorization.
Councilman Nocera
Councilwoman Carta
Councilwoman Blackwell
Councilman Loffredo
Councilman D. Ford
Councilman McKeon
Councilman Faulkner
Councilman Pessina
Councilman Gennaro
Councilman E. Ford
Councilwoman Salafia
Councilman Mangiafico

aye
aye
aye
aye
aye
aye
aye
aye
aye
aye
aye
aye

The Chair states that the motion is unanimously approved with 12 aye votes. The matter is approved.
B. An Ordinance appropriating $1,110,000 for a new roof at Farm Hill School, and authorizing the issue
of $250,000 bonds of the City to meet said appropriation, and, pending the issuance thereof, the
making of temporary borrowings for such purpose.
APPROVED
ORDINANCE No. 06-21; K: review/ordinance/ Farm Hill roof bond ORD 06-21 – 3 May 2021
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AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $1,110,000 FOR A NEW ROOF AT FARM HILL SCHOOL AND
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUE OF $250,000 BONDS OF THE CITY TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION AND
PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY BORROWINGS FOR SUCH
PURPOSE
Section 1. The sum of $1,110,000 is hereby appropriated for the planning, acquisition and construction of the
Farm Hill Elementary School roof project consisting of the replacement of the roof, including the removal,
repair or improvement of the existing roof, supporting structures and attachments, repair of interior structures
and spaces necessitated by the improvements or the conditions of the existing roof, drainage improvements,
window recaulking, mold removal and prevention improvements, and related appurtenances and
improvements, or so much thereof as may be accomplished within said appropriation, a contingency, and for
architectural, engineering and consultant fees, equipment, administrative, printing, legal, and financing costs
related thereto (hereafter the "Project"). Said appropriation shall be inclusive of all state and federal grants in
aide thereof.
Section 2. The expected useful life of the Project is in excess of twenty (20) years. The total estimated cost
of the Project is $1,110,000, at least $860,000 of which is estimated to be paid from Board of Education funds
and State grant moneys. Any remaining costs not paid with such funds or grant moneys to be paid from the
proposed bond financing in an amount not to exceed $250,000.
Section 3. To meet said appropriation, $250,000 bonds of the City, or so much thereof as may be necessary
for said purpose, may be issued, maturing not later than the twentieth (20 th) year after their date, or such later
date as may be allowed by law. The bonds may be issued in one or more series as shall be determined by
the Mayor and the City Treasurer, and the amount of bonds of each series to be issued shall be fixed by the
Mayor and the City Treasurer. The bonds shall be issued in an amount necessary to meet the City’s share of
Project costs determined after considering the estimated amounts of grants in aid of the Project and will
provide funds sufficient with other funds available for such purpose to pay the principal of and the interest on
all temporary borrowings in anticipation of the receipt of the proceeds of said bonds outstanding at the time of
the issuance thereof, and to pay for the administrative, printing and legal costs of issuing the bonds. The
bonds shall be in the denomination of $1,000 or a whole multiple thereof, or, be combined with other bonds of
the City and such combined issue shall be in the denomination per aggregate maturity of $1,000 or a whole
multiple thereof, be issued in bearer form or in fully registered form, be executed in the name and on behalf
of the City by the manual or facsimile signatures of the Mayor and the City Treasurer, bear the City seal or a
facsimile thereof, be certified by a bank or trust company designated by the Mayor and the City Treasurer,
which bank or trust company may be designated the registrar and transfer agent, be payable at a bank or trust
company designated by the Mayor and the City Treasurer and be approved as to their legality by Bond
Counsel. The bonds shall bear such rate or rates of interest (whether fixed or floating) as shall be determined
by the Mayor and the City Treasurer. The bonds shall be general obligations of the City and each of the bonds
shall recite that every requirement of law relating to its issue has been duly complied with, that such bond is
within every debt and other limit prescribed by law, and that the full faith and credit of the City are pledged to
the payment of the principal thereof and the interest thereon and paid from property taxation to the extent not
paid from other funds available for the payment thereof. The aggregate principal amount of the bonds of each
series, the annual installments of principal, maturity dates, prices, redemption provisions, if any, time of issue
and sale, and other terms, details and particulars of such bonds, including the terms of any reserve that might
be established as authorized herein, shall be determined by the Mayor and the City Treasurer in the best
interests of the City and in accordance with the requirements of the General Statutes of Connecticut, as
amended.
Section 4. Said bonds shall be sold by the Mayor and City Treasurer in a competitive offering or by negotiation,
in their discretion. If sold at competitive offering, the bonds shall be at not less than par and accrued interest
on the basis of the lowest net or true interest cost to the City, or comparable method. If the bonds are sold by
negotiation, the purchase contract shall be approved by the Mayor and City Treasurer.
Section 5. The Mayor and the City Treasurer are authorized to make temporary borrowings in anticipation of
the receipt of the proceeds of any series of said bonds. Notes evidencing such borrowings shall be signed by
the manual or facsimile signatures of the Mayor and the City Treasurer, have the seal of the City or a facsimile
thereof affixed, be payable at a bank or trust company designated by the Mayor and the City Treasurer, be
certified by a bank or trust company designated by the Mayor and the City Treasurer pursuant to the General
Statutes of Connecticut, as amended, and be approved as to their legality by Bond Counsel. They shall be
issued with maturity dates which comply with the provisions of the General Statutes governing the issuance
of such notes, as the same may be amended from time to time. The notes shall be general obligations of the
City and each of the notes shall recite that every requirement of law relating to its issue has been duly complied
with, that such note is within every debt and other limit prescribed by law, and that the full faith and credit of
the City are pledged to the payment of the principal thereof and the interest thereon. The net interest cost on
such notes, including renewals thereof, and the expense of preparing, issuing and marketing them, to the
extent paid from the proceeds of such renewals or said bonds, shall be included as a cost of the Project. Upon
the sale of said bonds the proceeds thereof, to the extent required, shall be applied forthwith to the payment
of the principal of and the interest on any such temporary borrowings then outstanding or shall be deposited
with a bank or trust company in trust for such purpose.
Section 6. In connection with the issuance of any bonds or notes authorized herein, the City may exercise
any power delegated to municipalities pursuant to Section 7-370b, as may be approved and executed by the
Mayor and the City Treasurer, including the authority to enter into agreements moderating interest rate
fluctuation, provided any such agreement or exercise of authority shall be approved by the Common Council.
Section 7. With respect to the receipt of original issuance premium or bid premium upon the sale of the bonds
or notes herein authorized, the Mayor and City Treasurer are authorized, but not required, to apply original
issuance premium and bid premium, if applicable, to fund future debt service payments on such bonds or
notes or to fund any purpose for which bonds of the City are authorized to be issued, and such application
shall reduce the amount of authorized and unissued bonds of the purpose to which the premium was applied,
in the amount so applied.
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Section 8. In order to meet the capital cash flow expenditure needs of the City, the Director of Finance, with
notice to and advice from the Mayor and the City Treasurer, is authorized to allocate and reallocate
expenditures incurred for the Project to any bonds or notes of the City outstanding as of the date of such
allocation, and the bonds or notes to which such expenditures have been allocated shall be deemed to have
been issued for such purpose, including the bonds and notes and Project herein authorized.
Section 9. The issue of the bonds aforesaid and of all other bonds or notes of the City heretofore authorized
but not yet issued, as of the effective date of this Ordinance, would not cause the indebtedness of the City to
exceed any debt limit calculated in accordance with law as shown by the “Debt Statement” attached hereto.
Section 10. The Mayor is hereby authorized to spend a sum not to exceed the aforesaid appropriation for the
purposes set forth herein, and the Mayor is specifically authorized to make, execute and deliver any contract
or contracts, and any other documents necessary or convenient to complete the improvements authorized
herein and the financing thereof.
Section 11. The Mayor, the City Treasurer, the Director of Finance and any other proper City official are each
hereby authorized to apply for and accept any available State or Federal grant in aid of the financing of the Project,
and to take all action necessary or proper in connection therewith
Section 12. The City hereby expresses its official intent pursuant to 1.150-2 of the Federal Income Tax
Regulations, Title 26 (the “Regulations”), to reimburse expenditures paid 60 days prior to and after the date of
passage of this ordinance in the maximum amount and for the Project with the proceeds of bonds, notes, or
other obligations authorized to be issued by the City. Such obligations shall be issued to reimburse such
expenditures not later than 18 months after the later of the date of the expenditure or the substantial
completion of the Project, or such later date as the Regulations may authorize. The City hereby certifies that
the intention to reimburse as expressed herein is based upon its reasonable expectations as of this date. The
Director of Finance or his designee is authorized to pay project expenses in accordance herewith pending the
issuance of any such reimbursement obligations, and to amend this declaration.
Section 13. The Director of Finance is hereby authorized to exercise all powers conferred by Section 3-20e
of the general statutes with respect to secondary market disclosure and to provide annual information and
notices of material events as enumerated in Securities and Exchange Commission Exchange Act Rule 15c212, as amended, as may be necessary, appropriate or desirable to effect the sale of the bonds and notes
authorized by this ordinance.
Section 14. This ordinance shall become effective fifteen days after its publication in a newspaper of general
circulation in the City pursuant to Section 5 of the City Charter.

SEE ATTACHED DEBT LIMITATION SCHEDULE
DEBT LIMITATION SCHEDULE
April 30, 2021
CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT
ANNUAL RECEIPTS FROM TAXATION AND REIMBURSEMENTS ("BASE")
Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2020
BORROWING CAPACITY FOR EACH
CLASS
2-1/4 times base for General Purposes
4-1/2 times base for Schools
3-3/4 times base for Sewers
3-1/4 times base for Urban Renewal
3 times base for Unfunded Past Benefit Obligations
MAXIMUM AGGREGATE BORROWING CAPACITY
7 times Base
INDEBTEDNESS BONDS AND NOTES:
GENERAL PURPOSES
79,326,323
SCHOOLS
37,270,650
SEWERS
8,093,056
URBAN RENEWAL
UNFUNDED
PAST
BENEFIT
OBLIGATIONS
BONDS AND NOTES AUTHORIZED
BUT UNISSUED:
GENERAL PURPOSES
88,126,066
SCHOOLS
31,911,036
SEWERS
5,772,295
URBAN RENEWAL
UNFUNDED PAST BENEFIT
OBLIGATIONS
CLEAN WATER FUND LOANS:
SEWERS
36,509,297
SUB-TOTAL INDEBTEDNESS
287,008,723
LESS
FEDERAL AND STATE OF CONNECTICUT
BUILDING GRANTS, COMMITMENTS AND
RECEIVABLES
GENERAL PURPOSE
SCHOOLS
29,471,602
SEWERS
URBAN RENEWAL
TOTAL DEDUCTIONS
29,471,602
NET INDEBTEDNESS
TOTAL DEDUCTIONS

141,847,571

319,157,035
638,314,070
531,928,391
461,004,606
425,542,713
992,932,997

257,537,121
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151,704,646
598,603,986
481,553,744
461,004,606
425,542,713

BALANCE OF MAXIMUM AGGREGATE BORROWING
CAPACITY AVAILABLE

735,395,876

C.
Councilm
Councilman Edward McKeon reads the proposed bond ordinance and moves to approved. Councilman
Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo states that he has questions about the format of this bond ordinance. He asks if
outside bond counsel has reviewed this proposed bond ordinance in accordance with the provisions of the
Charter and the bond powers of the City in Chapter IX. It is unusual how it is structure. In reading the
language in the Charter at Chapter IX, Section 2, it states that “if the total estimated cost of any improvement
for which such obligations are proposed exceeds $500,000 but less than $750,000,” then of course you go
to referendum. It continues, stating “if the total estimated cost of any improvement for which such
obligations are proposed to be issued exceeds $750,000, no bonds, notes, or other obligations shall be
issued for such improvement unless the ordinance authorizing such issue shall also be approved by a
majority of those voting thereon at a general municipal election or referendum called and warned for that
purpose . . .“ He just wants to be sure because, either way, this ordinance is presented it says in Section
2, clearly, that the cost of the project is $1,110,000. With that being said, it is clearly beyond, there is nothing
in the Charter under bond authorization that the Council can approve a bond ordinance. How is it
appropriate that this bond ordinance does not have to go to the voters?
The Chair replies that he can have Finance Director Erlacher speak to that. He continues, stating that the
reason for that, the amount being bonded in under the threshold. While the total cost of the project is $1.1M,
the Council is voting to authorize $250K in City bonding to contribute to the total cost. The City is not
bonding $1.1M. If approved, the City is bonding $250K.
Councilman Loffredo asks if the bond ordinance . . . that language of the Charter states that the language
is not over $1M that the bond ordinance does not require approval by the voters.
Finance Director Erlacher replies, noting that Councilman Loffredo was at the Finance & Government
Committee meeting and that this is a strange item. The City is only guaranteeing $250K on this project. The
Board of Education received grants from the State for 64 percent, Based on the bids that they got, the State
did not want to give them 64 percent of the project unless they had enough in their contingency fund. We
had to guarantee that, if they have overages, we would pick up the $250K we have to bond for. Of the total
cost of the project. The City is only covering 34 percent of the total cost and the Board does not expect us
to issue the $250K. It is there only if there are overages. He adds that they only had one (1) day to do this
so they moved it through all of the channels as fast as they could
Councilman Loffredo asks if bond counsel has reviewed this bond ordinance and found it to be in
compliance.
Director Erlacher replies, “Yes, they did review it.”
Councilman Loffredo states that his question is relative to the City Charter and the threshold, even though
it says, in the language of the Charter that if the total project is over $750K that the project, just for one
building, not both.
Director Erlacher replies, “Yes,” they guaranteed $250K for this project because the Board has enough
money for the project.
Councilman Loffredo replies that is a whole other story.
Director Erlacher states that they had to call about 11:00 AM that they had to issue this and have it all done
by the next morning. The Board was in a panic and we had to help them out. Ordinarily, we would have go
to the Councilmembers first. He notes that they did notify various people, who were made aware.
Councilman Loffredo notes that Director Erlacher mentioned that this is for two (2) projects.
Director Erlacher explains ha there are two (2) projects and the City has to guarantee $250K total.
Councilman Loffredo reiterate that the way this ordinance is written (inaudible).
Director Erlacher replies that it is written for Farm Hill School. The Board has enough money in their budget
and from grants to do the other project.
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Councilman Loffredo asks if that includes contingency.
Director Erlacher replies, “Right.”
There being no further discussion the Chair calls a roll call vote for the proposed bond authorization.
Councilman Nocera
aye
Councilwoman Carta
aye
Councilwoman Blackwell
aye
Councilman Loffredo
aye
Councilman D. Ford
aye
Councilman McKeon
aye
Councilman Faulkner
aye
Councilman Pessina
aye
Councilman Gennaro
aye
Councilman E. Ford
aye
Councilwoman Salafia
aye
Councilman Mangiafico
aye
The Chair states that the motion is unanimously approved with 12 aye votes. The matter is approved.
C. Planning Conservation & Development: Planning, Conservation & Development: $5,500 -- Acct No.
1000-14000-555180, appropriation of funds from General Fund for The Connecticut River
Conservancy to remove invasive aquatic species (Hydrilla) in Middletown.
APPROVED

Councilman Philip Pessina reads the proposed appropriation and moves to approve. Councilman Edward Ford
seconds the motion.
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The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo
Councilman Loffredo asks for Planning, Conservation & Development Director Joseph Samolis. He asks, in terms
of background, what does this attempt to address and how did it come forward. He also would like to know what
other communities are participating.
Director Samolis replies that most of Middlesex Country communities, especially the River COG communities, have
been working to address the water chestnut infestation. It is a very dangerous water species infestation. If not
removed properly, it can spread rapidly. In addition, the Connecticut River Conservancy is trying to educate people
about another invasive aquatic species, Hydrilla, which is actually has the potential to clog waterways completely,
in essence, and stifling anything we are looking to do for riverfront development. He suggest that this modest request
of $5,500 for the Conservancy is to work collectively with other Middlesex County communities to address the water
chestnut issue facing tributaries and the Connecticut River and to start educating about Hydrilla, or ensure that we
do not transport this species to these tributaries.
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo,
Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved.
13.

Old Business

A. Approving that the City hereby terminates the June 3, 2019 Property Tax Payment Agreement
with Middletown Power, LLC and NRG Middletown Repowering LLC pursuant to Section 2(c) of
that agreement; and that the City invites the owner of the Middletown facility to discuss options
for a new Property Tax Payment Agreement with the City of Middletown. (Resolution No. 26-21
-- TABLED, April 5, 2021)
TABLED: TO BE RESOLVED ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 2022
RESOLUTION No. 26-21; K: review /resolution/PCD rescind NRG tax abatement – RES 26-21 – 3 May 2021
WHEREAS, On June 3, 2019 the City of Middletown Common Council authorized a Property Tax Payment
Agreement between the City of Middletown and Middletown Power, LLC (“Middletown Power”) and NRG
Middletown Repowering LLC (“Middletown Repowering”); and
WHEREAS, as part of the agreement, Middletown Repowering was to develop, own and operate an
approximately 375 megawatt duel-fuel combustion turbine power Unit 5 (the “Repowering Project”) located at
the site; and
WHEREAS, no later than the Commercial Operation Date of the Repowering Project, the existing Middletown
Unit 2 and Middletown Unit 3 steam electric generating units would be retired; and,
WHEREAS, in its September 2020 Climate Emergency Declaration, the Common Council called for an
emergency mobilization to end City-generated greenhouse gases by December 31, 2030 and urged the Mayor
to direct City department heads, committees, and commissions to reduce greenhouse gases in the wider
community, and to recognize environmental injustice as a racial issue; and
WHEREAS, Section 2 ,”Terms; Termination” subsection “c” of the agreement states the following: “The City
may elect to terminate this Agreement by providing written notice of termination to Middletown Power or
Middletown Repowering if Middletown Repowering does not clear ISO New England’s Forward Capacity
Auction 15 in February 2021.”; and
WHEREAS, Middletown Repowering did not clear ISO New England’s Forward Capacity Auction 15 in
February 2021;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN
that the City hereby terminates the June 3, 2019 Property Tax Payment Agreement with Middletown Power,
LLC and NRG Middletown Repowering LLC pursuant to Section 2(c) of that agreement.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City invites the owner of the Middletown facility to discuss options for
a new Property Tax Payment Agreement with the City of Middletown.
Status: TABLED TO MAY 3, 2021 REGULAR MEETING
By Common Council, City of Middletown
At its meeting held on: 5 APRIL 2021

Councilman Eugene Nocera reads the resolution and moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina
seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman Nocera.
Councilman Vincent Loffredo calls for a point of order.
The Chair calls on Councilman Pessina
Councilman Pessina asserts that, initially taking the item of the table. He stands to be corrected by
Corporation Counsel, but he asserts that, to move forward on this, the body needs to vote to take off the
table of the original resolution.
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The Chair states that Corporation Counsel Ryan concurs that, before taking up this matter, must be taken
off the table.
Councilman Nocera moves to take the matter from the table. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the
motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera. The Chair asks if Councilman Nocera would like to speak
to the matter now. Councilman Nocera states that he would like to speak to the matter now
Councilman Nocera states that there are obviously tax consequences. We respectfully want to move on
with discussion with the current owners and the future, new owners to be sure that they understand that
the Council – adding that he believes that he speaks for the Council – they are seeking a green solution for
the future. They respect that they no longer join us on that.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo states that, for background purposes, the resolution was originally tabled a the April
meeting to allow for the beginning of a conversation with NRG and, at that same time, we became aware
that a new owner was on the horizon, This afforded the opportunity for discussion with NRG and the new
owner along the lines of what Councilman Nocera said: working with the current owner, if possible, and the
future owner. He asks if the Chair can give some information as to the status of those conversations.
The Chair can speak to the developments since the last Council meeting and suggests that they can carve
a path forward. At the last Council meeting, this was on the agenda. It was tabled in anticipation of a
conversation between the City and NRG, the operators, about a potential mutual agreement to end the tax
stabilization agreement put in place by the previous Common Council. He had that meeting, involving NRG,
and relevant City staff. They are willing to draft a withdrawal from the tax stabilization agreement. They
have been working on the details. They also offered to assist in brokering a meeting between the City and
the likely new owners of the facility on River Road. NRG is selling its Connecticut assets as well as assets
in some other State to the new owner. That deal is not expected to close until the end of this year, the 4 th
Quarter as the have indicated to the City. We are interested in having a conversation with the likely new
owners to discuss, as Councilman Nocera mentioned, their plans for the facility and any potential for
opportunity for sustainable energy or storage at that facility. During their conversations over the past month,
some things have come to the surface, one of which that, essentially, to bookkeeping reasons, it would be
an easier five we waited until the end of the current fiscal year to end the tax stabilization agreement, waiting
until the beginning of the new fiscal year, which is July 1st. There would also be a fiscal impact on the City
because, based on the current structure of the tax stabilization agreement, NRG s paying a higher property
tax rate on the property than they would if we were to withdraw from the agreement. These are all things
that he knows that the Council is considering, That is why it is being discussed tonight, if not potentially
keeping this on the table, the perhaps taking it off voting to table it to a date in the future – at the end of
the current fiscal year – when we could entertain it again. He notes that, knowing that this is an initiative
that the public has followed closely and the Council has been working on, the proposed repowering project,
itself, which the tax stabilization was designed to support is not in a position where it could start until it wins
a bid at the energy auction, adding that it failed to win a bid earlier this year. That auction takes place in
February each year. Until February 2022, there is no possibility of the project moving forward under these
circumstances.
The Chair notes that Corporation Counsel Ryan has something to add.
Corporation Counsel Ryan states that Councilman Nocera made a motion to take the item off the table.
Councilman Pessina reiterates his second of the original motion.
Corporation Counsel Ryan continues, asking if there is any further discussion.
Councilman Nocera asks if it is appropriate to include in the record, that they make a decision on this
resolution by January 2022.
The Chair asks Corporation Counsel Ryan if there is a way to leave the item on the table, but that it is the
will of the Council to dispense with the matter by January 2022.
Corporation Counsel Ryan states that it is being take of the table.
Councilman Nocera states that they need to make a decision by January 2022.
Corporation Counsel states that, once the motion to take off the table is passed, we can have a motion to
re-table the matter and bring it forward for a vote no later than January 2022.
The Chair states that what the Council can do is to vote now to take it off the table and then have the
opportunity to re-table the matter. He asks if there is any further discussion on taking the mater off the
table,
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There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is
approved unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford,
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The matter is approved.
The Chair asks if there are any motions to table or take action.
Councilman Loffredo states that, in light of the tax implications and that the project cannot potentially move
forward until reconsideration for funding in February 2022, he moves that this matter be table for
consideration by the Council on or before the January 2022 Common Council meeting. Councilman Edward
McKeon seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The matter is approved.
14.

Department, Committee, Commission Reports and Grant Confirmation Approval

A.
APPROVED

City Clerk’s Certificate
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B.
Monthly Reports -- Finance Department: Transfer Report to April 21, 2021
APPROVED
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Grant: Health Department – Acct. 3070-31000-59200-x-03383-2021; funding from State
Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services (DMHAS) to implement the State’s
Academic Detailing for Opioid Safety Program -- $19,000
APPROVED
C.
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D.

APPROVED
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Grant: Health Department – Acct. 3043-31000-59200-x-00364-2021; vaccination equity grant
for increased access to Covid-19 vaccine in partnership with Middlesex Health and
Ministerial Health Alliance -- $50,000
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D. Board of Education – Acct. 2450-33000-59405-x-03025; miscellaneous grants -- $1,573,105.23
APPROVED
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E. Board of Education – Acct. 2450-33000-52183-x-x; cafeteria/food services grant -- $62,604.20
APPROVED

Councilman Grady Faulkner moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The matter is approved.
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Report to the Common Council: Mayor Florsheim
A. Arrigoni Bridge Project
Relative to the ongoing bridge project: They continue to have productive meeting through the Chamber of
Commerce. The project co-chairs, Middletown Fire Chief Kronenberger and the Portland Fire Chief
continue to have productive meetings with the State. Work is on schedule. He believes all of the
signalization work in the North End has been completed despite some previous delays with Eversource
powering those signals. He believes that issue is resolved. He relayed concerns, which were raised a the
April Common Council meeting regarding people still using Main Street to turn left on Rapallo Avenue. It
was not turned into a one-way street as originally proposed. The left turn from Main Street had to be
eliminated. He relayed that concern. He reports that DOT (Connecticut Department of Transportation) has
done more signage to indicate no left turn. Over the course of the past month or so, they have been
observing it and note that it is happening less and less. It is a new habit and traffic pattern that people have
to learn. It has improved and they will continue to watch. Work is completed on the Middletown side off of
the bridge. Work on the bridge continues and is on schedule.
Councilman Loffredo states that he has seen a new pattern established relative to Rapallo Avenue. People
need to go down either Green Street or Ferry Street.
The Chair replies, if coming from the bridge, yes, that is correct.
Councilman Loffredo state that left turns are still available,
The Chair concurs that there are route to go down to DeKoven Drive. The Chair calls on Councilman
Edward McKeon.
Councilman McKeon (inaudible)
The Chair states that there was a meeting on this. There were talks between departments, He does not
have dates when it will start, adding that he should have anticipated that question. He knows that Public
Works is working with Complete Streets to get that underway. He will get further information to Councilman
McKeon on this question.
The Clerk asks if Councilman McKeon may repeat his questions for the record.
Councilman McKeon states that his was asking about making Spring Street one-way.
The Chair also notes that he confirmed that the signals are now working at St. John’s Square. The Chair
calls on Councilman Philip Pessina.
Councilman Pessina states that, in reference to the left turn, we should note that there are at least two or
three businesses that are not happy. They continue to complain about it. He understands that vehicles can
go down Green Street and Ferry Street, but it is difficult to get a tractor trailer down those streets as they
are narrow he asks that the Mayor speak with these businesses so that they can get word out to their
delivery trucks that they can come in by DeKoven Drive from Routs 9 to get to the businesses. He reiterates
that it impacts these businesses as the Council heard from them in a meeting that occurred at McDonough
School. He wants someone to reach out to these business so they can advise their carriers not to take that
left turn.
The Chair remarks that it a great suggestion. He notes that many of the businesses came to meetings in
the past, but now that the pattern is in place, it would be helpful. There being none, the Chair moves forward
on the agenda.
B. 21st Century Bond, Including Update on Expenditures
The Chair recounts that at the special Common Council meeting on April 12, 2021, the Council voted to
authorize the purchase of properties on or around 225 River Road., the former Jackson Corrugated site.
The sale has closed, the first payment having been made. The second payment will be made in the new
fiscal year. It is now City property and will be held in a land bank as we move through the development of
the riverfront master plan. They plan to reconfigure the path of River Road to ensure access is made easier
for people; however, that property is to be developed. What happens on the property will be determined by
the master plan that we are appointing in collaboration with this body and the public over the next several
months. It is a completed project, He adds that, later this evening, he hopes that the Council will give a
favorable vote to complete the second purchase of 131 River Road, a brick semi-residential property and
an adjacent property, which abuts City property. This will allow the City to plan the riverfront
comprehensively, rather than parcel by parcel. These are the major developments on the authorization from
voters for the infrastructure bond, he notes that there will not be a great deal of more borrowing from this
bond until the new fiscal year. We are facing fiscal pressure from the borrowing. It went to market for a few
weeks ago. We want to be steady and carful of the spending authorized by the voters. These are two
expenders that will make it easier for us to plan the riverfront development over the next few months. The
Chair calls on Councilman Grady Faulkner Jr.
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Councilman Faulkner recounts that the Essex Steam Train had expressed interest in doing something some
time ago. He asks if that is still a possibility.
The Chair replies that it is an active possibility. They are working with various entities on this, noting that
there are a lot of moving pieces. Briefly, the Essex Steam Train is operate by the Valley Railroad Company,
which also owns and operates the Lady Catherine cruise boat. There has been interest in trying to get
regional tourism up to Middletown from Essex. That would require significant improvements to the tracks
that run through Haddam and the Maromas section of Middletown. The River COG is interested in working
with the City as is the Town of Haddam, the railroad company is very interested in coming to Middletown.
The various things that need to be secured, including the cooperation of the two State agencies: the
Department of Transportation(DOT), which owns the tracks downtown, and the Department of Energy &
Environment (DEEP), which owns the tracks farther south in Haddam and Maromas. They have been
having conversation to try to bring those department together. Once they get that, the next step will be
funding. There is hope that federal infrastructure bill – this year or next year – there will potentially be some
monies that Middletown can tap into for this project. A lot of dominoes need to fall to make this possible,
but they are trying. The Char calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo asks for the 21st Century bond, the Mayor had set up a committee for hire of someone
to prepare the master plan. He asks the status of that work.
The Chair states that committee has done great work. He has made a selection based on the work of that
committee. They are still in the process of notifying all of the firms. They will make an announcement about
that in the coming days. There were 21 applications and 12 interviews. Any of the 12 interviewed, as
Councilwoman Blackwell may concur, would be an asset to the City. Top notch firms applied. Based on the
purchase of the property at the special meeting and the proposed approval of the next purchase this
evening, they want to keep the momentum going. He will share that announcement with the Council and
the public in the next few days.
Councilman Loffredo has a follow-up question: the firm to be hired, will it a contract be drafted and brought
to the Council for approval.
The Chair replies, “Yes,” adding that the next step is to sit down with the firm and develop a budget and
scope of work, and to come to terms on a contract to be approved by all relevant committees and the
Council.
16.

Covid-19 & Vaccination Update: Health Department, Acting Director Kevin Elak
Acting Health Director Kevin Elak states that the Council should have received the weekly Covid-19 report
earlier today. He states that Middletown case rate is declining, dropping from 75 to 52 and the percentage
form 19.5% to (inaudible). This is trend that we are seeing statewide and nationally. There are robust
vaccine efforts in the State, which is why numbers are dropping, they expect cases to resurface and plateau
and, perhaps, again spike. As the rules are relaxed, it can cause a temporary spike as well. This will be
seen for the future. Overall, they are fortunate that hospitalizations are declining and staying low. He
attributes this to the high number of vulnerable and elderly populations, who are now fully vaccinated, not
only in the City, but (inaudible). Middletown has done just over 8,500 vaccinations. This reflects just what
the City health Department has done, not including what our partners, such as Community Health Center
(CHC), have done. The City has held 139 clinics and delivered 73 homebound vaccinations, which they
continue to do. Of note, cases by age changes are positives and negatives. The biggest changes are in the
over 60 populations had represented about 10% of the case, but has now risen to 23% over the past
n=month. This is attributed to the segment of the population that is not vaccinated. In the 60 and above
population, some 20% of the cases were in this age range, which has not dropped to 10%, a very good
thing. Finally, Connecticut is the first State to have vaccinate half of the adult population: 69% of the adult
population over age 18 has receive at least one He notes that this is an amazing accomplishment of the
State. Overall, about 54% of the State population has received at least one dose and 39% of the population
is fully vaccinated. In Middletown, we are about 55% of the total population being fully vaccinated.
Middletown is one of 27 municipalities in Connecticut to be awarded Vaccine Equity Partnership funding,
which will allow us to sub-grant to the Ministerial Health Fellowship to ensure equal access to the vaccine.
It will allow the Ministerial Health Fellowship to do door-to-door canvasing and paid advertising.
The Chair thanks the Acting Director for the good news, noting that Middletown continues to lead the way,
which is a credit to the City and the Health Department staff. The Chair calls on Councilman Edward
McKeon.
Councilman McKeon commends Acting Health Director Elak for his work. He notes that we hear about
“herd immunity.” He asks if the Acting Director can give the Council a sense of what percentage of the
population has to be inoculated to get to herd immunity.
Acting Director Elak notes that is a good question. He replies that this is subject to much discussion as to
what the percentage is to constitute her immunity. The other question is whether or not it is even attainable,
especially since children are currently not eligible for vaccination. It is a question whether or not herd
immunity is a concern. Perhaps Covid-19 will be part of our lives like the flu or common cold. It may get to
the point where we see cases pop up here and there and not something that is a huge part of our lives.
Councilman McKeon notes that there is still a question of access and we are working hard to get needles
to everyone, who wants to be vaccinated. He reminds residents that, if they refuse to get vaccinated, they
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may be the reason that we are unable to defeat this deadly disease. Middletown has lost 138 people. We
have most 600,000 in the nation. We are doing a great job in Connecticut, but adds that Covid-19 doesn’t
know borders, doesn’t know boundaries. It is important to understand that we live in society under a social
contract. People talk about helping each other. Certainly as Americans we talk about self-sacrifice. For
those who resist, because they are listening to certain media outlets CNN news journalist called it the “BS
Factory,” it is time that people understanding that it is not about them or some pony story; rather, it’s about
hard working doctors and nurses who have been giving – risking their lives – to take care of people, who
are sick. It’s about innocent people. It’s about children, who cannot get the vaccine he encourages anyone,
who has not been vaccinated, to get one. It’s not about you, but about society.
17.

Payment of all City bills when properly approved
Councilman Darnell Ford moves to pay all City bills when properly approved. Councilman Grady Faulkner,
Jr. seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The matter is approved.

18.

Resolutions, Ordinances, etc.

A. Approving the proposed water billing schedule and the water use and meter charges
APPROVED
RESOLUTION No. 28-21; K: review/ WS water rates FY21-22 RES 28-21 -- 3 May 2021
WHEREAS, on May 3, 2021, the Common Council held a public hearing on the adoption of new water rate
charges;
WHEREAS, the Water Billing Schedule and Water Use and Meter Charges are as follows:
A.

Water Billing Schedule:
1.
Quarterly: Billing dates of February 1, May 1, August 1, and November 1, shall apply to
Residential, Commercial, or industrial units having a meter size 5/8” to and including 1” meters.
2.
Monthly Period: Billing dates shall be the 1st day of the following month for Residential,
Commercial, or Industrial units having a meter size 1-1/2” and above.
B.

Water Use and Meter Charges:
1.
Water Use Charge:

$3.31 per hundred cubic feet plus meter charge
(Minimum chargeable use $16.55 per billing period)

2.
Meter Charges:
5/8”
¾”
1”
1 1/2”
2”
Quarterly
$10.86
$13.69
$29.99
Monthly
$ 3.62
$ 4.56 $ 9.99 $16.52
C.

3”

4”

$22.76

$36.02

6”

8”__

$63.55 $116.36 $185.63

Effective Date:
1.
Effective for all water use beginning July 1, 2021

D.

Repeal of Prior Charges:
All previous water use charges and meter charges established by the Common Council of the City
of Middletown are hereby repealed effective as of the effective date of the new charges.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:
That the FY 2021-2022 water billing schedule, water use, and meter charges are hereby approved.

Councilman Philip Pessina moves to approve. Councilman Edward McKeon seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The matter is approved.
B. Approving that, since definitive information regarding FY 2021-2022 State aid allocations to the
City of Middletown will likely not be known until the end of the Connecticut General Assembly’s
current legislative session on June 9, 2021, pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order 10E,
Section 2(h), the City of Middletown’s budget adoption date, which is prescribed by the Charter
of the City of Middletown at Chapter VI (“Finance and Taxation”), Section 1 (“Budget”), is hereby
altered, changing the FY2021-2022 budget adoption date from “no later than May 15th” to “no
later than June 15th.”
APPROVED
RESOLUTION 29-21; K: review/ resolution/ CC budget adoption meeting RES 29-21 -3 May 2021
WHEREAS, in response to the COVID 19 pandemic and associated public health concerns, Hon. Ned Lamont,
Governor of the State of Connecticut, has issued a series of Executive Orders; and
WHEREAS, notwithstanding any provisions of the Connecticut General Statutes, or any special act, municipal
charter, ordinance, regulation, or policy, on April 6, 2021, Governor Lamont amended Executive Order 10E to
include at Section 2(h), a provision entitled Modification of Municipal and Regional Board of Education Budget
Adoption Timelines, which includes allowing a municipality to alter its municipal FY2021-2022 budget adoption
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date, provided that: (a) such legislative body vote is taken before May 20, 2021, (b) a majority of the legislative
body votes to approve such change, and (c) the final budget is approved before June 30, 2021; and
WHEREAS, the Charter of the City of Middletown provides at Chapter VI (“Finance and Taxation”), Section 1
(“Budget”), that the Common Council shall adopt a budget and make appropriations therefor not later than the
15th day of May of each year; and
WHEREAS, it is now apparent that adoption of the State’s FY2021-2022 budget, which includes determination
of State aid to municipalities, will likely not be known until the close of the Connecticut General Assembly’s
current legislative session on June 9, 2021.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:
since definitive information regarding FY 2021-2022 State aid allocations to the City of Middletown will likely
not be known until the end of the Connecticut General Assembly’s current legislative session on June 9, 2021,
pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order 10E, Section 2(h), the City of Middletown’s budget adoption date,
which is prescribed by the Charter of the City of Middletown at Chapter VI (“Finance and Taxation”), Section
1 (“Budget”), is hereby altered, changing the FY2021-2022 budget adoption date from “no later than May 15th”
to “no later than June 15th.“
FISCAL IMPACT: None

Councilwoman Meghan Carta moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera.
Councilman Nocera explains that there will be a Common Council workshop on May 27th at 6:00 PM to
discuss the American Rescue Plan of 2021. Discussion will involve representatives of the City and the Board
of Education. It will be a hybrid meeting. It will give us the opportunity to have information on how this Act
will impact out City and its implications on the current and future budget.
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is
approved unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford,
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The matter is approved.
C. Approving that, as requested by the Arts & Culture Office, $43,490.00 of the Art Support Services
Grant (FY 20/21) be allocated for general operating support as follows: The Buttonwood Tree $15,000.00; Greater Middletown Chorale, Inc. - $11,000.00; Greater Middletown Concert Assoc.
- $5,490.0.00; Oddfellows Playhouse - $12,000.00; TOTAL $43,490.00; and that any agency
receiving an Arts & Culture Office grant award must comply with the City’s matching fund
ordinance.
APPROVED
RESOLUTION No; 30-21; K: review/resolution/ ARTS grant RES 30-21 – 3 May 2021
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: That Arts & Culture
Office requests that $43,490.00 of the Art Support Services Grant
(FY 20/21) be allocated as follows for general operating support:
Organization
Amount
The Buttonwood Tree
$15,000.00
Greater Middletown Chorale, Inc. $11,000.00
Greater Middletown Concert Assoc. $5,490.00
Oddfellows Playhouse
$12,000.00
TOTAL $43,490.00
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: That any agency
receiving an Arts & Culture Office grant award must comply with the City’s matching fund ordinance.
Fiscal Impact:

There is no new fiscal impact; the funds are budgeted for FY20/21.

Councilman Edward McKeon moves to approve. Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr. seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The matter is approved.
D. Approving that the City of Middletown proudly accepts the position of co-sponsor for the 2021
Cruise Night on Main Street along with the Central Business Bureau, a Division of the Middlesex
Chamber of Commerce, and that this event be recognized as a special event and may be subject
to applicable provisions of Chapter 218 (“Licensing and Peddling”) of the Middletown Code of
Ordinances; that the Common Council does request that the Police Department render all such
assistance and support as may be required to ensure the public health and safety for this event;
that the City of Middletown shall expend not more than $10,000 for said event without further
Council approval; and that the organization receiving funding from the City be requested to file
a report to the City indicating the expenses and accomplishments for the City of Middletown.
APPROVED
RESOLUTION No. 31-21; K: review/ resolution/ CC Cruise Night 2021 RES 31-21 – 3 May 2021
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WHEREAS, the Central Business Bureau of the Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce is planning to hold
its 24th Annual Cruise Night on Main Street on Sunday, June 13, 2021, with a rain date of Sunday, June 20,
2021, as a virtual event, Start Your Engines for Sunday Funday – Middletown Virtual Cruising; and
WHEREAS, after an awards ceremony at noon, this cruise will begin at 12:30 PM and, to honor our Hometown
Heroes, who have served, and continue to serve, on the frontlines with COVID, will travel a 4-mile route,
beginning at NAPA Auto Parts and continuing through beautiful downtown Middletown, a route designed to
pass the Community Health Center, police station, fire station and Middlesex Hospital; and
WHEREAS, as the cruise parade travels, some City streets will be closed temporarily along the following
route: Cruise begins promptly at 12:30 PM at NAPA, travelling left onto Newfield; left onto Liberty Street; tight
onto Grand Street; right onto Main Street; and straight past Middlesex Hospital, with the parade estimated at
about 45 minutes in duration; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:
That the City of Middletown proudly accepts the position of co-sponsor for the 2021 Cruise Night on Main
Street along with the Central Business Bureau, a Division of the Middlesex Chamber of Commerce, and that
this event be recognized as a special event and may be subject to applicable provisions of Chapter 218
(“Licensing and Peddling”) of the Middletown Code of Ordinances; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Common Council does request that the Police Department render
all such assistance and support as may be required to ensure the public health and safety for this event; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the City of Middletown shall expend not more than $10,000 for said event
without further Council approval; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the organization receiving funding from the City be requested to file a
report to the City indicating the expenses and accomplishments for the City of Middletown.
FINANCIAL IMPACT: Police Department -- the cost in the current budget is $3,607

Councilman Edward Ford, Jr. moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman Philip Pessina.
Councilman Pessina states that he is proud to say that he is serving on that committee. They recently has a
meeting with the police to review the route. What is significant is that it is an American theme, honoring our
frontline workers: Police, Fire, and hospital workers. While it will be a virtual event, the word is out that there
may be up to 400 cars. They will depart Newfield Street, past the Firehouse to salute them. They will also
pass the Police on Main Street and the hospital to salute these workers. They are pushing the American flag
and everything that we stand for in this country.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo asks if Westfield Fire and South Fire will be included in the recognition.
Councilman Pessina replies that both will be invited and participate with the American flag. Being a newly
elected South Fire District commissioner, he will be sure that they are included.
The Chair congratulates Councilman Pessina on his new role.
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is
approved unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford,
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The matter is approved.
E. Approving that, together with the Mayor, the Common Council congratulates the sponsoring
organizations for organizing an excellent race event which attracts participants from throughout
Connecticut; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown proudly accepts the position
of Host Community and co-Sponsor of the 2021 Citizens Bank 5K Summer Fun Run event along
with Citizen’s Bank, and Central Business Bureau, a Division of the Middlesex Chamber of
Commerce; that the Common Council does request that the Departments of Public Works and
Park and Recreation, Economic Development, Police, Fire, and Health render all such
assistance and support as may be required to ensure the public health and safety of the many
race participants and observers; that the costs and fees, including personnel and subsidiary
expenses for the Showmobile, if any, cannot be waived; that the City of Middletown shall expend
no more than $5,000 for said event without further councilmanic approval; that the organization
receiving funding from the City be requested to file a report to the City indicating the expenses
and accomplishments for the City of Middletown; and that the Citizens Bank 5K Summer Fun
Run is a special event, which may be subject to applicable provisions of Chapter 218
(“Licensing and Peddling”) of the Middletown Code of Ordinances.
APPROVED
RESOLUTION No. 32-21; K: review/ resolution/ CC Citizens road race RES 32-21 – 3 May 2021
WHEREAS, the City of Middletown has served as the Host City for the Citizens Bank 5K Summer Fun Run
with over 700 participants; and
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WHEREAS, Citizens Bank is the title sponsor for this year’s event along Middlesex Chamber’s Central
Business Bureau, a Division of the Middlesex Chamber of Commerce; and
WHEREAS, this year’s event will be held on Wednesday, July 21, 2021, from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM and is
currently scheduled as an in-person event; and
WHEREAS, the race route will follow Main Street, William Street, High Street, Washington Terrace, Vine
Street, and Cross Street and these streets will close temporarily as runners approach, re-opening after
the last runner passes.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:
That, together with the Mayor, the Common Council congratulates the sponsoring organizations for organizing
an excellent race event which attracts participants from throughout Connecticut; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Common Council of the City of Middletown proudly accepts the
position of Host Community and co-Sponsor of the 2021 Citizens Bank 5K Summer Fun Run event along with
Citizen’s Bank, and Central Business Bureau, a Division of the Middlesex Chamber of Commerce; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Common Council does request that the Departments of Public Works
and Park and Recreation, Economic Development, Police, Fire, and Health render all such assistance and
support as may be required to ensure the public health and safety of the many race participants and observers.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the costs and fees, including personnel and subsidiary expenses for the
Showmobile, if any, cannot be waived; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the City of Middletown shall expend no more than $5,000 for said event
without further councilmanic approval; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the organization receiving funding from the City be requested to file a
report to the City indicating the expenses and accomplishments for the City of Middletown.
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: that the Citizens Bank 5K Summer Fun Run is a special event, which may be
subject to applicable provisions of Chapter 218 (“Licensing and Peddling”) of the Middletown Code of
Ordinances.
Financial Impact: The Fire Department posts an EMS crew at these events with Battalion Chief, two (2)
Lieutenants, and four (4) Firefighters for four (4) hours at an estimated cost of $1,650; The Police cost in the
budget is $3,590; Public Works Parks Division has no costs related to this event; Health, the cost is about
$100 per event.

Councilman Edward Ford, Jr. moves to approve. Councilman Anthony Mangiafico seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford,
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The matter is approved.
F. Approving that Mayor Benjamin D. Florsheim be authorized to sign and submit an application
to the State of Connecticut for a grant in the amount of $6,500.00 in Local Capital Projects
Improvement Program funds, for the cost of the work to repair the front steps of City Hall; and
that a new line item be created in the Capital Improvement Plan entitled “City Hall Entrance
Repair” in the amount of $6,500.00.
APPROVED
RESOLUTION No: 33-21; K: review/resolution/ PW LoCIP City Hall front stair RES 33-21 – 3 May 2021
Whereas, it is necessary for the City of Middletown Office of Public Works Department to repair the front steps
of City Hall., and
Whereas, currently, City Hall front steps create a tripping hazard along with chipped and damaged steps, and
lose handrails. Staircases that have missing, loose, or damaged steps pose a danger to users and potential
liabilities for the City of Middletown., and
Whereas, the repair will include limestone, mortar and moisture barrier replacement along with stone-sealants
to help protect from unwanted moistures that can lead to further cracks and stone deterioration., and
Whereas, these needs meet the guidelines for projects eligible for Local Capital Projects Improvement
Program funds, costing $6,500.00.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:
That Mayor Benjamin D. Florsheim be authorized to sign and submit an application to the State of Connecticut
for a grant in the amount of $6,500.00 in Local Capital Projects Improvement Program funds, for the cost of
the work to repair the front steps of City Hall; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That a new line item be created in the Capital Improvement Plan entitled
“City Hall Entrance Repair” in the amount of $6,500.00.
FISCAL IMPACT: Funds for these needs are available through the Local Capital Projects Improvement
Program (LoCIP).

Councilman Anthony Mangiafico moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo
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Councilman Loffredo state that he assumes that these are the steps on the river side.
The Chair replies, “yes.’
Councilman Loffredo asks how often these steps have to be repaired, adding that he has seen this item
come up before. What is the guarantee to get this corrected for the long-term?
The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera.
Councilman Nocera explains that this matter was discussed at the last Public Works & Facilities
Commission meeting. It is all water related. This year, the winter brought a lot of alternative freezing and
thawing causing damage. It was repaired about three (3) years ago. It has to be repaired again because
it is a tripping hazard.
Councilman Loffredo poses a follow-up question: is there any proposal to replace the stairs so the matter
has a long-term fix.
The Chair states that he does not know that it has been entertained at this point, but it can be taken up
with the department under advisement
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is
approved unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E.
Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The matter is approved.
G. Approving that Mayor Benjamin D. Florsheim be authorized to sign and submit an application
to the State of Connecticut for a grant in the amount of $6,000.00 in Local Capital Projects
Improvement Program funds, for the cost of the work to restore and renovate a total of nine (9)
monuments at the Veteran Memorial Park; and; and that a new line item be created in the Capital
Improvement Plan entitled “Vet’s Park Monument Restoration” in the amount of $6,000.00.
APPROVED
RESOLUTION No: 34-21; K: review/resolution/ PW LOCIP Vets park monuments –RES 34-21 – 3 May 2021
Whereas, it is necessary for the City of Middletown Office of Public Works Department to restore and renovate
a total of nine (9) monuments at the Veteran Memorial Park., and
Whereas, currently, the Veterans’ Memorial Green along Washington Street in Middletown honors those who
served in the Civil War, the two World Wars, Korea and Vietnam. It consist of several monuments located
throughout the park. Upon observation a total of nine (9) monuments were identified as in need of restoration
due to showing physicals signs of deteriorating and oxidizing green coloring., and
Whereas, the restoration of the nine (9) will include stone-sealants to help protect from unwanted moistures
that can lead to further cracks and molds and assist in retuning the monuments as close to their original
conditions., and
Whereas, these needs meet the guidelines for projects eligible for Local Capital Projects Improvement
Program funds, costing $6,000.00.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:
That Mayor Benjamin D. Florsheim be authorized to sign and submit an application to the State of Connecticut
for a grant in the amount of $6,000.00 in Local Capital Projects Improvement Program funds, for the cost of
the work to restore and renovate a total of nine (9) monuments at the Veteran Memorial Park; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That a new line item be created in the Capital Improvement Plan entitled
“Vet’s Park Monument Restoration” in the amount of $6,000.00.
FISCAL IMPACT: Funds for these needs are available through the Local Capital Projects Improvement
Program (LoCIP).

Councilwoman Linda Salafia moves to approve. Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr. seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford,
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The matter is approved.
H. Approving that the job description of Executive Assistant be reclassified to Executive
Assistant/Office Supervisor - Mayor's Office, Maximus Salary Grade 11, ($29.88 - $44.77), 40
hours, Executive Non-Bargaining, and is hereby approved into the Maximus Classification Plan.
The reclassification of this job description and salary for this position shall be effective July 1,
2021.
APPROVED
RESOLUTION No: 35-21; K: review / resolution/ HR Exec Asst upgrade – RES 35-21 – 3 May 2021
Be it resolved by the Common Council of the City of Middletown: that the job description of Executive
Assistant be reclassified to Executive Assistant/Office Supervisor – Mayor’s Office, Maximus Salary Grade
11, ($29.88 - $44.77), 40 hours, Executive Non-Bargaining, and is hereby approved into the Maximus
Classification Plan. The reclassification of this job description and salary for this position shall be effective
July 1, 2021.
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None

$5,928.00
City of Middletown, Connecticut
Position Description

Title:

Executive Assistant/ Office
Supverisor
Department:
Mayor’s Office
Date:
March 2005
Salary Grade 1011
Revised : April 2021
______________________________________________________________________
Purpose of Position
The purpose of this position is to provide complex, confidential administrative support to the Mayor, and
Mayor’s Assistant Chief of Staff, to administer special projects, and to supervise the office’s clerical staff and
oversee their administrative work. The work is performed under the direction of the Mayor.
Essential Duties and Responsibilities
The following duties are normal for this position. These are not to be construed as exclusive or allinclusive. Other duties may be required and assigned.

Plans and organizes work according to standard procedures. Determines priorities within work
assignments. Manages and supervises office clerical staff; assists in the selection of office clerical staff and
interns; provides training and instruction; plans, coordinates, schedules, assigns and reviews work;
maintains standards; allocates personnel and evaluates performance.

Briefs incoming Mayors on City policies and outstanding projects during transition periods.
Maintains and administers the Mayor’s calendar; schedules appointments and meetings; facilitates the
management of the Mayor’s workload. Makes travel arrangements for the Mayor.

Acts as liaison to the Mayor; greets visiting dignitaries, city personnel and the public; screens all
incoming phone calls. Responds to general inquiries; explains Mayor’s directives, etc.

May be required to attend meetings and represent the Mayors interests.

Takes and transcribes dictation; types all letters and correspondence for the Mayor; composes
letters and memos upon request. Prepares meeting materials. Prepares resolutions and appropriation
requests for the Mayor’s Office. Prepares press releases and promotional materials.

Maintains and updates files in accordance with Freedom of Information laws and state statutes.
Compiles and maintains various policy manuals. Prepares management and administrative reports for the
Mayor. Supervises the handling of City departments with all constituent requests to the Mayor’s Office.
Manages a database of constituent requests, tracks problem areas, programmatic and budgetrary concerns
and initates resolution.

Facilitates special projects; coordinates special events with City departments, area businesses and
local, state and federal agencies.

Opens, date stamps and distributes office mail; reviews incoming contracts and correspondence for
the Mayor.

Supervises and maintains the accounting and clerical operations of the Mayor’s Office, including,
accounts payable, vendor relations, purchasing, and employee payroll/timecard submission. Assists the
Mayor in preparing the department budget.

Performs data entry on requisitions and purchase orders for the Mayor’s signature; Supervises and
reviews and preparesthe preparation and payment of invoices bills for payment.

Maintains office equipment; orders office supplies; maintains and administers the Mayor’s Office
voice mail and email accounts.

May be required to fill in for Council Clerk during absence.

Performs other related functions as assigned or required.
Minimum Training and Experience Required to Perform Essential Job Functions
Associate’s degree in Secretarial Science, Office Management or a related field with five years of related
experience or any combination of education and experience that provides equivalent knowledge, skills and
abilities. Position requires Notary Public certification.
Physical and Mental Abilities Required to Perform Essential Job Functions
Language Ability and Interpersonal Communication

Requires the ability to perform mid-level data analysis including the ability to audit, deduce, assess,
conclude and appraise. Requires discretion in determining and referencing such to established criteria to
define consequences and develop alternatives.

Requires the ability to persuade, convince, influence, train and monitor, in favor of a desired
outcome. Requires the ability to act as a lead person.

Requires the ability to utilize a variety of reference, descriptive and/or advisory data and information
such as financial statements, contracts, calendars, meeting minutes, charters, statutes, procedures,
guidelines and non-routine correspondence.

Requires the ability to communicate orally and in writing with the Mayor and all department staff,
Department Heads, state and federal agencies, vendors, visitors and the public.
Mathematical Ability

Requires the ability to perform addition, subtraction, multiplication and division; and to calculate
percentages and decimals.
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Physical Requirements

Requires the ability to operate, calibrate, tune and synchronize, and perform complex rapid
adjustment on equipment, machinery and tools such as a computer and other office machines and/or related
materials used in performing essential functions.

Ability to coordinate eyes, hands, feet and limbs in performing skilled movements such as rapid
keyboard use.

Tasks involve the ability to exert light physical effort in sedentary to light work, but which may
involve some lifting, carrying, pushing and pulling of objects weighing five to ten pounds.

Requires the ability to recognize and identify similarities or differences between characteristics of
colors, shapes and sounds associated with job-related objects, materials and tasks.
Environmental Adaptability

Ability to work under safe and comfortable conditions where exposure to environmental factors is
minimal and poses a very limited risk of injury.

Councilwoman Meghan Carta moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford,
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The matter is approved.
ORDINANCE: Approving that Chapter 14 (“Boards, Committees and Commission”), Article VI
(“Building Committees”) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Middletown be amended as to
Section 14-23 “Appointments and Purpose”), Section 124-24 (“Membership”, and Section 14-25
(“Powers and Duties”).
APPROVED
ORDINANCE NO: 07-2; K: review/ ordinance/ building committee ORD 07-21 – 3 May 2021
I.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN that Article VI of
Chapter 14 of the Middletown Code of Ordinances (Boards, Committees, and Commission) be amended as
follows:
ARTICLE VI: BUILDING COMMITTEES
§ 14-23. Appointment and Purpose.
A.
Building committees for any City project having a total cost of over $500,000 or more shall be
appointed by the Mayor with the consent of the Common Council for all such projects, including the
construction or renovations of buildings. Separate building committees shall be appointed for each such
project, and said committees shall terminate upon completion of the project, or sooner upon a
recommendation of the Mayor and approval by the Common Council.
B.

Building committees have the following purposes:

1.

Evaluate the overarching plans and needs of the City and how a project fits within them;

2.

Include relevant subject matter experts on the committee;

3.
status;

Focus on efficiency, sustainability, and technology, with an eye toward attaining net zero emissions

4.

Solicit input from relevant departments prior to final project approval by the Common Council;

5.
Coordinate with other boards, committees, commissions, and departments so that all agencies are
working together and aware of all issues.
§ 14-24. Membership.
A. All such building committees shall consist of not fewer than five nor more than 11 at least sevenix
members, all of whom shall be electors of the City, including the following representation:
1.

Not less than oOne member with experience in building renovation;.

2.

Not fewer than twoOne members with experience in the construction industry.;

3.

Not less than oOne member with experience in business and or finance;.

4.
Not less than oOne member representing the City's Committee Concerning People with Disabilities
(CCPD) or an agency or organization of similar purpose.;
4.5.

One member of the Clean Energy Task Force;
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One member of the Common Council;

7.

One member of the public; and

5.8.

.Where appropriate, one member with experience in visual arts.
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1.
B. For school building projects, not less than one member representing the Board of Education., in
addition to the members listed above, the following fivesix members will be included:
1.

One member of the Board of Education;

2.
For school projects, not less than oOne member who is a certified teacher within the Middletown
school system and an elector of the City;.
3.
Three Two Common Ccouncil members, one from different political parties minority, two majority
(school projects)no more than two of whom may be of the same party;. and
4.

One member of the public who is an elector of the City.

C.
Building committees may also form subcommittees, provided that such subcommittees adhere to
charter, minority representation, open meeting, and other applicable federal, state, and local requirements.
If a building and projects committee wants to include people on a subcommittee who are not currently on the
committee, such people may serve on an ad hoc basis if the Mayor nominates and the Common Council
confirms them. Such subcommittee members will not become voting members of the building and projects
committee but can serve in an ex officio capacity.
A.D.
For projects having a total cost of less than $500,000 the Mayor may, with the consent of the
Common Council, designate an existing commission, committee or board to serve as the building
committee. Notwithstanding any ordinance to the contrary regarding the membership of such commissions,
committees, or boards, by mayoral nomination and Common Council confirmation, a member of the Clean
Energy Task Force may be appointed as an ex officio member without voting rights.
§ 14-25. Powers and Duties.
Such building committees shall:
A.
Oversee Monitor the progress and completion of all projects assigned to them by the City of
Middletown.
B.
Review any feasibility study leading to the creation of the committee for the underlying project.
A.C.
Upon request, and where necessary to aid process, review staff-created facilities studies and
inventory of current City and Board of Education properties.
B.D.
Review and approve for payment, where warranted, all bills and obligations of the project, with the
power of final approval and payment remaining vested under Charter in the Mayor as the City’s Chief
Executive Officer;.
C.E.

Make recommendations concerning said building projects to the Mayor and Common Council;.

D.F.
Make recommendations to the Mayor as to proposed change orders;. The Mayor shall notify the
Finance and Government Operations Commission of the Common Council of all change orders approved.
E.G.
Provide quarterly status reports to the Finance and Government Operations Commission and
provide such information concerning any building projects undertaken by the City of Middletown as may be
requested by the Common Council;.
F.H.
Provide a financial report to the Finance Department at the conclusion of the project which that
includes a schedule of anticipated project revenues along with their anticipated date(s) of receipt. The Board
of Education shall provide such information for all school projects;.
I.
In cases Evaluate how well planning, budgeting, design, and construction achieves the lowest
possible carbon footprint and highest possible levels of projects that will require a bond referendum, energy
efficiency and conservation, measures shall be evaluated in accordance with reference to building
sustainability criteria, including LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, United States
Green Building Council) gold certification or higher, Passive House, Living Building Challenge, and Net Zero
energy;
J.

Report to the Clean Energy Task Force and the Common Council the results of such evaluation;

G.K.
Consider transit access as well as walkability and bikeability criteria in the initial planning, design
and , budget, and construction phases of the project and report to the Complete Streets Committee, the
Public Works and Facilities Commission, and the Common Council the results of such
deliberationsconsideration.
§ 14-26. Meetings.
Building committees shall meet regularly when such projects are undertaken with staff assistance as
appropriate from the Director of Public Works, the Director of Water and Sewer, engineering staff of Public
Works or Water and Sewer, and the City Fire Marshal, and the Board of Education’s Director of Facilities, or
their designees. Such committees will also seek guidance from the City’s consultant on energy, whether
serving as a contractor or as an employee. The committee may also request the assistance of other City and
Board of Education departments, boards, committees, and commissions.
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Councilman Edward Ford, Jr. moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman Edward Ford.
Councilman Ford states:
I’m proud to co-sponsor this ordinance tonight with Councilman Loffredo. This ordinance
has been worked on for several months by multiple committees. Thank you to the Clean
Energy Task Force, The Public Works Committee, the General Council Commission, The
Arts Commission as well as Attorney Kori Wisneski and Attorney Brig Smith for their hard
work and consistent efforts to make this ordinance robust and add necessary changes to
the way we form and conduct our building committees in the future. Two of the main
takeaways I am most encouraged by in this ordinance are:
1. That our future building committees will include a member of the clean energy task Force
and have a focus on sustainability and how we can build city buildings in the most
environment-friendly way, by reducing our carbon footprint, and having our buildings be as
energy efficient and conserving of energy as possible.
2. Future committees may (when needed) also include someone with experience in visual
arts, so that the design of our buildings will be not only aesthetically pleasing, but also
reflect the culture of our community.
Again thank you to all involved who made this ordinance happen. Thank you Councilman
Loffredo for your collaboration on this ordinance and after a long journey I hope to see it
pass tonight!
The Chair thanks the staff and various committee members for their efforts.
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is
approved unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E.
Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The matter is approved.
Councilman Edward McKeon calls a point of order and asks, since this vote is to approve an ordinance,
should the vote be by roll call.
The Chair explains that only the bond ordinance are by roll call.
J. ORDINANCE: Approving that Chapter 31 (“Departments”), Article VI (“Department of Planning
Conservation and Development”), and Section 31-31 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of
Middletown be revised, and the Department of Planning, Conservation and Development be
eliminated.
APPROVED (1st of 2 required approval votes)
ORDINANCE No: 08-21; K: review/ordinance/Sec 31-31 eliminate PCD Dept. ORD 08-21 – 3 May 2021
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: That Article VI of Chapter
31, Section 31-31 of the Middletown Code of Ordinances be revised as follows and the Department of
Planning, Conservation and Development eliminated as set forth below:
Chapter 31
ARTICLE VI
Department of Planning, Conservation and Development
Section 31-31. Creation Elimination
In accordance with Chapter V, Section 1B and Chapter III, Section 6 of the Charter of the City of Middletown,
the Municipal Development Office is merged with the Planning and Zoning Department to create a new
department known as the "Department of Planning, Conservation and Development."
In accordance with Chapter V, Section 1B and Chapter III, Section 6 of the Charter of the City of Middletown,
the Department of Planning, Conservation and Development is eliminated as a City Department.
First Vote
Status: APPROVED
by Common Council, City of Middletown
at its meeting held on: MAY 3, 2021

Councilman Vincent Loffredo moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo asks that Planning, Conservation, & Development Director Joseph Samolis come
forward to explain this ordinance and what impact it will have on operations of planning and development
in the future.
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Director Samolis replies that the next few ordinances will bifurcate the responsibilities of the current
department as now structured. There would be an Economic & Community Development Department
and a Land Use Department. As discussed and in the Mayor’s report, the riverfront is the upcoming
decade long project. This bifurcation will help facilitate that by allowing us to focus time and energy on
that project. It includes incorporation of the Parking Department so that, as we look at development
throughout the City, parking initiatives that can be taken into account. The Land Use Department will be
headed by the City Planner Marek Kozikowski, who will oversee the regulatory side with the Planning &
Zoning Commission (PZC), Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA), and Inland Wetlands & Watercourses
Agency (IWWA) as well as the other boards and commissions.
Councilman Loffredo states that, in the past, the City downsized departments and created the
Department of Planning, Conservation, & Development. If he understands, this is adding a new
department, ids that correct?
Director Samolis replies that there will be the same number of departments. Currently, there is a Parking
Department and a Planning, Conservation & Development Department, This plan basically reorganizes
these offices to better suit the desire and initiates of the Mayor and the Council for the next few decades.
Councilman Loffredo notes that, at some point, there will be some financial impact statement as to how
we move forward. Based on what is presented this evening, he asks Director Samolis for any financial
information at this time.
Director Samolis replies, that generally speaking, he has been working with the Finance Department
through the Mayor’s Office. They are trying to make the financial impact as small as possible or even
break even. On closer inspection, he has sent his number to Finance for review. There is the potential
for cost savings on salaries overall based on this reorganization; however, when doing repolarization,
there may be costs for supplies and equipment related to that conversion. Ultimately, they are looking
at about $50K at max as potential impact, noting that Finance is reviewing and revising that information.
Councilman Loffredo asks, with the establishment of these reorganized departments, in terms of
operations, in terms of office space allocations, he asks that the current allocations of office space is or
will some offices need to be moved out of City Hall.
Director Samolis leaves that to the Mayor. Ultimately, we are looking to accommodate everyone in City
hall as best as we can. As many know, City Hall is already stretched to the maximum. To facilitate
everyone’s roles and responsibilities, we need to make sure that we create conducive work
environments to allow departments to achieve their responsibilities. Over the next month before the
theoretical Couric vote, they are looking to itemize any potential costs as well as look as resolution for
physical location for these departments.
The Chair adds that, since they are considering various scenarios for office, whether moving them
around or keeping them, the first time that City Hall has been reorganized and shuffled in terms of
physical space, and, hopefully, the last time. They are looking at a couple of different scenarios with the
group. The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera.
Councilman Nocera asks Director Samolis, having sat through the presentation at the General Counsel
Commission meeting – which was a well done presentation – on the proposed changes with a draft
organizational flow chart and a discussion of change in duties as well as shared service he supports
this. He is thrilled that they are moving in this direction. He would like to discuss the timeline It was his
impressions from initial discussions that they are looking to bring this forward in a workshop for the
Council. It is difficult to make decisions on something this important at a regular Common Council
meeting. He asks Director Samolis what his timeline is to do that, to present a workshop. Do they want
to wait until budget season is over? Is that the expectation? The General Counsel has 90 days to bring
this back to the Common Council.
Director Samolis replies, that, without passing the buck, the decision rests with the Mayor and the
Common Council, who set the policies. For the Directors administering departments, it is always good
to do it in tandem with the fiscal year. As the Council knows, dealing with departments on a consistent
basis, they need to know that they have a budget that the department can work off to facilitate the pokies
and decisions that are made by the Mayor and Council at the end of the day. Changing midstream is
not impossible if delayed, but he thinks it is cleaner to start the fiscal year with budgets intact. In terms
of logistics . . .
Councilman Nocera asks Director Samolis to stop there. Given what he just said, perhaps the Common
Council can have a workshop prior to the June 7th Common Council regular meeting, perhaps at 6:00
PM.
Director Samolis replies that he is fine with that, if that is the will and pleasure of the Mayor and the
Council.
The Chair replies that this is definitely something that they can look into.
Councilman Nocera states that, if we schedule it that way, the people can see the details.
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Director Samolis states that this is the Mayor’s initiative so, ultimately, they are here to support
government efficiently as much as possible as staff. Whatever they can do to help answer questions or
alleviate fears or concerns, he will be available to do that, he is sure that Marek Kozikowski, who is hos
office, can as well for that new Land Use Department.
Councilman Nocera states that the workshop is tentatively scheduled for Monday, June 7th, at 6:00 PM.
The Chair states that the vote tonight is not the final vote for this reorganization; rather, this starts the
clock for that period of 30 to 90 days. It is up to this body working collaboratively to decide when that
vote will happen the period they are entering into is to fact-finding and research and answer questions,
he states that he will make himself available as he is sure that department staff will. He believes that a
workshop will be helpful to alto be sure that everybody knows what they are voting on and that the public
is aware.
The Chair calls on Councilman Edward McKeon.
Councilman McKeon states that, for he special meeting, he suggests that they invite all the department
staff of the new Land Use Office and any other department staff by the Development Office as well. He
wholeheartedly supports this restructuring. This is not to cast dispersions at the current office but he has
seen where development and planning should have a creative tension and will be at odds. When
embodied with one director, one side gets short-shrifted. He thinks that it is important that they have a
structure with a separate planning department and a separate development department. Obviously, we
want them to cooperate and work together, but we do need that creative tension to make sure that
planning is done well and development is done according to plan. He will be supporting this. Thank you.
The Chair calls on Councilman Philip Pessina.
Councilman Pessina states that he will be supporting this ordinance. He is a visual person As a painter
get s ready for his canvas, he brings berthing together The City has not taken the step to a holistic
approach to planning and development in this beautiful City. He looks forward to the collaboration and
coordination to making a beautiful canvas of this City with this personnel. The question that he has for
Director Samolis is, when this is done, the public is the most impotent element. It will also increase easier
access for the public, construction, and investors looking to develop the City.
Director Samolis relies, “Yes,’ adding that the reorganization of these departments brings additional staff
to the Land Use Department, which is the regulatory body. As many know in general, economic
development or redevelopment, the quicker we can bring people through our processes by reviewing
application with an expedited and through approach, makes Middletown ideal for people to come in and
do development, Our staff with the new Department of Economic and Community Development will do
their best to get applications ready so that when they go to the regulatory process in the proposed Land
Use Department will do so quickly and get the approval so that they can develop in a timely manner.
Councilman Pessina replies that this is exactly the answer that he was looking for, noting that the City
is on the cusp of some major development with the riverfront thank you.
The Chair calls on Councilman Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo state that with this this reorganization, he is assuming that there will need to be
some modifications to current jobs. Job description will need to be updated. Is that correct?
Director Samolis replies, “Yes,” adding that Human Resources will be bringing this descriptions to the
Council at the second vote since the Couric cannot vote on those tonight because those changes cannot
take effect without the reorganization happening first.
Councilman Loffredo states that, with the information presented at the workshop, the reorganizational
chart, as approved, will highlight the positions new and modified is that correct?
Director Samolis replies, “Yes, that is correct.”
The Chair calls on Councilwoman Linda Salafia.
Councilwoman Salafia states that this seems like putting the cart before the horse. If we are going to
have a workshop, it should have been scheduled before tonight’s meeting, before the 1st vote. If we vote
tonight, whatever we vote on tonight cannot be changed unless we start the clock all over again. She
reiterates that the workshop should have been held first so that everyone knows what is going on.
Personally, she would have moved Building Office into the Land Use Department because it is that
function with building codes and the building oversight process. She would have put those functions
together, adding that she also would not necessarily have put Parking in with Economic Development.
She thinks that they are taking a chance by taking the good input that we get from the Parking Authority,
taking that voice away from them. She does not think that is a good idea. This is also whey she believes
that the workshop should have been held where everting could have been explained, where everyone
could have voiced their options. After that, it would have been time to go forward with the reorganization.
In this process, we are now taking the chance that, at the workshop something will change and the clock
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will have to be restarted. We are doing this backwards. She is not settled on this and will vote “no” tonight
because she does not have all of the information so she is not fully on board. Thank you.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo states that he asked the question for clarification. Whether they vote on this or not,
he understands that what they vote on tonight can be modified. He is not locking himself on to say that
he will vote the same way for the second vote. This is the process as he understands it: to allow for more
information and more review so that, if we do extend the calendar, we will do so. This Council . . . if he
is being locked in, then he cannot -- individually or collectively – make any modifications to what is
presented this evening, he is not prepared to do that. He will listen to an initial presentation, get some
questions and answers, and then follow-up with additional information. We have the 90 day period so, if
we need to extend the time period that is in the rules. He wants to be assured that he is not locking
himself into the language that is on the table. He asks if that can be confirmed or to correct him, if
needed.
The Chair replies that that is correct. If a second vote fails and they want to change the language and
change that language, it would require two (2) votes so it would extend the calendar. That is right. You
are not committing yourself to the vote, only to the vote being taken tonight to move it forward.
The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera.
Councilman Nocera states that he agrees with the Mayor, adding that is how it was explained to them
at the General Counsel Commission meeting. Yes, the Council can vote tonight to move the
reorganization plan forward. The Council will decide if there need to be changes, adding that they will
slow things down on the vote in favor in June. There is a collective bargaining part of this that they need
to be careful with as well. The unions agree, at this point with this plan, which is important. They are fully
on board as is the administration.
The Chair states that this is part of a series of ordinances. The item now being discussed – Item 18J –
is the first of four or five that will be entertained as part of this plan.
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is
approved with 11 aye votes and one (1) nay vote (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner,
D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Pessina; NAY: Councilwoman
Salafia.) The matter is approved by a vote of 11 to 1.
K. ORDINANCE: Approving that Chapter 31 (“Departments”), Article IX (“Parking Department”),
Sections 31-35 to Section 31-38, inclusive, of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Middletown
be revised, and the Parking Department be eliminated.
APPROVED (1st of 2 required approval votes)
ORDINANCE 09-21; K: submit/ ordinance/Sec 31-35 eliminate Parking Dept. ORD 09-21 – 3 May 2021

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: That Article IX of Chapter
31, Section 31-35 to 31-38 of the Middletown Code of Ordinances be revised as follows and the Parking
Department be eliminated:
ARTICLE IX
Parking Department
§ 31-35. Creation.Elimination
In accordance with Chapter V, Section 1B, and Chapter III, Section 6, of the Charter of the City of
Middletown, the Middletown Parking Department is eliminated as a City department and merged under
the Department of Economic and Community Development.created as a department separate from the
Police Department.
§ 31-36. Duties and responsibilities.
A. The Department shall carry out the following duties: plan, implement and manage the downtown
parking infrastructure and manage the parking supply in order to support the viability of downtown
as a place to work, live and conduct business; ensure adequate available parking spaces for
downtown customers, employees and residents; collect appropriate revenue to maintain and operate
parking and ensure turnover of parking spaces; and provide the upkeep and customer service
necessary to make policing in Middletown a pleasant experience for visitors and residents.,
B. The City of Middletown will create a Downtown Middletown Parking District
C. The Department and the Committee are responsible for securing Common Council approval for
setting rates and time limits, location of long-term parking and other policy issues.

§ 31-37. Parking Advisory Committee.
There is hereby established a committee known as the "Middletown Parking Advisory Committee."
The Committee shall consist of seven members, who must live, work or own a business in the
Downtown Middletown Parking District or be a paid representative of an owner or business in the
District and two members of the Common Council, one from each political party. Not more than three
of the members shall be registered members of the same political party, and they shall be appointed
to serve as follows: two shall serve for one-year terms; two shall serve for two-year terms; and one
shall serve for a three-year term. The members of the Common Council shall serve for their elected
term in office. Commencing in July 2009, the two one-year terms shall become three-year term
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positions, and commencing in July 2010, the two two-year terms shall become three-year term
positions. All members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Mayor with the consent of the
Common Council. The Committee shall elect its own Chairperson.
§ 31-38. Director of Parking.
It shall be the duty of the Director of Parking to render advice concerning parking and parking-related
issues within the City to the Parking Advisory Committee. The Committee shall be advisory in nature.
The Director of Parking shall attend all committee meetings.
Submitted by:
Approved by:

Councilwoman Megan Carta
General Counsel Commission at its meeting held on April 8, 2021

First Vote
Status: APPROVED
by Common Council, City of Middletown
at its meeting held on: MAY 3, 2021

Councilman Vincent Loffredo moves to approve. Councilman Edward McKeon seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
with 10 aye votes and two (2) nay votes. (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford,
E. Ford, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Pessina; NAY: Councilmembers Gennaro and
Salafia.) The matter is approved by a vote of 10 to 2.
L. ORDINANCE: Approving that Chapter 31 (“Departments”), Article XIV, Sections 31-49 to 31-51
be added to the Code of Ordinances of the City of Middletown to create the Department of Land
Use.
APPROVED (1st of 2 required approval votes)
ORDINANCE No: 10-21; K: review/ordinance/3149 to 31-51 create Land Use Dept. ORD 10-21
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: That Article XIV of
Chapter 31, Section 31-49 to 31-51 of the Middletown Code of Ordinances be added to create the Department
of Land Use:
CHAPTER 31
ARTICLE XIV
Department of Land Use
Section 31-49. Creation.
In accordance with Chapter V, Section 1B and Chapter III, Section 6 of the Charter of the City of Middletown,
the Department of Land Use is created.
Section 31-47. Composition; purpose.
a.
The Department shall consist of a Director and such other staff as may be deemed necessary by the
Mayor and the Common Council.
b.
The Department of Land Use will be responsible for implementing the City’s land use policies and
will have regulatory oversight over the environment and protection of natural resources within the City of
Middletown.
Section 31-48. Duties and Responsibilities.
The Department of Land Use assists in the creation and implementation of the Middletown Plan of
Conservation and Development, which is the basis for all land use decisions with the intent to protect its
citizens’ health, safety, general welfare, and property values. The Land Use Department administers the City’s
Zoning Code, Subdivision Regulations, and Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Regulations for all development
projects in the City and ensures that development applications are in compliance with both local and statutory
requirements. Specifically, the department will:
a.
Assist in the development and implementation of the Plan of Conservation and Development;
b.
Provide technical and administrative assistance to the Planning & Zoning Commission, the Inland
Wetlands and Watercourse Agency, the Commission on Conservation and Agriculture, the Zoning Board of
Appeals, and other related City boards, commissions, and committees as designated;
c.
Review and ensure that the use of land and land use applications comply with local zoning codes,
subdivision and wetlands regulations, as well as relevant state and federal law;
d.
Protect the public health, safety, and welfare by enforcing the City’s anti-blight ordinances; and
e.
Assist the City in open space acquisition and protection of natural resources.

First Vote
Status: APPROVED
by Common Council, City of Middletown
at its meeting held on: MAY 3, 2021
Councilman Vincent Loffredo moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
with 11 aye votes and one (1) nay votes. (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford,
E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Pessina; NAY: Councilmember Salafia.)
The matter is approved by a vote of 11 to 1.
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M. ORDINANCE: Approving that Chapter 31 (“Departments”), Article XIII, Sections 31-46 to 31-48
be added to the Code of Ordinances of the City of Middletown to create the Department of
Economic and Community Development; and that the Parking Department be added to said
Department.
APPROVED (1st vote or 2 required approval votes)
ORDINANCE No.: 11-21; K: review/ ordinance 31-46 to 31-48 create Econ Devel. Dept. – ORD 1121 – 3 May 2021
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: That Article XIII of
Chapter 31, Section 31-46 to 31-48 of the Middletown Code of Ordinances be added to create the Department
of Economic and Community Development, and merge the Parking Department into said Department:
CHAPTER 31
ARTICLE XIII
Department of Economic and Community Development
Section 31-46. Creation.
In accordance with Chapter V, Section 1B and Chapter III, Section 6 of the Charter of the City of Middletown,
the Department of Economic and Community Development is created, and Parking Department are both
merged into said Department.
Section 31-47. Composition; purpose.
a.
b.

The Department shall consist of a Director and such other staff as may be deemed necessary by the
Mayor and the Common Council.
The Department of Economic and Community Development will be responsible for strengthening
Middletown’s local economies.

Section 31-48. Duties and Responsibilities.
The Department will have a comprehensive approach to development that incorporates community,
transportation, parking, education, arts and culture, and sustainability. Specifically, the department will:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

Support existing businesses and attracts new businesses and jobs with a wide range of programs and
services to help companies prosper;
Create and initiate community-based strategies to build strong neighborhoods;
Strengthen the Middletown community by providing funding and technical support for local development
projects;
Work to make arts, culture, and history a leading economic contributor and a source of pride for
Middletown;
Plan, implement, and manage the downtown parking infrastructure and manage parking supply to support
the viability of downtown as a place to work, live, and conduct business;
Collect appropriate revenue to maintain and operate parking and ensure turnover of parking spaces; and
Help eliminate brownfield properties by promoting smart growth principles, strengthening public/private
partnerships and providing a one-stop resource for expertise.

First Vote
Status: APPROVED AS AMENDED
by Common Council, City of Middletown
at its meeting held on: MAY 3, 2021

Councilman Vincent Loffredo moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera.
Councilman Nocera offers a point of order. He states that they will be looking at this at the June Common
Council meeting. They will need to make a provision as there is cost here, which has to be added to the
budget.
The Chair calls on Councilman Anthony Gennaro,
Councilman Genaro states that, during the pandemic, as a member of the Parking Authority, their
Commission has not met. They have not been able to share any of this information with the business
community. He would like to hear that input before moving forward with this item.
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is
approved with 10 aye votes and two (2) nay votes. (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner,
D. Ford, E. Ford, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Pessina; NAY: Councilmembers Gennaro
and Salafia.) The matter is approved by a vote of 10 to 2.
N. INTENTIONALLY REMOVED
O. Approving the allocation of the CARES ACT CDBG (Community Development Block Grant)
Funding to the following Middletown Small Business: Shear Perfection -- 5,000.00; McEwen
Construction -- $5,000.00; Hair by Alicia Russo -- $5,000.00; Hybrid Entertainment -- $5,000.00;
Lan Chi Restaurant -- $5,000.00; and that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute all
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contractual paperwork necessary to facilitate the allocation of these Grants, subject to review
and approval by the Office of General Counsel as to form and content.
APPROVED
RESOLTION NO. 36-21; K: review/ resolution/ PCD Cares Act RES 36-21 – 3 May 2021

WHEREAS, the City of Middletown Common Council adopted Resolution No. 28-20 on May 4, 2020; and
WHEREAS, the resolution allowed the City of Middletown to reprogram and program additional Community
development Block Grant (CDBG) during the COVID-19 epidemic; and
WHEREAS, the allocated funding was appropriated to develop small-business economic relief grants for
businesses within the City of Middletown; and
WHEREAS, the US Department of Housing and Urban Development has approved of the use of the funding
for this purpose; and
WHEREAS, the City Department of Planning, Conservation and Development has opened the application
process for these grant funds starting on June 8, 2020; and
WHEREAS, the Department of Planning, Conservation and Development has been assisting small
businesses in the application process to ensure eligibility for the CDBG funding; and
WHEREAS, the Economic Development Commission met on March 9, 2021 to review completed applications
and has approved to move forward those that have qualified; and
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:
The Common Council hereby approves the allocation of the CARES ACT CDBG Funding to the following
Middletown Small Business;
Shear Perfection
McEwen Construction
Hair by Alicia Russo
Hybrid Entertainment
Lan Chi Restaurant

$5,000.00
$5,000.00
$5,000.00
$5,000.00
$5,000.00

And, The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute all contractual paperwork necessary to facilitate the allocation
of these Grants, subject to review and approval by the office of General Counsel as to form and content.
FINANCIAL IMPACT: These grants are funded through CARES-ACT funding and re-allocated previous year
entitlement grants.

Councilman Darnell Ford moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes. (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford,
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The matter is approved.
P. Approving that the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign all documents necessary for the purchase
of the two parcels for future riverfront redevelopment purposes, 131 River Road and Parcel 1026
(Map/Lot 33-0038), subject to review and approval by the Office of General Counsel as to form
and content, as follows:
APPROVED
RESOLUTION NO: 37-21; K: review/ resolution/ PCD 131 River Road purchase RES 37-21 – 3 May 2021

WHEREAS, the City of Middletown’s Plan of Conservation and Development’s guiding principles include a
“Thriving Community” which specifically mentions the City’s need to redevelop and reconnect to the City’s
waterfront; and,
WHEREAS, even dating back to 1974, the City’s Plan for Waterfront Recreational Development stated: “The
revitalization of the Connecticut River waterfront in Middletown would provide an opportunity for the City to reestablish its close relationship with the River which has been badly neglected in recent years”: and,
WHEREAS, one of the key elements in the drafting of the Middletown’s 21 st Century Infrastructure
Development Bond was for riverfront redevelopment, including improving public infrastructure and related
public amenities, including the acquisition, rehabilitation and redevelopment of parcels; and,
WHEREAS, the voters of Middletown overwhelming passed the $55 Million dollar referendum on November
3, 2020; and,
WHEREAS, the City has identified two key parcels critical for future Riverfront Redevelopment known as 131
River Road and “River Road” Parcel ID 1026; and,
WHEREAS, the City has received an appraisal for the properties; and,
WHEREAS, the City and Property owner have agreed upon a price of $365,000 for the purchase of the two
parcels, which is inline or the appraisal range; and,
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WHEREAS, the City has allocated $5,000,000.00 out of the 21 st Century Infrastructure Development Bond for
purchases of this nature; and,
WHEREAS, the City wishes to purchase the properties to ensure its proper redevelopment that will be in line
with the City’s future Comprehensive Master Riverfront Plan; and,
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
MIDDLETOWN: The Mayor is hereby authorized to sign all documents necessary for the purchase of the two
parcels for future riverfront redevelopment purposes (131 River Road and Parcel 1026 (Map/Lot 33-0038),
subject to review and approval by the office of General Counsel as to form and content, as follows:
Address:
River Road
131 River Road

Map / Lot
Map 33, Lot 0038
Map 33, Lot 0037

Vision ID
1026
1023
Totals:

Acres
.13 acres
.16 acres
.29 acres

FINANCIAL IMPACT: $365,000 from the 21st Century Infrastructure Development Bond.

Value

$365,000
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Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilwoman Blackwell.
Councilwoman Blackwell states that, in line with the approval for the four (4) parcels that the Council
voted on in May, she asks Planning, Conservation & Development Director Samolis to speak to these
four (4) parcels, including the environmental assessment. She asks if there are any concerns regarding
any tenant issue. She asks if the property is being purchased “as is.” Since the voted approved $5M for
the infrastructure for the riverfront, she asks for a summary of spending, to date.
Director Samolis replies that, in terms of environmental concerns, there are none for this site because if
its history. Nothing rises to the level of requiring additional assessment, In terms of her there question
there are tenants, they are giving the owner until the end of June to relocate the tenants at which time
they will close on the property. He asks Councilwoman Blackwell if she might repeat the last questions.’’
Councilwoman Blackwell reiterates, asking if the property is being purchased “as is.” Also, since the
voted approved $5M for the infrastructure for the riverfront, she asks for a summary of spending, to date.
Director Samolis continues, stating that the property is being sold “as is.” There are structures, which
will be removed. The two (2) buildings on site will remain. In terms of the money that has been allocated
for the 21st Century Infrastructure bond, $5M has been allocate for the riverfront. Some $3.4M has been
used for these recent acquisitions: this acquisition as well as the Canoe Club lease. It is $3.390M total.
The Chair calls on Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.
Councilman Faulkner asks how the price was determined.
Director Samolis states that, whenever their office looks at acquiring property like this for development
or open space, they get an appraisal. It is a yellow book appraisal by a State certified appraiser. They
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give a price or price range for properties. We then negotiate a final [purchase price with the owner, He
notes that this purchase price comes within the range that the appraiser gave for the two (2) lots.
The Chair asks Councilwoman Salafia if she is trying to raise her hand. He believes that her hand was
raised from before.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes
The Chair notes that Councilwoman Salafia was trying to raise her hand. She indicates that she was
trying to unraise her hand to indicate a “No” vote.
The Chair corrects the voting, noting that the motion is approved by a vote of 11 to one (1) (AYE:
Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon,
Nocera, and Pessina; NAY: Councilmember Salafia.). The matter is approved by a vote of 11 to 1.
Q. Approving that the Mayor is authorized to sign all documents necessary to implement the lease
with Found Apparel, LLC, subject to review and approval by the office of General Counsel as to
form and content
APPROVED
RESOLUTION No: 38-21; K: review/ resolution/ PCD Found Apparel lease RES 38-21 – 3 May 2021
WHEREAS, Found Apparel, LLC (‘the Company”) business is looking to lease space for its printing and
skate shop business at the City-owned building, the R. M. Keating Historical Enterprise Park, 180 Johnson
Street (“Keating Park”); and,
WHEREAS, the Company is looking to lease 3,000 rentable square feet on the first floor in the Building A
section of Keating Park; and,
WHEREAS, the Company would pay monthly rent according to the chart below under the term of agreement
for ten years, with an option to for up to two (2) additional 5 year terms; and
WHEREAS, at the April 13, 2021 Meeting of the Economic Development Committee, the members present
agreed to move forward to the Common Council a proposed lease at Keating Park to Found Apparel, LLC;
and,
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:
The Mayor is hereby authorized to sign all documents necessary to implement the lease with. Found
Apparel, LLC, subject to review and approval by the office of General Counsel as to form and content, as
follows:

Lease Annual Gross
Year
Rent
Year 1 $ 19,500.00
Year 2 $ 20,085.00
Year 3 $ 20,687.55
Year 4 $ 21,308.18
Year 5 $ 21,947.42
Year 6 $ 22,605.84
Year 7 $ 23,284.02
Year 8 $ 23,982.54
Year 9 $ 24,702.02
Year 10 $ 25,443.08

Monthly
Gross Rent
$ 1,625.00
$ 1,673.75
$ 1,723.96
$ 1,775.68
$ 1,828.95
$ 1,883.82
$ 1,940.33
$ 1,998.55
$ 2,058.50
$ 2,120.26

FINANCIAL IMPACT – The lease will generate a minimum of $223,572 over the term of the lease.

Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes. (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford,
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The matter is approved.

R.

Approving that the Mayor is authorized to sign all documents necessary to implement the lease
with. 860 Brewing LLC, dba Forest City Brewing, subject to review and approval by the office of
General Counsel as to form and content

APPROVED
RESOLUTION No: 39-21; K: review/ resolution/ PCD Forest City Brewing lease RES 39-21 – 3 May 2021
WHEREAS, 860 Brewing LLC, dba Forest City Brewing (‘the Company”) business is looking to lease space for
its beer brewery at the City-owned building, the R. M. Keating Historical Enterprise Park, 180 Johnson Street
(“Keating Park”); and,
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WHEREAS, the Company is looking to lease 2,800 rentable square feet on the first floor in the Building B
section of Keating Park; and,
WHEREAS, the Company would pay monthly rent according to the chart below under the term of agreement
for ten years, with an option to for up to two (2) additional 5 year terms; and
WHEREAS, at the April 13, 2021 Meeting of the Economic Development Committee, the members present
agreed to move forward to the Common Council a proposed lease at Keating Park to 860 Brewing LLC, dba
Forest City Brewing; and,
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:
The Mayor is hereby authorized to sign all documents necessary to implement the lease with. 860 Brewing
LLC, dba Forest City Brewing, subject to review and approval by the office of General Counsel as to form and
content, as follows:

Lease Year
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10

ANNUAL TOTAL
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

10,000.00
11,390.00
12,791.70
13,205.45
13,631.61
14,070.56
14,522.68
14,988.36
15,968.01
16,462.05

MONTHLY TOTAL
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

833.33
949.17
1,065.98
1,100.45
1,135.97
1,172.55
1,210.22
1,249.03
1,330.67
1,371.84

FINANCIAL IMPACT – The lease will generate a minimum of $137,030 over the term of the lease.

Councilman Edward McKeon moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman McKeon
Councilman McKeon wants to speak to the general success. The Keating Building has become a
destination with the business that was just passed and the two mentioned in upcoming resolutions. He
will not make jokes about beer, but it is great beer. The building is a great success and the Common
Council should continue this kind of support.
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is
approved unanimously with 12 aye votes. (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E.
Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The matter is approved.
S. Approving that the Mayor is authorized to sign all documents necessary to implement the lease
with. Kiro Bespoke, LLC dba Bespoke Cider Works, subject to review and approval by the office
of General Counsel as to form and content
APPROVED
RESOLUTION No: 40-21; K: review/ resolution/ PCD Kiro Bespoke lease RES 40-21 - 3 May 2021
WHEREAS, Kiro Bespoke, LLC dba Bespoke Cider Works (‘the Company”) business is looking to lease space
for its hard cider production business at the City-owned building, the R. M. Keating Historical Enterprise Park,
180 Johnson Street (“Keating Park”); and,
WHEREAS, the Company is looking to lease 2,000 rentable square feet on the first floor in the Building C,
and 400 square feet in the Building B sections of Keating Park; and,
WHEREAS, the Company would pay monthly rent according to the chart below under the term of agreement
for five years, with an option to for up to an additional 5 year term; and
WHEREAS, at the April 13, 2021 Meeting of the Economic Development Committee, the members present
agreed to move forward to the Common Council a proposed lease at Keating Park to Kiro Bespoke, LLC dba
Bespoke Cider Works; and,
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:
The Mayor is hereby authorized to sign all documents necessary to implement the lease with. Kiro Bespoke,
LLC dba Bespoke Cider Works, subject to review and approval by the office of General Counsel as to form
and content, as follows:

Lease Year
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5

ANNUAL TOTAL
$
12,000.00
$
12,360.00
$
12,730.80
$
13,112.72
$
13,506.11

MONTHLY TOTAL
$
1,000.00
$
1,030.00
$
1,060.90
$
1,092.73
$
1,125.51
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FINANCIAL IMPACT – The lease will generate a minimum of $63,709 over the term of the lease.

Councilman Anthony Mangiafico moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes. (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford,
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The matter is approved.

T. Approving that the Mayor is authorized to sign all documents necessary to implement the lease
with. Scatz Holy Smokez BBQ & Catering LLC, subject to review and approval by the office of
General Counsel as to form and content
APPROVED
RESOLUTION No: 41-21; K: review/ resolution/ PCD Holy Smokez lease RES 41-21 – 3 May 2021
WHEREAS, Scatz Holy Smokez BBQ & Catering LLC (‘the Company”) business is looking to lease space for
their bar-b-que and catering food business at the City-owned building, the R. M. Keating Historical Enterprise
Park, 180 Johnson Street (“Keating Park”); and,
WHEREAS, the Company is looking to lease 1,000 rentable square feet on the first floor in the Building B
section of Keating Park; and,
WHEREAS, the Company would pay monthly rent according to the chart below under the term of agreement
for five years, with an option to for up to an additional 5 year term; and
WHEREAS, at the April 13, 2021 Meeting of the Economic Development Committee, the members present
agreed to move forward to the Common Council a proposed lease at Keating Park to Scatz Holy Smokez BBQ
& Catering LLC; and,
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:
The Mayor is hereby authorized to sign all documents necessary to implement the lease with. Scatz Holy
Smokez BBQ & Catering LLC, subject to review and approval by the office of General Counsel as to form and
content, as follows:
:

Lease Year
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10

ANNUAL TOTAL
$
5,500.00
$
5,665.00
$
5,834.95
$
6,010.00
$
6,190.30
$
6,376.01
$
6,567.29
$
6,764.31
$
6,967.24
$
7,176.25

MONTHLY TOTAL
$
458.33
$
472.08
$
486.25
$
500.83
$
515.86
$
531.33
$
547.27
$
563.69
$
580.60
$
598.02

FINANCIAL IMPACT – The lease will generate a minimum of $29,200 over the term of the lease.

Councilman Anthony Gennaro, Sr. moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes. (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The matter is approved.

The Chair calls on Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.
Councilman Faulkner states that he has a general question. He recounts that when the Keating Building
was first opened, the City did a lot of environmental work. They are now doing a lot of leases where things
are being made. Has this issue been worked out?
The Chair indicates that there is continuing remediation at the property. The areas being used by these
businesses are all definitely cleaned up and safe. Parts of the building do need significant remediation, so
the City is continuing to pursue grants and other funding to get the whole building on line as well as to
renovate and remediate the building.
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U. Approving that the Common Council goes on record opposing those sections of SB 1100, An
Act Concerning The Failure To File For Certain Grand List Exemptions, that negatively impact
Middletown; and that the Common Council will contact all of our State legislators and the
Governor's office requesting their assistance in deleting sections 3, 4, and 5 of the Bill.
APPROVED
RESOLUTION No: 42-21; K; review/resolution/ CC tax exemptions RES 42-21 - 3 May 2021
WHEREAS, the Joint Committee on Finance, Revenue and Bonding of the Connecticut General Assembly
(CGA) has Raised Senate Bill No. 1100 An Act Concerning The Failure To File For Certain Grand List
Exemptions; and
WHEREAS, this proposed legislation would allow certain persons to file for property tax exemptions,
notwithstanding certain statutory deadlines; and
WHEREAS, Sections 3, 4, and 5 of the Bill, if passed, would substantially impact the 21-22 fiscal budget of
Middletown.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:
that the Common Council goes on record opposing those sections of SB 1100, An Act Concerning The Failure
To File For Certain Grand List Exemptions, that negatively impact Middletown; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Common Council will contact all of our State legislators and the
Governor’s office requesting their assistance in deleting sections 3, 4, and 5 of the Bill.

Councilman Vincent Loffredo moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo calls Tax Assessor Damon Braasch to the podium. It was through the Tax
Assessor’s Office that this matter was brought to the attention of the Council, noting that the Tax
Assessor provided some background information. He asks the Tax Assessor to summarize how this
proposed legislation affects the City.
Tax Assessor Braasch states that, generally, every year there is some legislation that goes through the
legislature regarding an extension of tie mot file for exemptions, for personal property declarations, or
any number of documents that are required to be filed with the City’s Tax Assessor Office. The bills are
passed to allow individuals addition time so that they are either granted the exemption or are waived
penalties associated with those delays. This is not a new bill as it comes up every year, He explains that
he received word for the State Office of Policy & Management that this bill included several specific
references to Middletown. The City does not expect them to come forth, so we appreciate that the State
reached out to us. While the bill does not specify any entity, it does allow for some speculation to take
place. It is his belief that Section 3 is in reference to Adelbrook, which is a group home. That property
failed to file for an exemption in 2017, 2018, 2019, and again this year. They are looking to get a
retroactive exemption back to 2017. That would result in a refund from the City for taxes paid during
these years, somewhere in the amount of $24K. There would be an additional loss of revenue on the
forthcoming grand list. Sections 4 and 5 appear to be in reference to two (2) entities: CP Middletown
Solar I and CP Middleton Solar II. This is a large solar field off of Middlefield Street behind Dunkin’
Donuts. The installation cost in the assessment is about $2.9M for each field. The bill would allow for
them to refile an exemption application under a virtual net metering. If they file that application, they
would be exempt for the 2021 grand list, but this is retroactive to 202 0, so it is about $2.8M coming off
the grand list for 2020, which will have an impact on the upcoming fiscal year.
Councilman Loffredo asks what the fiscal impact would be.
Tax Assessor Braasch replies that he did not bring that information to this meeting, adding that he had
an estimate, which he had forwarded to Councilman Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo, replies that the fiscal impact is calculated as $209,789.
Tax Assessor Braasch replies that it sounds correct.
Councilman Loffredo asks for background as this legislation shows up in a variety of ways. This is about
tax assessment. In this legislation, adding to correct him if he is wrong. It starts off with the phrase
“Notwithstanding.” He states that, as a lay person, his understanding when that phrase is used, they
are asking to be except form the current law. If that accurate?
Tax Assessor Braasch replies, “Yes,” adding that it reads that “Notwithstanding the provisions of this
statute,” which applies anyways.
Councilman Loffredo replies that the law would not apply to them.
Tax Assessor Braasch replies, “By this special law.”
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Councilman Loffredo says this is very special. So that action aside. The current law in terms of
assessment, there is a process that applies to these entities as well as anyone with property in
Middletown. If we want to challenge an assessment, there is a procedure provided in the current law.
Tax Assessor Braasch replies, “That is correct,” adding that, under normal circumstances, an individual
receives notice of the property assessment, they can file an appeal of that assessment through the
Board of Assessment Appeals. Pending denial of that appeal by the Board of Assessment Appeals, the
party can then pursue an appeal through Superior Court. He understands that CP Middletown has done
both, having filed an appeal in Superior Court and is also seeking to get the exemption on the property.
Councilman Loffredo asks if that is unusual.
Tax Assessor Braasch replies that it is a little unusual. The legislation is a last chance type of thing, It is
odd that they would pass the law without knowing how the court would rule or adjudicate the matter. It
is almost as if they are covering both ends.
Councilman Loffredo asks if these entities utilize the process on the books and bring a tax appeal to the
Board.
Tax Assessor Braasch replies that they did file an appeal to the board of Assessment Appeals. The
Board denied their appeal on the basis of the assessment over $1M. The State law allows them to back
out as novices not having expertise in dealing with matter valued at over $1M in value. They took that
action. They declined to hear the appeal and now the matter is before the courts.
Councilman Loffredo replies, “That is normal procedure.”
The Chair calls on Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.
Councilman Faulkner notes that something was said that they are appealing the assessment in court.
Tax Assessor Braasch replies, “Correct,” noting that we are currently under suit from CP Solar
Middletown on the assessment of both properties for the 2020 grand list.
Councilman Loffredo states that he knows that the Chair, as Mayor, is not directly on the proposed
resolution. He asks the Chair if, as Mayor, he is in favor of the proposed resolution, as presented.
The Chair replies, “Yes,” he is in favor of it.
Councilman Loffredo asks if the Chair will provide the services of the Mayor’s Office and engage staff
people . . . if the Council approves this, we want it to go to forward – communicated – exercise your role
as the Chief executive with our staff to communicate this resolution in a satisfactory format to the
Governor’s office and the legislature.
The Chair replies, “Yes.”
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is
approved unanimously with 12 aye votes. (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E.
Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The matter is approved.
The Chair states that he will work tomorrow to get letters drafted and circulated to the relevant folks.
U. Approving the job description of Human Resources Specialist, Maximus Salary Grade10, ($25.73 $38.07), 40 hours, Defined Non-Bargaining, is hereby approved into the Maximus Classification Plan. The
classification of this job description and salary for this position shall be effective upon adoption.
REFER BACK TO GENERAL COUNSEL COMMISSION
RESOLUTION No: 43-21; K: review/ resolution/ HR new HR Specialist RES 43-21 – 3 May 2021
Be it resolved by the Common Council of the City of Middletown: that the job description of Human
Resources Specialist, Maximus Salary Grade10, ($25.73 - $38.07), 40 hours, Defined Non-Bargaining, is
hereby approved into the Maximus Classification Plan. The classification of this job description and salary for
this position shall be effective upon adoption.
Fiscal Impact:

No Fiscal Impact in Current Year through Transfer of Funds within Departmental Budget

Title:
Department:

Human Resources Specialist
Office of the General Counsel Human
Resources Division
Date:
April 2021
Salary Grade: 10
Non-Bargaining
______________________________________________________________________
Purpose of Position
The purpose of this position is recruiting and testing candidates for City service, ensuring a focus on diversity
in the City workforce, and performing complex and confidential administrative and secretarial functions in the
Human Resources Division of the Office of the General Counsel.
Essential Duties and Responsibilities
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The following duties are normal for this position. These are not to be construed as exclusive or allinclusive. Other duties may be required and assigned.

Attends, plans, and follows up on job fairs, community events, and other recruiting opportunities with
an emphasis on outreach to communities of color and a focus on ensuring diversity in the City’s workforce.

Works with and through relevant online recruiting, hiring, and outreach platforms.

Staffs the Anti-Racism Task Force.

Reviews goals and materials with the Office of Equal Opportunity and Diversity Management.

Schedules, administers, and monitors tests for entry level and promotional positions; notifies
candidates; records and corrects tests. Assists with the administration of entry level and promotional exams,
schedules post-offer polygraphs and psychological tests for police and fire applicants.

Assists in the review and qualification of employment applications.

Maintains all position description files within the classification plan, including any changes, additions
or deletions.

Assists in the interpretation and administration of City policies, regulations, procedures, and collective
bargaining agreements. May assist in the preparation of Memoranda of Understandings (MOUs).

Prepares for all onboarding functions, including scheduling of pre-employment physicals and drug
screens, background screening, preparation of new employee forms, preparation of Notice of Appointments
and confirmation letters for Mayoral signature, preparation of new employee orientation packets and reviews
with employees, and data entry of new employee information.

Prepares correspondence and documents from rough notes or dictation and transcription equipment;
prepares and types a variety of reports, records, documents, and correspondence. May compose
correspondence and other materials.

Assists in the preparation of the annual department budget; pays bills and monitors expenditures;
prepares purchase orders, transfer of funds, and additional appropriations.

Provides technical support in computer programs for the department. Develops, monitors, and
maintains confidential/restricted files, records, logs and databases; creates new and purges old files; oversees
the destruction of department files. May maintain and update manuals, handbooks, or brochures. Performs
data entry functions. Assists with automation of records and produces reports from same.

Responsible for the administration and maintenance of the photo identification system and issuing of
access card/key fobs.

Prepares all vacation shutdown claim slips and all pink slips required for unemployment
compensation benefits for crossing guards and terminated employees.

Responds to surveys received from other towns and organizations; may research a variety of issues.

Schedules and coordinates diversity and other training, as well as meetings, and events. Coordinates
various office functions, including tracking, monitoring, and setting up general and specialized training for City
employees; may provide training directly in addition to outsourcing such training.

Prepares all eligibility lists and tabulates scores. May prepare and distribute board, committee, and
commission agenda and minutes; prepares resolutions for Common Council approval.

Observes strict confidentiality in maintaining restricted records and files.

Answers phones and provides necessary assistance; responds to inquiries; takes and relays
messages; meets with employees and the public and provides information on department or City procedures;
may contact other municipalities and outside agencies regarding department functions.

Opens, date stamps, processes, and distributes mail; prepares items for mail and prepares bulk
mailings.

Orders office supplies and maintains and monitors inventory; may take annual inventory. May
coordinate maintenance and repair of office equipment.

Performs other related functions as assigned or required.
Minimum Training and Experience Required to Perform Essential Job Functions
Bachelor’s Degree in Public Administration, Human Resources, Labor Relations or a related field, or any
combination of education and experience that provides equivalent knowledge, skills and abilities.
Physical and Mental Abilities Required to Perform Essential Job Functions
Language Ability and Interpersonal Communication

Requires the ability to perform mid-level of data analysis, including the ability to review, classify,
categorize, prioritize, and reference data, statutes, guidelines; group, rank, investigate, and diagnose appropriate
sources. Requires discretion in determining and referencing such to established standards to recognize
interactive effects and relationships.

Requires the ability to persuade, convince, influence, train, and monitor, in favor of a desired
outcome. Requires the ability to act as a lead person.

Requires the ability to utilize a variety of reference, descriptive, and advisory data and information,
such as financial statements, technical operating manuals, mail, purchase orders, lists, documents,
directories, ordinances, statutes, procedures, guidelines and non-routine correspondence.

Requires the ability to communicate orally and in writing with supervisors and all department
personnel, other City departments, vendors, and the public.
Mathematical Ability

Requires the ability to perform addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division, and to calculate
percentages and decimals.
Physical Requirements

Requires the ability to operate, calibrate, tune and synchronize, and perform complex rapid adjustment
on equipment, machinery and tools such as a computer and other office machines and/or related materials used
in performing essential functions.

Ability to coordinate eyes, hands, feet and limbs in performing skilled movements such as rapid
keyboard use.

Tasks involve the ability to exert light physical effort in sedentary to light work, but which may involve
some lifting, carrying, pushing and pulling of objects weighing five to ten pounds.
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Requires the ability to recognize and identify similarities or differences between characteristics of
colors, shapes and sounds associated with job-related objects, materials and tasks.
Environmental Adaptability

Ability to work under safe and comfortable conditions where exposure to environmental factors is
minimal and poses a very limited risk of injury.
The City of Middletown is an Equal Opportunity Employer. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act, the City will provide reasonable accommodations to qualified individuals with disabilities and encourages
both prospective and current employees to discuss potential accommodations with the employer.

Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera.
Councilman Nocera explains that the General Counsel Commission met at 6:00PM, immediately prior to
this meeting, to review the proposed job description. Personally, he felt rushed to get the job description
on this agenda as did several others. He supports this position, adding that it is essential for the City and
community to have a recruitment process that is centered on affirmative action and policy. He asks Attorney
Brig Smith, General Counsel, to give the Common Council background on this position and how it got to
the Common Council in this fashion.
Attorney Smith explains that the Councilmembers may recall from the budget hearing that they did request
a half-positon. In that discussion, he explained it was a four (4) person office and is now a two (2) person
office they continue to try to do more with less. They face limitations, so thy asked for some help. Later,
they talked about recruiting, which came up in conjunction with Charter revision. It came up as part of the
conversation about equal opportunity and diversity and affirmative action. It quickly became clear that this
is something that people feel strongly about and want to take action on quickly. That is what they are
proposing to do. He explains that this resolution takes what would have been the half-time position and
make it a full time position as an HR Specialist focusing on recruiting. The job description is largely like the
HR Generalist already in the office, but highlights recruiting, especially diversity recruiting. There are four
(4) things he will highlight from the job description. First, it would attends, plans, and follows up on job fairs,
community events, and other recruiting opportunities with an emphasis on outreach to communities of color
and a focus on ensuring diversity in the City’s workforce. Second, the position would work with and through
relevant online recruiting, hiring, and outreach platforms. Third, the person will staff the Anti-Racism Task
Force. Fourth, it would review goals and materials with the Office of Equal Opportunity and Diversity
Management. The rest of the job description is already what is done by the HR Generalist. These four (4)
pieces are key. They will be able to proceed quickly to post it and, hopefully, full in within this fiscal year.
They would not need an appropriation, having sufficient funds through the Finance Department. It would
be part of the upcoming budget and on an ongoing basis. The question is: is this something that we want
to do. If it is something they feel strongly about, they should move quickly, if we can, then we should. In a
nutshell, that is their position as to what they should do. As a final bit of housekeeping, before getting into
questions, there had been blanks in the first draft for salary grade and wages for this position. He does not
know what is in the Council packet: the original or the amended document. The grade is a 10, which is
consistent with the HR generalist. The salary range is $25.73 to $30.07 per hour. It will part of the defined
as opposed to the executive bargaining group, which is described in the personnel rules. That’s it and he
will take questions He thinks it is timely and important. He thanks them for their interest in the position.
Councilman Nocera sees that others want to ask questions, so he will defer to them at this time.
The Chair calls on Councilman Philip Pessina.
Councilman Pessina states that, in reading this job description, he asks what the primary expectation is for
this position in the General Counsel’s Office.
Attorney Smith replies that the primary expectation is to do what he does now. He stated earlier that they
went from four (4) people to two (2) people. They do recruiting now as part of an HR office, but that is limited
to online. When they had a fulltime recruiting person – noting that what they did then and should do now -is to go out into the community to job fairs, churches, community groups, to make connections. It’s hard to
find people subscribed to LinkedIn and Indeed. The purpose of this position is for this person to work every
day to make sure that the City has a workforce that looks like the City. He notes that, while he is not on
camera, he is a white male. He thinks that they need to find a way in the City to bring in more people who
don’t look like him. At the General Counsel Commission meeting, he notes that someone quoted Wayne
Gretsky, saying that you miss 1,000 percent of the shots you don’t take, adding that it is bad math. That is
the problem we have now. There may be a whole host of people who are interested, but they don’t get
through the door. One reason they are talking about this in Charter revision is equality of opportunity and
equality of outcome, look at what our numbers look like. Our numbers will never look good, will never look
like the works for look like the community if people don’t have the chance to apply for these positions. That,
in a nutshell, is what this position is: full time to recruit, adding that the way we recruit, that we haven’t yet
been able to and need to start being able to.
Councilman Pessina replies that he counts six (6) bullets in the proposed job description that deal with
recruitment and 16 that deal with secretarial, clerical jobs that this person is expected to accomplish. He
does not think that they are there for recruiting, ideally heavily with recruitment. If the goal is to diversity
City positions, then he does not see this person being able to do that, She would have to be a super-person
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because there are 16 detailed clerical responsibilities that he/she will have when they need to be finding
individuals truly reflective of our community. He just can’t see it. This is supposed to be, what we heard
from the public: they are looking for recruitment so that our City workforce reflects the community. There
are jobs here that they will transcribe minutes. That is a clerical task. You will not arrive at the goal that this
position is supposed to be doing from the perception of the community to get this job done he remarks, “Six
over 16.” He suggests that if you need a secretary, get a secretary. You need a recruiter to fill our diversity
plan. Equity, looking for inclusion, and he is not going to be able to do it with all of these mundane takes
that should be done by a clerical position let alone recruitment. That is his personal opinion. He was
shocked.
Attorey Smith replies that he understands the point and thinks that they do too: this job description. His job
description includes some of these tasks. This does not mean that this person only does those things, It
mean that, in a small office, everyone has to do everything. The other thing to think about: if you decide to
ramp this up to be a dedicated recruitment position with all the credentials and experience, and no clerical
tasks, adding that in his office they all do clerical stuff, they all do filing because it is part and parcel of the
office. If we remove all of that, we create a position with a higher bar than what we are looking to create to
make sure that we have a bar that people can clear. For instance, in this job description, there is 4-year
bachelor degree requirement. There is no requirement for 3 years of experience or a specialty in recruiting
because we want to cast a wide net. We are doing so because we want this person to cast a wide net for
the City. He understand what Councilman Pessina is saying. He adds that, since we have a job description
that is intended to be flexible for a small office – adding that the HR Director job description says many of
the same things, noting that a small office needs to have flexibility. To scrap that job description, as written,
is not the way to do it, By putting the first four bullet points at the top and emphasize, as we did, is that way
to go in his opinion.
Councilman Pessina asks what Attorney Smith’s expectation is of this individual. When this individual is
hired, how will he – noting that Attorney Smith is in charge – personally monitor that recruitment is being
done in a consistent manner to be available to the HR Department as far as hiring and going out to get
individuals who fit in our community? Just be careful. He understands what Attorney Smith said, but in
reading some of the comments, noting that he is not dispersing him, but if he truly reads what the person
does to the “T” that you want him or her to do, it bothers him that there is less clerical. Maybe have parts of
the clerical in conjunction with the hiring process and recruitment and keeping up with equity, inclusion, and
diversity that the City is moving forward to.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo states that he has a number of question. In the budget proposed by the Office of
General Counsel was a half-time recruiter. He asks, with the proposed budget several months ago, was
this job description included?
Attorney Smith replies, “No,” adding that the budget proposal was for funding a part-time position and would
have been flushed out from there and approved. Again, this is response to what we heard loudly and clearly
and recently that the demand is there and the desire is there. This is an attempt to put that position forward
because the demand is there and to have the Council consider it in the first instance.
Councilman Loffredo replies that this is being rushed, showing up at a meeting just a few hours ago and
now before the Council. It is highly unusual and he is not comfortable with this nature at all. He wants the
record to indicate his reluctance to move this fast and in this nature. During the budget hearings, he does
not recall that the Office of General Counsel did not suggest that this was a top priority. He asks if that is
correct.
Attorney Smith replies that it was a priority because they are understaffed and, in fact, they attempted to
create a special recruiting position in 2018 and it was voted down in committee. This most recent go round
in that meeting, we said there was a need for a half-time positon, We now have the Charter Revision
Commission saying, “Yes,” there is a need and it’s more than a half position We said, “Okay,” adding that
they look at it together and amend the budget going forward. We have the wherewithal now in the existing
budget, according to Finance, between now and July 1st, to be able to start the process. If we are lucky we
can make the hire and start the work. He adds, addressing Councilman Loffredo, it is now May 3rd and the
fiscal year starts in less than two (2) months.
Councilman Loffredo replies that he understands that. His position is that he is not in favor of how this is
being handled at all. As far as he is concerned, it is a bad form and process involved. While he appreciates
the work that has been today, but he does not appreciate what is being discussed by citing to the Charter
Revision Commission. To date, there has been no formal report presented to the Council at all or to the
community. As he sees it, in terms of the budget workshops that were held, this issue was presented
strongly through Director Faith Jackson (Office of Diversity and Equal Opportunity). He thought, for sure, in
terms of how that office operates, there is a need involved at the front end of the whole process by which
we have an affirmative action program. We need to diversify our workforce. The office of affirmative action
plays a role. He adds that he understands that the job description now has some element of that, but, as
he understands it, it does not address the needs of that office at all. It is proposing to add something else.
He asks if that is correct, noting it is not being addressed, correctt?
The Chair replies that this proposed position would be in the Office of General Counsel.
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Councilman Loffredo states that, at this time, noting that there may be further . . ., he would move to table
this action this evening. Councilman Nocera seconds the motion, adding that he would like to comment.
Councilman Nocera states that he feels that no one sitting here is opposed to bringing in a recruitment
officer. The City clearly needs that. He does feel rushed. When he looked that job description before the
meeting, he was not really thrilled with it. He thinks that there are some things that can be improved. He
believes that this item should be sent back to the General Counsel Commission for a more in depth look at
the job description. He invites everyone to join them or send information.
Councilman Loffredo withdraws his motion to table and, as suggested by Councilman Nocera, moves that
he item be sent back to the General Counsel Commission for further consideration and, subsequently, be
brought back to the Common Council at an appropriate time. Councilman Nocera seconds the motion
The Chair states that there is new motion on the floor, adding that several members wanted to speak to the
underlying motion. If it is okay, he will go in the order and allow people to speak on the motion and the
underlying motion. He calls on Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.
Councilman Faulkner indicates that he is not looking to speak at this time.
The Chair calls on Councilwoman Janette Blackwell.
Councilwoman Blackwell states that she wants to speak to this resolution, It did go before the general
Counsel Commission this evening and they had a robust conversation that had to be shortened because
they had a 6:45PM meeting. What she wants to say publicly and forcefully is that she supports the hiring
of a recruiter. Her concern is that she wants Tobe sure that the individual recruited to become recruiter,
that process is competitive, She recommenced at the General Counsel Commission meeting that, during
the hiring process, the Chairs of the Anti-Racism Taskforce be engaged in that process. She stands behind
that recommendation, noting that it is important that this person is not a figurehead. She is concerned about
the level of influence that this person will have in terms of the hiring process. It is imperative that they get
this right. We have heard strongly from over 200 people of color in this City that they want equal access
and orotundity to jobs. We know that having a good job means you have a better quality of life. We want to
get this right. She is in favor of bringing it back to the General Counsel Commission, but also wants to
emphasize that the process to hire a recruiter need to be a competitive process.
The Chair calls on Councilman Darnell Ford.
Councilman Darnell Ford states that he supports the hiring of an HR Specialist. It is clearly needs to be
defines as to what that specialist does, perhaps by amending the job title to indicate that tit is a diversity
recruiter. There are some definite changes that need to happen in that job description. He thinks it is
important that this be vetted and not look like every other position that is currently in the Human Resources
Department. It needs to be defined as exactly what we are intending it to be: a specialist position. He also
believes that, since this individual will be working with the Anti-Racism Taskforce, the Taskforce have some
input into what they will need do this work. To have them not included in the job description to know how
they will be utilized, would not be a credit to the position or the Taskforce and the work it needs to do. He
thinks that I is important, if not the Chairs, than at least the Taskforce have input into that job description
moving forward.
The Chair states that Corporation Counsel Ryan will weigh in on this matter.
Attorney Ryan states thinks, as he understands it, there was a motion made by Councilman Loffredo to
table and seconded by Councilman Nocera. He believes that, subsequently, Councilman Loffredo withdrew
that motion.
Councilman Loffredo explains that he withdrew his motion and, based on the comments of Councilman
Nocera, moved to have this matter referred back to the General Counsel Commission.
Attorney Ryan states that this is now a motion to refer. He asks if Councilman Nocera withdrew his second.
Councilman Nocera confirms that he did so.
Attorney Ryan reiterates that there is a motion to refer on the floor. He asks if there was a second,
Unidentified speaker (inaudible)
The Council Clerk states that Councilman Loffredo’s motion was seconded by Councilman Nocera
Councilman Loffredo notes that his motion is to refer the matter back to the General Counsel Commission.
The Chair states that the vote to be taken will be on Councilman Loffredo’s motion to refer the matter to the
General Counsel Commission for future consideration.
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is
approved unanimously with 12 aye votes. (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford,
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The motion is approved, referring
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the proposed resolution back to committee.
The Chair states that they will revisit this matter in the near future,
19. Mayor’s Appointments
The Chair offers the following appointments:
LGBTQIA+ Commission:
 Christine Rebstock (U): appoint to a 3-year term to September 30, 2024
Middletown Commission on the Arts:
 Domenique Thornton (D): appoint to the balance of a 3-year term to June 2022, filling the vacancy
created by the resignation of Cassandra Day in January 2020
 Kate Ten Eyck (D): appoint to the balance of a 3-year term to June 30, 2023, filling the vacancy
created by the resignation of Franca Biales in August 2020
 David Wolfram (D): appoint to the balance of a 3-year term to June 30, 2023, filling the vacancy
created by the resignation of John Bassinger (D) in January 2021
Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to approved. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes. (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The matter is approved.
20. Meeting Adjournment
Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to adjourn. Councilman Anthony Mangiafico seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion is approved unanimously by a vote of
12-0 (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon,
Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The matter is approved
The meeting is adjourned at 10:40 PM.
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