REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL
MIDDLETOWN CONNECTICUT
MONDAY, APRIL 5, 2021
7:00 PM
MINUTES
The Regular Meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown was held live in the Common Council
Chamber, remotely via WebEx, and livestreamed on the City of Middletown’s Facebook page on Monday, April 5,
2021.
Present:
Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell (arrived 7:30PM)
Councilwoman Meghan Carta
Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.
Councilman Darnell Ford
Councilman Edward Ford, Jr. (arrived 7:15PM)
Councilman Anthony Gennaro, Sr.

Councilman Vincent Loffredo
Councilman Anthony Mangiafico
Councilman Edward McKeon
Councilman Eugene Nocera
Councilwoman Linda Salafia

Mayor Benjamin D. Florsheim, Chair
Daniel Ryan, Esq., Corporation Counsel (arrived 7:16 PM)
Linda Reed, Clerk of the Common Council
Absent; Councilman Philip Pessina
Also Present:

Robert Kronenberger, Chief – Middletown Fire Department
Katie Willebrand – Intern, Health Department
Carl Erlacher – Director, Finance
William Russo -- Director, Public Works
Keisha Michael – Arts Coordinator
Faith Jackson – Director, Office of Equal Opportunity & Diversity Management
Barbara Knoll Peterson - Mayor’s Administrative Assistant
Joseph Samolis - Director, Planning, Conservation & Development
Brig Smith, Esq. - General Counsel

Members of the Public: WebEx (15) and Facebook livestream (unknown number of viewers)
1.

Call to Order
Mayor Benjamin Florsheim calls the meeting to order at 7:03 PM. He welcomes everyone to the Regular
Meeting of the Common Council. The Chair asks Councilman Anthony Gennaro, Sr. to lead the Common
Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Clerk of the Common Council reads the Call of the Meeting and the Chair declares the call a legal call
and the meeting a legal meeting.

2.

Accept/Amend the Agenda
The Chair states that, before asking for a motion to accept or amend the agenda, he asks if there is any
member of the Council, who would indulge him. He explains that he spoken with several members of the
Common Council about providing a summary report this evening regarding the recent purchase -- a
purchase that the City is pursuing – of the Jackson Corrugated property on River Road. It is part of the 21st
Century Infrastructure bond. He asks if a Councilmember would be willing to make a motion so he could
make a brief report on this item after reporting on the Arrigoni Bridge project.
Councilman Vincent Loffredo moves that the agenda be amended to allow the Mayor to issue a report.
Councilman Edward McKeon seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with nine (9) aye votes. (AYE: Councilmembers Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo,
Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilmembers Blackwell, E. Ford, and Pessina.)
The matter is approved.
The Chair asks if there are any other amendments to the agenda. There being none, the Chair asks for a
motion to accept the agenda as amended.
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Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to accept the agenda, as amended. Councilman Anthony Mangiafico
seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with nine (9) aye votes. (AYE: Councilmembers Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo,
Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilmembers Blackwell, E. Ford, and Pessina.)
The matter is approved.
3.

Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting of March 1, 2021
Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to accept the minutes. Councilman Edward McKeon seconds the
motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with nine (9) aye votes. (AYE: Councilmembers Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo,
Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilmembers Blackwell, E. Ford, and Pessina.)
The matter is approved.

4.

Approval of Minutes: Workshop: NRG Powerplant, Special Meeting of February 11, 2021
Councilman Anthony Mangiafico moves to accept the minutes. Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr. seconds
the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with nine (9) aye votes. (AYE: Councilmembers Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo,
Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilmembers Blackwell, E. Ford, and Pessina.)
The matter is approved.

5.

Public Hearing on Agenda Items -- Opens
The Chair opens public hearing at 7:09 PM. The Chair invites any member of the public looking to speak
can do so by indicating using the WebEx hand raise function. Comments are limited to items on the agenda.
Each speaker will have a maximum of five (5) minutes to speak. Speakers are asked to state their name
and address for the record. Speakers in the queue will be unmuted in chronological order. The public
hearing is limited to 30 minutes. If, at that time, there are additional speakers, the Council may consider
extending the public hearing portion of the meeting. He reminds the public that the hand raise function in
on the screen under the smiley face. The Chair adds that, depending on the platform that someone is
using, the hand raise function is either at the bottom of the page or under the smiley face icon

6.

Public Hearing on Agenda Items -- Closes
There being no public comment, the Chair closes the public hearing at 7:10 PM.

7.

Mayor requests Council Clerk to read appropriation requests and the Certificate of Director of
Finance
Notice is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown will be held
remotely via WebEx, at Join A Meeting, Event # 129 664 4129 on MONDAY, APRIL 5, 2021, AT 7:00 PM
to consider and act upon the following:
Common Council: $15,000 -- Acct No. 1000-12000-5515, appropriation of funds from General Fund to pay
consultant to advise Charter Revision Commission and Common Council with revision of the City Charter.
Any and all persons interested may appear and be heard.
ATTEST:
HON. BENJAMIN D. FLORSHEIM, MAYOR
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A. Common Council: $15,000 -- Acct No. 1000-12000-5515, appropriation of funds from General Fund
to pay consultant to advise Charter Revision Commission and Common Council with revision of
the City Charter.
APPROVED
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Councilman Eugene Nocera reads the proposed appropriation and moves to approve and states that he would like
to speak to this item. Councilman Edward McKeon seconds the motion.
Councilman Eugene Nocera explains that the $15,000 is, perhaps and most likely, more than what is needed to
finish out the important work of the Charter Revision Commission. Attorney Steve Mednick is legal consultant to
the Commission. Working with Attorney Mednick, the Commission has made excellent progress. When work
started, the Council appropriated $20,000. This supplementary $15,000 is perhaps more than is needed, but he
does not want to come back to the Council for additional funds. There are three (3) busy months ahead as the
Commission continues its work before the document goes to the full Common Council. They are also looking at
drawing some funds from the Common Council budget so that the $15,000 is even less of an impact. Anything left
over will go back to the General Fund. They hoped and expected to request about $8,000, so this is a little more
and is needed.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Vincent Loffredo makes a point of order and asks if some additional information can be provided. Ho
notes that Councilman Nocera mentioned the important work that is being done, So far, we have spent $20,000 for
this work. For the public record, at this point, Councilman Loffredo asks what the Charter Revision Commission
has accomplished. He asks that this information be placed on the public record.
Councilman Edward McKeon replies that, he is a Councilmanic member of the Charter Revision Commission. The
Commission is a public commission and everyone can attend and see what is being accomplished at these meeting
he is not prepared to speak off the top of his head as to all of the decisions that have been made. Aside from
cleaning up the language of the Charter, reorganizing it, considering the structure of the Council. He would be happy
to provide a written report and have the published in the minutes of the meeting so that the public can read it.
Councilman Loffredo thanks Councilman McKeon. He appreciates that information that will then be recorded in
these minutes.
The Chair asks if there is any further discussion. The Chair notes that Corporation Counsel Dan Ryan has joined
the meeting, adding that there have been some technical difficulties.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved
unanimously with 10 aye votes. (AYE: Councilmembers Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E, Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo,
Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilmembers Blackwell and Pessina.) The matter is
approved.
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Department, Committee, Commission Reports and Grant Confirmation Approval
A.
City Clerk’s Certificate
APPROVED
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B. Monthly Reports -- Finance Department: Transfer Report to March 19, 2021
APPROVED
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C. Grant Confirmation: Health Department - reducing original grant confirmation, which was
approved by the Common Council on March 1, 2021, to appropriate fund amount of $3,220:
($14,700)
APPROVED

APRIL 5, 2021

COMMON COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING

D. Grant Confirmation: Board of Education – grant reduction ($243,192.30)
APPROVED

E. Grant Confirmation: Board of Education – miscellaneous grants: $592,214.45
APPROVED
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F. Grant Confirmation: Board of Education -- cafeteria & food services: $53,657.78
APPROVED

G. Office of Equal Opportunity & Diversity Management: Employment Activity Report – 2nd Quarter
APPROVED

Memorandum
To:

Benjamin Florsheim, Mayor, City of Middletown

From: Faith M. Jackson, Director of Equal Opportunity and Diversity Management and Affirmative Action
Officer
Date: March 12, 2021
Re:

City of Middletown Affirmative Action 2020-2021 2nd Quarter Employment Activity Report
A1-EEO1 – 1WF, 1BF, 1BM, *1HM, 1OM
B2-EEO2 – 1BF, 1 BM, *1HM, 1OM, 1TRMM
C3-EEO3 – *1WF, 1BM. 1HM, 1OM, 1TRMM
D4-EEO4 – 1WF, 2BM, 1BF, 1HM, 1OM, 1OF, 1TRMM
E5-EEO5 – 1BM, 1BF, 1HM, 1OF
F6-EEO6 – 1BM, 1BF, 2HF, 1OM, 1OF, 1TRMM
G7-EEO7– 1WF, 1BM, 1HM, 1OM
H8-EEO8 –1WF, 2BM, 1BF, *1HM, 1OF, 1OM, 1TRMM

Total Goals set for 2020-2021 ~ (46):

2nd Quarter Hires/Promotions/Terminations/Transfers/Other Results October, November, and December 2020

13 C

Dem.

1

1 BE

Sep./
Other:

11

1 RBE
3 RC
2 QC

2 BE
2C

1 RBE
1 RC
1 OC (Med. Sep.)

1C

1 QC

Two/
More
Female

18

1 BE

Two/
More
Male

Reclass.

2 BE

NH/OPI
Female

4

NH/OPI
Male

Trans.

*2 C
*1 BE
1C

AI/AN
Female

3C

AI/AN
Male

6

Asian
Female

Prom.

Asian
Male

1 BE

H/L
Female

1 BE

H/L
Male

White
Female

2

B/AA
Female

White
Male

New
Hires

B/AA
Male

Total

Other Male/Other Female
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1 O C(Med. Sep.)

Definitions:

L - Layoffs
LA - Leave of Absence
O - Other
Q - Quit
R - Retired
C - City
BE - Board of Education
T- Terminated

EEO Key: EEO1 (A-1) - Officials/Administrators
EEO2 (B-2) - Professionals
EEO3 (C-3) - Technicians
EEO4 (D-4) - Protective Service
EEO5 (E-5) - Para-Professionals
EEO6 (F-6) - Administrative Support
EEO7 (G-7) - Skilled Craft
EEO8 (H-8) - Service/Maintenance

Ethnic Codes:

Two/More Races
Asian
B/AA – Black/African American
H/L – Hispanic/Latino
AI/AN – American Indian/Alaskan Native
NH/OPI – Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander
White

*Achieved Established Goal
**Achieved a Minority Hire

Affirmative Action Recruitment Goals 2020-2021
2nd Quarter New Hires & Promotions
October, November, and December 2020

Position(s) Available
Achieved
EEO Category/Number of Goals (46)

Y/N

Number of Available

Goal(s)

Position(s)

Y/N
New

Hires/Promotions
EEO1 – Officials/Administrator (5)

Y

1

EEO2 – Professional (5)

Y
*1HM

1WF, 1BF, 1BM, *1HM, 1OM

Y

4

Y

3WM, *1

1BF, 1BM, *1HM, 1OM, 1TRMM

HM
EEO3 – Technician (5)
*1WF, 1BM, 1HM, 1OM, 1TRMM

N

EEO4 – Protective Services (8)
1WF, 2BM, 1BF, 1HM, 1OM, 1OF, 1TRMM

N

EEO5 – Paraprofessionals (4)
1BM, 1BF, 1HM, 1OF

N

EEO6 – Administrative Support (7)

Y

1

N

1WF

1BM, 1BF, 2HF, 1OM, 1OF, 1TRMM
EEO7 – Skilled Craft (4)
1WF, 1BM, 1HM, 1OM

N

EEO8 – Service Maintenance (8)

Y

2

Y

1WM / *1

1WF, 2BM, 1BF, *1HM, 1OF, 1OM, 1TRMM

HM
Total
Rev. 11/16

8
*Achieved Established Goal
**Achieved a Minority Hire

Race/Ethnicity Codes:

BM: Black /African American Male
BF: Black/African American Female
HM: Hispanic/Latino Male
HF: Hispanic/Latino Female
OM: Other Male, which includes the following: Asian Male, American Indian/Alaskan Native Male, and Native
Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander Male
OF: Other Female, which includes the following: Asian Female, American Indian/Alaskan Native Female, and
Native
Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander Female
T/MM: Two or More Races Male
T/MF: Two or More Races Female
WM: White Male
WF: White Female

The following report reflects the 2020-2021 second quarter recruitment activities results for new
hires and promotions. During this quarter, the City hired two new employees and promoted six
employees. The City achieved three of its set goals within the promotions: one Hispanic Male
promoted in EEO1, Officials/Administrator, one Hispanic Male promoted in EEO2, Professional,
and one Hispanic Male in EEO8, Service Maintenance. Of all new hires, 50% were from the
protected class: one White Female. Of the six promotions, 50% were from the protected class: three
Hispanic Males. For this quarter, hires and promotions occurred in the following departments:
Board of Ed and Fire.
Respectfully submitted by,
Faith M. Jackson, Director of Equal Opportunity and
Diversity Management and Affirmative Action Officer
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Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr. moves to approve the proposed Department, Committee, and Commission
Reports and Proposed Grant Confirmations. Councilman Anthony Mangiafico seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Vincent Loffredo asks if Finance Director Carl Erlacher is available. If not, then he asks for Fire
Chief Kronenberger.
The Clerk of the Common Council replies that both Fire Chief Kronenberger and Finance Director Erlacher are
on the meeting, and notes that Corporation Counsel Daniel Ryan would also like to speak.
Corporation Counsel Ryan states that he would like to speak about the bond change later on the agenda, noting
that that resolution needs to be by roll call vote. The Chair thanks Attorey Ryan for this reminder.
Councilman Loffredo asks Chief Kronenberger about the transfer of funds. In reviewing the document, he noted
the listing of contractual services, including a $10,000 transfer form that fund and another transfer of $86,000
being transferred. He asks for the background - an explanation – as to what was going on between February
19, 2021 and March 19, 2021.
Fire Chief Kronenberger states that contractual services were budgeted for salary and retirements. Because of
Covid, they are handling all vaccination clinics throughout the City. Their overtime budget is out of control;
however, all of the overtime that they are paying is reimbursable. At this point, he is “borrowing from Peter to
pay Paul” until FEMA gives the City the reimbursements.
Councilman Loffredo asks if the money – some $86,000 – is fully reimbursable or only in part.
Fire Chief Kronenberger replies that, if the State is reimbursing the 25 percent, then the City will be fully
reimbursed. If the State is not that program, then the FEMA reimbursement will cover 75 percent.
The Chair notes that Finance Director Carl Erlacher is available.
Councilman Loffredo replies that, had Chief Kronenberger not been available, he was hoping that Director
Erlacher would have been able to answer these questions.
The Chair asks if there is any further discussion. There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice
vote. The Chair states that the motion is approved unanimously with 10 aye votes. (AYE: Councilmembers
Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E, Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; ABSENT:
Councilmembers Blackwell and Pessina.) The matter is approved.
9. Arrigoni Bridge Project Update: Mayor Florsheim
The Mayor notes that the Arrigoni Bridge report will be brief, as it has been for the past couple of months. The
work continues. They had a meeting with the working group led by Middletown Fire Chief Kronenberger and
Portland Fire Chief Shea. The bridge work continues smoothly with traffic patterns unchanged since last month.
That work will continue for the next few months until they move into Phase 3. The good news is that, on the
Middletown side and St. Johns Square, they are in the final stages of closing out that work. After it was
mentioned last month, he brought up to the contractor and DOT (Department of Transportation) that some of
the pedestrian signals have not been updated and electrified. They confirmed that is a delay that they are
experiencing with Eversource; however, they are down to the very last one, as of about a week ago. That will
be completed very soon. The important change was at Grand and Rapallo they are creating a dedicated left
turn going from Rapallo and Grand going onto Main Street. That was one of the main reasons that this work
took place on the St. John’s Square side in the first place. That signalization is now completed and working,
noting he has received positive feedback that the change is working as a result of that signalization change.
The Chair asks if there are any questions.
Councilman Edward McKeon states that he is glad to report that the signalization is working at the crossing
from St. John’s Square to O’Rourke’s, which is across from St. Johns Square. It does work, which is good news.
He is sad to report that the left hand signal does not work, noting that he has seen dozens of people take that
left turn despite the signage. It is an enforcement issue, if that is something that we want to have happen. The
berm and the sign do not stop people from taking a left turn there. The final thing he asks is if there is any news
on making Spring Street one way.
The Chair notes that Councilman McKeon is referring to the left turn from Main onto Rapallo. The Chair explains
that the tradeoff for fixing the turn from Grand onto Main and Rapallo onto Main is that the plan has eliminated
the left turn from Main onto Rapallo. It was eliminated, but it seems that people are continuing to make that
illegal turn. That is something that we will need to continue to work on.
Councilman Eugen Nocera recounts that a friend, who is a City of Bristol official, commented on Main Street.
Initially we had concerns about the bump outs, but this official noted that the bump outs modernize the area,
creating a shorter walk time to cross the street. This Bristol City official was excited to see what was done in
Middletown and is looking to contact DOT to see what they could do as Bristol has some bump outs, too.
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Summary Report from Mayor Florsheim: Proposed Purchase of the Jackson Corrugated property on
River Road as Part of the City’s 21st Century Infrastructure Bond
The Mayor states that they have made their first, and are in the final stage of closing, on the purchase of
property, using the 21st Century Bond Fund, which were approved by this Council and voters approved last
year. The property is known as the Jackson Corrugated property, which is located on the waterfront, just south
of the Canoe Club, and Walnut Street. The addresses are 225 River Road, 27 Eastern Drive, 35 Eastern Dive,
and 41 Eastern Drive, This is a site that the City has been interested in for some time, long regarded as part on
any riverfront redevelopment project. It is not a site, until now, as it has been a privately owned site. Any
discussion of this property has always been hypothetical in terms of riverfront redevelopment. There are a
number of sites along the riverfront and they have been includes in various redevelopment scenarios over the
years. It has always been hypothetical. One of the priorities that they had in putting together the 21 st Century
Infrastructure Bond last year is for the City to acquire these properties and hold them so that they can be part
of the riverfront master plan, until we can envision what it will look like. At that point it would either stay with the
City or go back into private hands or some combination in partnership thereof, fulfilling whatever master plan
the City has. It is really important for the City to acquire these properties. This particular property has River
Road running through it, very close to the river and the waterfront. Previous proposals for the waterfront have
included a reconfiguring of River Road, to move it further back from the riverbank itself, out of the floodplain,
and more functional for potential commercial and residential development on that site. That is the backstory as
to why the site is important and why they bonded for it last year. The owner has had it on the market for some
time. There has been an increasing amount of interest in it based on the increase in real estate activity that the
City is seeing. A number of months ago, they were working on a proposal that would work for all parties involved.
There was a third party assessment involved, but they were able to come to an agreement on a price that would
work for both parties, which is $2.55M. The City is working on closing the deal, having paid a $20K deposit and
will pay $1.235M at closing. The City will receive title at that time and will pay the balance -- $1,295M in
September 2021. The reason is that the City worked with the seller to split that payment into two (2) fiscal years
on either side of July 1st in order to have a little less impact on the budget. This is something that the City is
excited about. They are also narrowing down on a master plan consultant, currently checking references for
the finalists, who have already been interviewed. The City wants to make sure that when this master plan is
developed, after many, many years of prior planning, they will be able to get running as quickly as possible.
Because this land has already been commercially and industrially developed, because it is outside of the flood
plain unlike a lot of the other properties, they see this as potentially the commercial/residential anchor for the
riverfront while keeping the rest of it more centered on passive recreation. That is the first agreement that they
are working towards. He reiterates that the Council and voters approved this bond last year. He states that
Council leadership was briefed on the purchased and that he has gotten feedback from some Councilmembers.
He states that, for the most part, he wants to be sure that any purchases made through this bond are reported
to the Common Council or gets approved by this body. He wants to work with the Council on a model that
makes sense. He just wanted to give this background for this purchase, adding that it is a step in the right
direction, He thanks everyone for supporting the bond and their ability to move it forward. He will answer any
questions, adding that Planning, Conservation & Development Director Joseph Samolis is also available for
questions.
The Chair calls on Councilwoman Linda Salafia.
Councilwoman Linda Salafia states that the Mayor has answered her first question: this will be coming to the
Common Council to approve, allowing the Mayor to sign the paperwork.
The Mayor replies that there isn’t anything scheduled now to come before the Council. He states that he is now
reporting and has talked with other Councilmembers. For future purchases, he is happy to come before the
Common Council for approval, because the funding was approved by the Council and by the voters, they did
not come formally before the Council for this purchase and they will still be moving forward with the closing.
That is something that, as a matter of process and practice, that they can do in the future.
Councilwoman Salafia states that she has several questions. First, while she does not have any disagreement
about purchasing this property, technically, the Mayor would have to get the Council’s permission to sign
paperwork even though the bond was approved. She does not believe that the Mayor can do this without
Council approval, adding that it would be prudent to come to the Council. Her second question: The Mayor
made a comment about spreading the payment over two (2) fiscal years. Councilwoman Salafia asks, if this
money so coming from the bond proceeds, who do they need to worry about fiscal years since the funds are
being paid from the bond. She asks what expenses are coming out of the General Fund that would need to be
covered. Her next question is: what is the status of the Jackson Corrugated property in terms of contamination
and where does the City stand on that.
The Mayor states that he will reply to these questions in reverse order. As to the first item, noting that Planning,
Conservation & Development Director Samolis can also chime in, another grant is being secured from the EPA
(Environmental Protection Agency) for a couple of the riverfront properties: the Peterson Oil Company property,
the Omo property. There is a $300K grant that the City won last year. They just made the selection for the
consultant, who will be doing that environmental remediation and assessment, He thinks that this item is
probably going to have something to be addressed, noting that it will likely not be the owners that they will see
at the riverfront. He reiterates that they just made that selection and it will be paid for by the EPA grant. On the
payments over the two (2) fiscal years, Councilwoman Salafia is correctly: it will not be coming out of the General
Fund, but, because it is a bond authorization, the City did not bond all $55M with the authorization. It will be
bonded project by project so the full $55M has not been borrowed by the City. Basically, it allows the City to
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borrow a smaller amount this year and a smaller amount next year instead of the larger amount this year and
take on less debt service for the City to be paying off on a shorter term basis. That was the logic.
Councilwoman Salafia notes that, technically, it is not reflected in the budget. They are going to be using money
that the City has in its bank account, not actually charging something off on the budget,
The Mayor replies that it is not reflected in the budget, as submitted, but it is not money that we have immediate
available to us. It was authorized last year to be borrowed, but it is being borrowed project by project. So it is
less about an impact on the FY21-22 budget and more about the impact on the City’s debt service for this year
and next year.
Councilwoman Salafia asks about the EPA grant. She states that she is done. She will think about her
questions.
The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera.
Councilman Eugene Nocera thanks that Mayor for putting this item on the agenda, adding that it reflects the
Mayor’s goals as well as the Council’s goals as well. As they move forward, he wants to be sure that they are
transparent for the citizens relative to these initiatives that the City is involved in. In light of is on the horizon,
with the State and federal infrastructure money that they will soon see in Middletown, they want to be certain
that they continue to present this information in this fashion so that, monthly, the Council has a status report on
initiatives They all agree that it is important and know that the Mayor does as well.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Vincent Loffredo seconds the suggestion made by Councilwoman Linda Salafia. He feels that the
Council ought to – and the Commissions and Committees of the Council -- from an economic development
point of view as well as in terms of fiscal oversight point of view. While the voters did approve it, but the Council
and the mayor have a joint role to be played as they move forward with all that is now being proposed and what
is yet to be determined is the expenditure of these dollars. He strongly endorses that before the paperwork is
finalized, it is both helpful and important that the Council does its due diligence, that it fulfills its responsibility
as the fiscal authority, authorizing the Mayor to sign various documents on behalf of the City.
The Chair calls on Councilman Edward McKeon.
Councilman Edward McKeon states that he echoes what Councilman Loffredo has said. He thinks it needs to
stronger than a report to the Council and the Committees. He believes that, by Charter, which he has been
reading, the Council is the final steward of the City and needs to know what can be handled. Just consider, as
Councilman Nocera said, the $12M that is coming to the City from the federal government. This is not
something, as he understands it – noting that he is not saying this in any punitive way – it’s just that, as
Councilman Loffredo said, it is our responsibility. More eyes looking at things like this will often make it better,
He has no objection to the purchases. They are important; that are great. It is simply that we need to keep our
ducks in order. He agrees with Councilman Nocera, Councilwoman Salafia, and Councilman Loffredo.
The Mayor states that he will respond. He asks if anyone else wants to comment. He is glad to provide a
monthly report. He is also glad to work with the Council on channels, on this funding, going forward. It is
important and we really have a lot left to do on this bond and, as Councilman McKeon alluded to, on this Federal
money, here will be different legal requirements and stipulations for different pots of money. He is proud of the
fact that they are working well together as executive and legislative branches. He wants to be sure that they
are not just meeting minimum requirements but working together in a transparent way. On this particular issue,
because there was no formal legal requirement to come back to the Council, on the other side of the picture,
the responsibility that the Council has. They were dealing with a property that had many interested buyers and
a seller, who was very motivated. They wanted to make sure . . . there was not guarantee that the City would
get this property. They worked quickly to secure it because it is such an important site. Because it had gone
through Council as part of the bond package, and because they knew that they would be reporting back to the
Council, and because that had to move on this purchase, this is why they choose the path that they did. He
does hear folks loud and clear that they will take a different approach in the future, which he is fully behind.
The Chair calls on Councilwoman Linda Salafia
Councilwoman Salafia states that, during this presentation, the Mayor stated that he has spoken with several
councilmembers, and has now stated that he has spoken with Council leadership. Having made those
comments, it is obvious that the Mayor left out some members of the Common Council, so there should be a
resolution in all cases to get the approval of the full Council. She understands that the confidential nature of
these negotiations, and would not want to do anything to prevent that, but it would behoove the Mayor to include
the whole Council in this process, at the least, by resolution confirming what has been done.
The Mayors states that is good feedback.
Councilman Edward McKeon states that he wants to clarify his comments. He heard the Mayor state the he will
make a report. Councilman McKeon believes that something stronger than a report needs to be done. The
Mayor stated that there was no legal basis to report this to the Council. He notes that this matter went to the
Planning & Zoning Commission so there was some legal responsibility and some officials in the City knew. He
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asks if the City Attorney is present. He would like to know if the City Attorney can explain the process to as to
what gets reported in a bond or not reported so that he can understand that.
The Mayor states that he uses the term “report” in addition other challenges that they have. Where appropriate,
they will take action through the Committee process. He will also bring resolutions to the full Council. He is also
happy to give an informal report, in addition to that (inaudible).
Councilman McKeon replies, “Okay.”
The Mayor states that the City Attorney Brig Smith is here.
General Counsels Brig Smith states that there are a couple of things directed. Under Connecticut General
Statutes Section 8-24, there is separate review that has to occur relative to the public purchase of property.
That in one bucket. The other bucket is that Council approval is needed when there is an appropriation. In this
case, the appropriation was through the bond ordinance. As the Mayor said, typically there would be a longer
process and more of a setup with respect to an appropriation, but, again, the exigency is that the timing, in his
judgement, the authorization in the bond ordinance itself was sufficient to proceed with a motion and purchase
and sale and, as the Mayor said, to report to the Council leadership and make sure that they are fully aware of
what is going on. It’s a little unusual, but that is the legal distinction between Planning & Zoning and the Council
appropriation process.
Councilman McKeon thanks Attorney Smith for his response. He notes that Attorney Smith said that timing was
an issue; however, there was time to take the issue to Planning & Zoning, so, it seems to him that there was
time enough to bring it to Council in the first place. He notes that is a question of the definition of the term
“appropriation.” He notes that, from his years of watching the Common Council, whether it’s a road bond or a
bond for purchase of property, it usually does take a path through the Councilmanic committees and then to
the Council. He believes that it is important that they work on the process and make sure this happens, that
we don’t get into this situation again. Thank you.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo states that they all take this matter very seriously in terms of the decisions that they make
and the expenditures, the trust and responsibility that the voters have placed in the Mayor’s hands and with the
12 members of the Common Council. He strongly suggests, adding that he does not know if the mayor will le
agreeable to this in light of the City Attorney’s comments. He suggests that a the minimum – adding that it would
not be the normal process, In light of what the Mayor has said, that report be presented to whatever appropriate
committee – Economic Development, Finance & Government, and so forth – regarding what happened along
with a resolution basically confirming – or allowing the Council to weigh in, either positively or negatively – that
the Council endorse this purchase and the reasons for the purchase and the long range nature of this purchase,
the dollars, and the manner in which this determination was made, and the value of it. He notes that
Councilwoman Salafia has raised some very important points regarding the nature of the property in terms of
funds to deal with any contamination and utilization., he is suggesting that ta the next Council meeting, the
Mayor bring forward something, having been reviewed by the appropriate committees, to ring before the Council
to at least, at this point, simply weigh in, even though it may be a matter that is somewhat resolved. He asks if
the Mayor is open to that.
The Mayor replies that he is certainly open to that, adding as long as it does not jeopardize their ability to
purchase this property. He thinks that the most important thing is that they see it through and work with the
sellers. He thinks it is also tremendously important they work together in a way that is in the best interest of the
Council and (inaudible). We can work with the legal office and the Council on a resolution that is for that purpose
(inaudible).
Councilman Loffredo replies, “Thank you, Your Honor.”
The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera.
Councilman Nocera notes that he supports what Councilman Loffredo is asking for. He states that they all feel
-as the Mayor does – that we want to have open discussion, every step of the way, on these matters, adding
that ere is ultimately a responsibility that falls to the Council. He asks if Councilman Loffredo will make this in
the form of a motion.
Councilman Loffredo replies that he does not think that, at this point, that is necessary. The word of the Mayor,
indicating that drafting by the legal department and appropriate staff, a report. An agreement has been reached
that it would utilize X, Y, and Z funds. He does not think a resolution – he might be called out of order – and is
not, at this time ready to do that. He was speaking and he wanted to share that in this meeting: whether the
Mayor is open to that consideration. It is on the record that the Mayor is, which, at this stage, is fine. He would
assume that, at the next Council meeting in May, they will have some document brought forward at that time.
He asks if that is correct.
The Chair replies, “Yes, that is correct.” The Chair asks if there is any further discussion on this. There being
one, he thanks the Council and adds that he is looking forward to working with them. The will now turn
discussion to the issue of vaccinations.
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10. Covid-19 & Vaccination Update: Health Department, Acting Director Kevin Elak
This report will be presented by Fire Chief Kronenberger and Health Department Intern Katie Willebrand.
Chief Kronenberger states that he is stepping in for Acting Health Director Kevin Elak, who has a much deserved
day off. They are working together on the vaccination clinics. They are still facing an uphill battle, but are
making headway with vaccinations. At the moment, the City currently has 126 active cases, with only eight (8)
hospitalizations, which is good news. The biggest demographic getting hit with Covid is ages 20 to 29. Looking
at the data, which the health Department supplies, they have done a remarkable job vaccinating. They have
worked backwards from age 75 and the vaccinations are now open to anyone ages 18+. We are starting to see
the older demographic diminish on the Covid positive cases with the younger demographic coming in. With
everyone being in the demographic for vaccination, he is hopeful that we will see those numbers dwindle.
Looking at the State reports, they expect a spike around April 21st, which is not a surprise. It comes after the
Easter holiday when people were traveling or getting together it family. Let’s hope that we can keep that at a
minimum. They have deployed 6,644 doses to date. Citywide, there were 6, 368, who are fully vaccinated. They
also deployed 597 does of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. With clinics, they have been really plugging away
with the help of the Senior Center. They also have one more Dose #2 clinic at the Senior Center, which he
believes is schemed for April 15th. That will finish up anyone who wanted the vaccine in the 65+ age group.
They have started doing weekly outreach with people, who cannot get to them that is going very well. They
started doing targeted populations, they went out to Monarca Place and Sbona Towers. They had a great clinic
through the Chamber of Commerce last week, vaccinating over 100 people. They are going to continue doing
the weekly clinics at AME Zion, noting it has worked out very well. This week, they have started hitting the
business community with bigger populations. They have three (3) clinics set up this week, adding that the only
limiting factor is the amount of vaccine that they get. They are well equipped and can run mass vaccination, if
needed. They have the equipment to set up drive-thru clinks. Right now, it is very efficient to run 100, 200, or
even 300 dose clinics out of Mile lane, which has been used as a vaccination site. It is working very well. While
he may not have done justice to Acting Director Elak with this report, he offers to answer any questions, if he
can. He adds that there is also a written report available to the Council.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo states that he understands that the vaccine is now available to age 16. The question has
come up, so where are we in terms of scheduling a clinic at the high school.
Fir Chirr Kronenberger replies that they cannot do that. Pfizer is the only vaccine that has been approved for
under age 18 and, because that vaccine has to be diluted, they have opted not to use Pfizer. They have been
deploying Moderna and Johnson & Johnson.
Councilman Loffredo asks if the 16, the under 18 group (inaudible).
Chief Kronenberger replies, “No,” noting that Moderna and Johnson & Johnson have not been approved and is
limited to 18+.
Councilman Edward McKeon offers a comment on the school situation: the schools are working with the
Community Health Center. They have already begin registering students ages 16 and older -- senior – and they
are moving through the classes. Once that is done, he believes that there is a clinic scheduled for April 18th for
Middletown High.
Councilman Loffredo asks if the Health Department is involved in that clinic or not.
Councilman McKeon replies that he thinks that they (Health Department) are aware of it, but (inaudible).
Chief Kronenberger replies that the health departments are usually involved. He notes that the Community
Health Center administered vaccine to teachers and, as the Councilman stated, they would be doing the
younger groups as well. They are using Pfizer, which the City is not.
Councilman Nocera notes that it does not go unnoticed that the City departments are doing tremendous work,
in collaboration with the Community Health Center and all of the agencies such as Middlesex Health and the
Mayor’s leadership. The greatness is sometime overlooked because we are doing so much that people think it
is being open this way everywhere. It’s not. He wants to commend everyone involved in the Middletown effort.
Councilman McKeon echoes Councilman Nocera’s concern, everyone involved – the Health Department and
its staff, the Fire Depoartment, the emergency center – they are doing a great job. One more piece of information
the Wesleyan students are going to have a day devoted to the student. For that day, they are going to get the
Johnson & Johnson vaccine.
The Chair thanks everyone for their comments, many other communities are not doing what Middletown is
doing here: the outreach (inaudible). It is a credit to the Health Department and Chief Kronenberger and to
everyone here. He adds that the Health Department intern, Katie Willebrand, is also here, coming out of Yale.
The Chair states that he does not want to put her on the spot, but she may also have some data to share.
Katie Willebrand state that Chief Kronenberger covered that material. Speaking from a public health
perspective, she has been looking at the numbers from all over the country. Connecticut, and Middletown, in
general, are doing a really good job. It is the work of the Medical Reserve Corps, the Fire Department, and the
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Health Department, She is really happy to be helping here. If anyone has questions about the vaccine, they can
visit the City of Middleton Public health website. There is Covid information to check out.
The Chair thanks them for the reports and their ongoing work.
11. Payment of all City bills when properly approved
Councilman Darnell Ford moves to pay all City bills when properly approved. Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.
seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion is approved unanimously by a vote of
11-0 (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico,
McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilman Pessina) The matter is approved.
12. Resolutions, Ordinances, etc.
A. Approving that $14,910 of the Art Support Services Grant (FY 20/21) be allocated as follows for
general operating and/or project support: Tre Davis $3,000.00; Connecticut Ballet $2,500.00; New
Haven Symphony Orchestra $5,000.00; Sarada Nori $2,000.00; Artists for World Peace $2,410.00;
TOTAL $14,910.00; and that any agency receiving an Arts & Culture Office grant award must comply
with the new matching fund ordinance.
APPROVED
RESOLUTION No: 23-21; K: review/ resolution/ Arts Grant RES 23-21 – 5 April 2021
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: That Arts & Culture
Office requests that $14,910 of the Art Support Services Grant (FY 20/21) be allocated as follows for
general operating and/or project support:
Organization
Tre Davis
Connecticut Ballet
New Haven Symphony Orchestra
Sarada Nori
Artists for World Peace
TOTAL

Amount
$3,000.00
$2,500.00
$5,000.00
$2,000.00
$2,410.00
$14,910.00

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: That any agency
receiving an Arts & Culture Office grant award must comply with the new matching fund ordinance.
Fiscal Impact: There is no new fiscal impact; the funds are budgeted for FY20/21.

Councilman Edward Ford, Jr. reads the resolution and moves to approve. Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.
seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilwoman Linda Salafia.
Councilwoman Linda Salafia sees that two or three of the five groups are not Middletown-based
organizations. She asks if there is an explanation.
Councilman Edward McKeon offers to reply. All of these organizations have programs in Middletown, and
have had programs here for many years. For example, the New Haven Symphony and Connecticut Ballet
both have programs for youth in Middletown. They have been very successful getting kids involved. He
believes that these are the two organizations based outside of Middletown.
Councilwoman Salafia asked how, generally, do they handle the matching funds matter. She is sure that the
New Haven Symphony does have matching funds. She asks if the organization has to have matching funds
for their program in Middletown or is it just generally.
Councilman McKeon explains that the organizations are supposed to provide a report to the Arts
Commission at the end of the year. This year there was a question about some groups this year since they
did not have matching funds due to Covid. The reports are read carefully. The entire Commission meets.
The applicants provide a detailed report along with the report of the previous year. It is reviewed to make
sure that everything has been done. He cannot swear that matching funds are always there, but he notes
that they do a very good job reviewing the grantees.
Councilwoman Salafia thanks Councilman McKeon for this information.
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion is approved unanimously by
a vote of 11-0 (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo,
Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilman Pessina) The matter is approved.
B. ORDINANCE: Approving that Chapter 272 ("Taxation") Article I ("Tax Abatements, Exemptions,
Deferral and Incentive Programs") of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Middletown be amended
to add Section 272-17 ("Historical Structure Rehabilitation Tax Abatement"), to preserve historical
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and culturally significant buildings within the City's boundaries and to help facilitate the
rehabilitation of historic and culturally significant structures.
APPROVED
ORDINANCE NO: K: review/ ordinance/Historic Prop Tax Abatement ORD 03-21 --- 5 April 2021
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: That Section 272-17
of Chapter 272, Article I of the Middletown Code of Ordinances be added as follows:
CHAPTER 272. TAXATION
Article I. Tax Abatements, Exemptions, Deferral and Incentive Programs
§ 272-17 Historical Structure Rehabilitation Tax Abatement
A. INTRODUCTION. The City of Middletown wishes to preserve our historical and culturally significant
buildings within the City’s boundaries. In order to help facilitate the rehabilitation of our historic and
culturally significant structures, the City may abate taxes on property deemed to be a “Historic Property,”
as defined herein that incentivizes property owners and developers to reinvest in the historic fabric of our
community.
B. DEFINITIONS. As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meaning indicated:
OWNER
Any person or entity owning or proposing to acquire an interest in real property in the City of Middletown,
which property is classified as a Historic Property, as such term is defined herein.
PROJECT
The proposed rehabilitation of Historic Property, as such term is defined herein.
HISTORIC PROPERTY
Any real estate situated in a Historical District designated pursuant to C.G.S. § 7-147b as a contributing
property to the Historical District or real estate listed on the National Register of Historic Places, State
Register of Historic Places, or designated as a property of local significance by the City and in consultation
with the Greater Middletown Preservation Trust and the Middlesex County Historical Society as needed.
The City shall work with the Greater Middletown Preservation Trust and the Middlesex County Historical
Society to maintain a list of Historic Structures and Sites within the City.
C. ADOPTION OF STATUTE. The City of Middletown adopts this section pursuant to the provisions
contained in C.G.S. § 12-127a, as amended.
D. APPLICABILITY. Any Project for which an abatement of real property taxes on a Historic Property is
sought pursuant to this section must meet the following requirements:
(1) The property must be a Historic Property.
(2) The Owner must demonstrate to the satisfaction of the City, in its sole and absolute discretion, that the
taxes imposed on such Historic Property are a material factor threatening the continued existence of the
Historic Property, necessitating either its demolition or remodeling in a manner which destroys its historical
or architectural value if an abatement is not given.
(3) A minimum of $15,000 in qualified rehabilitation expenditures must be incurred to qualify. Qualified
rehabilitation expenditures are hard costs associated with the structural rehabilitation of the Historic
Property itself; site improvements and non-construction costs are excluded.
(4) The majority of the structural rehabilitation project must include work that preserves the historic building
fabric and/or character-defining features of the Historic Property.
(5) Property owner shall demonstrate compliance with the United States Secretary of Interior’s Standards
for Rehabilitation when developing a rehabilitation plan for a Historic Property.
(6) The Owner, or any members, associates, or individuals that are a member or officer of the entity with
which the Owner is associated, and any other entity with which the Owner may be associated shall not be
delinquent in the payment of any taxes, charges, or assessments to the City of Middletown.
E. ABATEMENT PROGRAM. Real Estate taxes on a Historic Property may be abated, in whole or in
part, for a period of up to ten (10) years. Any tax abatement agreement entered into pursuant to this
section will run with the land on the Historic Property, and can be assigned, with the written consent of the
City of Middletown, to a subsequent Owner of the same Historic Property.
F. TAX ABATEMENT AGREEMENTS.
(1) Approval Process
(a) To apply for an abatement of taxes in accordance with this section, the Owner shall submit an
application, on a form prescribed by the City of Middletown, to the Mayor's Office and the Development
Office concurrently.
(b) Once the application has been deemed satisfactorily completed by the Development Office and the
Mayor's Office, such application shall then be referred to the Design Review Preservation Board (DRPB)
for its review of the proposed rehabilitation of the Historic Property. Upon favorable review by the DRPB,
the application shall then be forwarded to the Economic Development Committee.
(c) The Economic Development Committee shall review the application to determine whether such
application conforms to and complies with the provisions of this section and all other applicable statutes
and regulations. Each application shall be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. If the application receives a
favorable recommendation from the Economic Development Committee, the Economic Development
Committee shall report its favorable recommendation to the Common Council, who shall then act upon the
application.
(d) All applications for the abatement of taxes pursuant to this section that receive a favorable
recommendation from the Economic Development Committee shall go to the Common Council for its
review. The Common Council shall only act upon the application by ordinance; said ordinance shall include
the fixed period of time, and percentage of abatement of taxes for each year. If the Common Council
approves the application, the Mayor shall execute a tax abatement agreement with the Owner, pursuant
to the details as outlined in the ordinance approved by the Common Council.
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(2) Required provisions. All agreements for the abatement of taxes entered into pursuant to this section
shall contain the following provisions:
(a) If the structure on the Historic Property is demolished or remodeled in a way which destroys its
architectural or historical value, as determined by the City in its sole and absolute discretion, the City may
terminate the tax abatement agreement immediately, and all taxes that would have been owed to the City
during the pendency of the tax abatement agreement, including accrued interest, otherwise due to the City
of Middletown, shall become immediately due and payable.
(b) In the event the Owner, or any members, associates, or individuals that are a member or officer of the
entity with which the Owner is associated, and any other entity with which the Owner may be associated
is delinquent in any and all taxes, charges, or assessments due to the City of Middletown at any point
during the duration of the tax abatement agreement, the City may terminate the tax abatement agreement
immediately, and all taxes that would have been owed to the City during the pendency of the tax abatement
agreement, including accrued interest otherwise due to the City of Middletown, shall become immediately
due and payable.
(c) If the tax abatement is assigned in accordance with this ordinance and by consent of the City of
Middletown, failure or inability of a new owner to comply with any of the conditions of this section, shall
result in immediate termination of the tax abatement agreement and all taxes that would have been owed
to the City during the pendency of the tax abatement agreement, including accrued interest, otherwise due
to the City of Middletown, shall become immediately due and payable.
(d) In the event that construction is not commenced or completed, as the case may be, within the time
period prescribed in the agreement, including any extensions provided for in the agreement, then any
agreement entered into pursuant to this section may be immediately terminated and all taxes that would
have been owed to the City during the pendency of the tax abatement agreement, including accrued
interest, otherwise due to the City of Middletown, shall become immediately due and payable.

Councilwoman Jeannette Blackwell moves to approve the proposed ordinance. Councilwoman Linda
Salafia seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilwoman Blackwell
Councilwoman Blackwell states that, beyond the aesthetics of historical structures, we know that historical
buildings help define a community. Because of that, they wanted to offer an incentive to anyone, who is
interested in purchasing or protecting a historical structure. They also know that it is interesting to discover
that, when you restore a historical building, it helps reduce the carbon footprint. As an incentive, this
resolution offers a tax abatement. There have been a lot of recent discussions about tax abatements. It is
really important that we speak to the accountability of this resolution. She asks Planning, Conservation &
Development Director Samolis to speak to this ordinance. She states that she was having technical
difficulties. She was struggling with getting on. She believes that she missed the City historian’s letter that
was read into the record. She is hearing, “No.” She thought that she saw some communication, and
apologizes. For this particular resolution, she thinks that it is important to note that there was a lot of
collaboration from Ms. Shapiro. This resolution went to the Economic Development Commission and was
vetting by the General Counsel Commission. She wants to emphasize this, especially for everyone
listening. She reiterates that this resolution was fully vetted. She again asks Director Samolis to speak to
the accountability aspect of this resolution.
Director Samolis thanks the Council for taking time to consider this ordinance to allow for rehabilitation of
the fabric of the community. For those who did not see the correspondence from City Historian Deborah
Shapiro, who is also on the Historical Society, it was a passionate plea for the Council to consider this
ordinance, so that we do not forget about out past. It is important so that we do not recreate the issues that
we previously experienced. We learn from it and continue to progress from it. In terms of the question or
comment about accountability, in Section 6 of the proposed ordinance, we have, at pages 2 and 3 of the
document, it specifically outlines what the applicant or property owner has to do to maintain the abatement.
For clarification: the abatement if for up to 10 years and can be up to a full abatement of property taxes. It
is incumbent on the applicant at the time of application to demonstrate the need for the abatement to
salvage or save the building on the historic site. That permission will then be funneled to the Mayor’s office
for consideration and the preservation board, which is already in existence. A lot of the site plans specifically
go to along the major corridors and then downtown. From there, it would be sent to the Economic
Development Commission for consideration, and then to the Common Council for final determination of an
abatement. These are the general steps. Following that, if the applicant is granted an abatement, they must
then maintain the structure for the period of the abatement, and in accordance with the Department of
Interior Standards for Rehabilitation. These standards are adopted nationally as well as at the State level.
The applicant or property owner has to maintain the site, and maintain the historic integrity of the site after
the rehabilitation. If, at any time, that fails to happen, the City has fallback provisions where it can actually
void the agreement and require the repayment of the abatement, plus interest. The City would be made
whole for someone not maintaining the historic fabric of the community. He hopes that his, generally,
answers the question, He urges the Council to approve this ordinance. As the Mayor alluded to in
discussion, early on, in terms of the excitement about the real estate market, both in terms of the River
Road property – it is everywhere. He thinks that Councilman McKeon mentioned two (2) multi-family historic
towns, located outside the Downtown Village District, and in a different zone in town. This ordinance could
allow for preservation of homes, or sites like that, especially in areas of dense neighborhood such as those
two (2) structures. It has great potential to allow for redevelopment and reuse of our historic homes.
Testimony of Deborah D. Shapiro, Municipal Historian, 55 Clover Street, Middletown for the proposed
Historic Property Tax Abatement Ordinance
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Historic preservation helps keep communities beautiful, vibrant, and livable, and gives people a stake in
their surroundings. It connects people with their past, and with one another. ... Historic buildings provide
a sense of stability and provide a tangible link with the past that all can experience.
An article from the National Trust for Historic Preservation lists 6 practical reasons to save old buildings.
1. Old buildings have intrinsic value. (they are built with higher quality materials)
2. When you tear down an old building, you never know what’s being destroyed. (hidden
gems when you start to look within the structure)
3. New businesses prefer old buildings.
4. Old buildings attract people.
5. Old buildings are reminders of a city’s culture and complexity.
6. Regret goes only one way. By that is meant that once a building is gone, it is gone.
The City of Middletown’s website says: “The city of Middletown is committed to preserving its historic
heritage. Therefore, Middletown has taken a number of steps to help residents and developers in
Middletown understand and conform with the letter and spirit of local, state, and federal guidelines and/or
regulations pertaining to historic buildings and districts.” This proposal will further this commitment to
preserving Middletown’s historic heritage.
During the City’s phase of Redevelopment in the 1960s and 1970s, other than the buildings that William
Raveis is in and the Armory, all the buildings from Main Street to the river, Union Street to Court Street
were razed with only several being rescued by John Reynolds that now stand on the west side of Main
Street by the South Green. A number of sea captain’s houses and other buildings that represented the
city’s development over 3 centuries were lost to the bulldozer. What a story they would tell if at least some
of them were still with us. A gentleman I know from Newburyport, Massachusetts whose ancestors were
from Middletown told me that in the redevelopment era, Middletown got Federal money, but Newburyport
did not. As a result, Newburyport rehabilitated its old buildings and it is now a tourist destination. As the
Municipal Historian, I strongly advocate the passage of the historic structure tax abatement program in
order to encourage and facilitate the rehabilitation of our historic structures that contribute so positively to
the fabric of life in Middletown. Although we cannot bring back what was lost, we can work to save what
we still have.

The Chair calls on Councilman Edward McKeon.
Councilman McKeon has a question for Director Samolis. He states that he hopes that this ordinance is
approved. He asks Director Samolis how soon this ordinance would go into effect.
Director Samolis replies that it would go into effect immediately. If it passes this week, he hopes to have
the draft application to bring forward to the Economic Development Commission for review at next week’s
meeting.
Councilman McKeon notes that he has already been contacted by a resident about this ordinance, having
seen the item on the Council agenda. He notes that he is speaking from a room that was built in 1886,
made possible by Federal grants that he received through HUD (Housing & Urban Development) and the
Historic Conservation Commission. As someone who has fought for historic preservation in Middletown,
this is a great ordinance and he fully supports it. He urges the Councilmembers to approve.
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo.
Councilman Loffredo has a question for Director Samolis. He notes that Director Samolis mentioned that
the abatement lasts. For clarification, it is for 10 years and what happens after that. Is it for the life of the
property? What about ownership: the person who owns and maintains the property that has been provided
for.
Director Samolis states that the abatement would be for up to 10 years. The State statute, that authorizes
municipalities to offer abatements of this nature, leaves it open ended. The City could abate taxes in
perpetuity, if it wanted to. To keep things consistent with what we have in terms of standard tax incentives,
we decided to stat with 10 years to see how that goes. This ordinance is capped at 10 years, and, like it
said, it is up to 100 percent of the property taxes, but it does not necessarily mean (inaudible). It is ultimately
incumbent upon the applicant to demonstrate a hardship, the need for the abatement, the value of the
abatement needed to maintain or rehabilitate that structure. It could be the full tax bill for five (5) years or it
could be a 10-year abatement at 50 percent. We are willing to bend on a case by case scenario which we
are willing to work with the property owner on their application to determine and to bring forward to the
Council as their incentive to save the historic structure.
Councilman Loffredo states that the State defines a historic structure by age. He asks Director Samolis
what the basis is for a building to be an historic structure. He asks Director Samolis if he has a definition.
Is it by statute? What are we using?
Director Samolis replies, saying that is a great question. Depending on what the mechanism for inclusion
on the local list, the local inventory list. If it is on the Federal National Register property list, there are
standards – criteria - under which a property must meet. By age, anything 50 years of age or older is eligible
for being historic. That doesn’t necessarily make it historic. There are other criteria that make it historic.
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That is the same at the State level, using the Department of Interior Standards, adding that is what
Middletown will use, as well, when looking at local properties of significant historic interest. In the ordinance,
we will work with the City’s historic preservation agency to make sure that itemize and locate properties
that are truly significant.
The Chair calls on Councilman Grady Falkner, Jr.
Councilman Faulkner appreciate that Director Samolis has filled the Council in as he was wondering where
this ordinance was coming from. Is it actually going to be for properties that are already existing and owned
or does it happen when the property changes hands?
Director Samolis replies that it doesn’t have to come into play when a property changes hands; rather, it is
for anyone, who owns a historic structure. We have an inventory of about 1,200 properties on our historic
inventor list. So anyone can apply.
Councilman Faulkner asks if the State or federal government is involved in the historical designation, adding
that he is curious as to what someone inspects these properties needs to make sure it is being kept up. He
asks if any of this happens.
Director Samolis replies that, at the national level, anyone making a nomination goes through the
Department of the Interior for National Register designation. Anything on the State level goes through the
State Historic Presentation Office at the State Department of Economic and Community Development on
the State inventory. Here, locally, it is done by the Grater Middletown Historic Presentation Trust along with
the Historical Society.
Councilman Faulkner asks what office will maintain records of properties being fixed up.
Director Samolis relies that this office will maintain these records, codified in an ordinance and recorded on
the land record. Anytime that a property transfers, that abatement is still applicable and the conditions of
that abatement are applicable. It would transfer with the property.
Councilman Faulkner thanks Director Samolis for this clarification, he notes that, in reading the ordinance,
it states that ‘we may abate” as opposed to the normal abatement which is economically based. We get
pressured into giving out abatements. It is good to see that it has the word ”may” in there.
Councilman Eugene Nocera asks the Chair if he may offer a point of order.
The Chair replies that Councilwoman Blackwell is trying to jumbo in, he will go to Councilwoman Blackwell
first and then to Councilman Nocera.
Councilwoman Blackwell states that she will yield to Majority Leader Nocera.
Councilman Nocera states that it is a point of order, responding to Councilman McKeon’s questions to when
the ordinance would go into effect. He explains that it is his understandings that an ordinance has a 15 day
waiting period, in the event of an appeal. He does not expect an appeal, but it is no immediate There is a
15 day wait until after publication. Councilman Nocera asks Corporation Counsel Dan Ryan if that is correct.
Corporation Counsel Dan Ryan replies, “That is correct.”
Councilman Faulkner states that he has one additional questions, if he may. Are these repairs as opposed
to improvements? Is this what the focus is?
Director Samolis replies that is not “repairs” in the sense of someone replacing vinyl siding on their home.
Habitation of an historic structure means bringing it back to its original integrity, using similar materials and
techniques used in the original structure. It is a little bit more intense, and, thus, more expensive, Longterm, it keeps the integrity of the structure for a longer period of time.
The Chair calls on Councilwoman Blackwell.
Councilwoman Blackwell states that she wants to add, as Director Samolis as stated, that there is an
application process and, so, because of that, someone cannot just say, “My house is a historic structure.”
It has to go through an application process. If a house has vinyl siding, probably not. She wants to
emphasize that Director Samolis worked very hard to bring this reposition forward. He collaborated with a
lot of people in the City. She wants to thank him publicly for his efforts and to everyone who collaborated
with him.
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion is approved unanimously by
a vote of 11-0 (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo,
Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilman Pessina) The matter is approved.
C. ORDINANCE: Approving that Chapter 253 ("Solid Waste"), Section 253-15 ("Bulky waste,
construction waste and oversized municipal solid waste tipping fee schedule") of the Code of
Ordinances of the City of Middletown be amended to create a separate pickup fee for mattresses
and box springs.
APPROVED:
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ORDINANCE NO: 04-21; K: review / ordinance/ Mattress ORD 04-21 – 5 April 2021
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN that section 25315 of the Middletown Code of Ordinances (Boards, Committees, and Commission) be amended as
follows:
§ 253-15. Bulky waste, construction waste and oversized municipal solid waste tipping fee
schedule. [Added 5-12-1988; amended 3-5-1990; 7-6-1993; 12-4-2000; 7-1-2002]
A. Fee schedule; pickup.
1. Unless otherwise provided by agreement authorized by the Common Council, bulky waste,
construction waste and oversized municipal solid waste by Middletown residents or businesses located
in Middletown when accepted at the Middletown Transfer Station located on Johnson Street,
Middletown, Connecticut, shall be subject to the following established and approved fee schedule.
Alternate private sites may be provided by the City of Middletown in which case the fees will be
established by the operator of the site.
2. All property owners or tenants, including those residing within the Sanitation District, may have bulky
waste or oversized municipal solid waste, as those terms are defined in § 253-15, picked up from their
residences by scheduling an appointment with the Public Works Department. The fee for such service
shall be set by the Public Works Commission based upon projected expenses for the service. The
Public Works Commission shall report the amount of the fee to the Common Council. The Common
Council may act to revise the amount of the fee. If the Council does not act on the matter, the fee shall
remain as set by the Public Works Commission. Fees for pick-ups shall be pre-paid either through a
secure system online, in person in the Public Works Department or by mail to the Department.
[Added 7-6-2009 by Ord. No. 41-09]
3. The Department shall establish a separate fee to pick up mattresses and box springs from residences
as described in Section 253-15 (2). The fee shall be per unit and shall be set by the Public Works
Commission based on projected expenses for the service. The Public Works Commission shall report
the amount of the fee to the Common Council. The Common Council may act to revise the amount of
the fee. If the Council does not act on the matter, the fee shall remain as set by the Public Works
Commission. Fees for mattress and box spring pickups shall be pre-paid either through a secure online
system, in person in the Public Works Department or by mail to the Department.

Councilman Darnell Ford moves to approve the proposed ordinance. Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.
seconds the motion.
The Chair indicated that Public Works Director William Russo is available for questions.
Director Russo states that this ordinance is simply an addition to the existing bulky waste ordinance. The
fee that was set by the Public Works & Facilities Commission at $36, which would be for curbside pickup.
It costs the City $30 to get rid of the mattress, noting that the $6 is a modest operating cost. People will still
be able to go to the recycling center with a mattress and it will still be free. What they have to do now to
pay for a mattress: it has to be dry and clean. When the public brings it down, they handle it and place it in
a bin. He reiterates that it will still be free to do so. As for curbside pickup, there are some that are left out
there, so that is where a charge will be. They never get complaints about the fee, people find it convenient.
They don’t need to take a day off from work or worry about not having a truck. He reiterates that he has
never received a complaint about the fees. It is not a profit making; rather it is to pay the bill to get rid of
the material.
The Chair asks if there is any other discussion. The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera.
Councilman Nocera states that the ordinance was approved unanimously by the Public Works & Facilities
Commission. They were also unanimous as to the fee for reasons that Director Russo just explained.
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion is approved unanimously by
a vote of 11-0 (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo,
Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilman Pessina) The matter is approved.
D. Approving the allocation of the CARES ACT CDBG Funding to the following Middletown Small
Business; The Whey Stationary, LLC - $5,000.00; Caffery Dance and Gymnastics - $5,000.00; The
Hair Spray -- $5,000.00; and that the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute all contractual paperwork
necessary to facilitate the allocation of these Grants, subject to review and approval by the office
of General Counsel as to form and content.
APPROVED
RESOLUTION No. 24-21; K: review/ PCD CARES Act RES 24-21 – 5 April 2021
WHEREAS, the City of Middletown Common Council adopted Resolution No. 28-20 on May 4, 2020; and
WHEREAS, the resolution allowed the City of Middletown to reprogram and program additional
Community development Block Grant (CDBG) during the COVID-19 epidemic; and
WHEREAS, the allocated funding was appropriated to develop small-business economic relief grants for
businesses within the City of Middletown; and
WHEREAS, the US Department of Housing and Urban Development has approved of the use of the
funding for this purpose; and
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WHEREAS, the City Department of Planning, Conservation and Development has opened the application
process for these grant funds starting on June 8, 2020; and
WHEREAS, the Department of Planning, Conservation and Development has been assisting small
businesses in the application process to ensure eligibility for the CDBG funding; and
WHEREAS, the Economic Development Commission met on March 9, 2021 to review completed
applications and has approved to move forward those that have qualified; and
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:
The Common Council hereby approves the allocation of the CARES ACT CDBG Funding to the following
Middletown Small Business;
The Whey Stationary, LLC
Caffery Dance and Gymnastics
The Hair Spray

$5,000.00
$5,000.00
$5,000.00

And, The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute all contractual paperwork necessary to facilitate the
allocation of these Grants, subject to review and approval by the office of General Counsel as to form and
content.
FINANCIAL IMPACT: These grants are funded through CARES-ACT funding and re-allocated previous
year entitlement grants.

Councilman Anthony Gennaro, Sr. moves to approve the proposed resolution. Councilman Edward Ford,
Jr. seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion is approved unanimously by a vote
of 11-0 (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico,
McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilman Pessina) The matter is approved.
E. Approving the issuance and sale of up to $14,000,000 for the costs associated with the City of
Middletown General Obligation Refunding Bonds necessary for the Clean Water Fund Permanent
Loan Obligations.
APPROVED
Resolution No: 25-21; K: review/ resolution/ FIN refunding $14M -- RES 25-21– 5 April 2021
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF UP TO $14,000,000 FOR THE
COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH CITY OF MIDDLETOWN GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:
Section 1. General Obligation Refunding Bonds of the City of Middletown, Connecticut (the “City”)
in a principal amount of not more than $14,000,000 (the “Refunding Bonds”) are hereby authorized to be
issued in one or more series and in such amount or such lesser amount as shall be necessary to refund all
or any portion of one or more series of the City’s outstanding Clean Water Fund Permanent Loan Obligations
(Projects CWF 371-C, CWF 362-C, CWF 362-CD1, CWF 207-CSL and CWF 487-DC) (collectively, the “Prior
Obligations”), including the payment of principal, interest and any call premium on such Prior Obligations, as
determined by the Mayor and the City Treasurer to be in the best interest of the City for the purpose of
achieving net present value savings and/or to moderate debt service payments and to finance such additional
costs and expenses related thereto, as the Mayor and the City Treasurer shall approve for the funding of
necessary and appropriate financing and/or issuance costs including, but not limited to, legal, advisory,
escrow fees, credit enhancement, verification fees, investment fees, net temporary interest, trustee,
underwriters’ discount and printing and administrative expenses.
Section 2. The Refunding Bonds shall be issued in fully registered form, be executed in the
name and on behalf of the City by the facsimile or manual signatures of the Mayor and the City Treasurer,
bear the City seal or a facsimile thereof, be certified by a bank or trust company, which bank or trust
company may be designated the registrar and transfer agent, be payable at a bank or trust company, and
be approved as to their legality by Pullman & Comley, LLC, Attorneys-at-Law. The Refunding Bonds shall
be general obligations of the City and each of the Refunding Bonds shall recite that every requirement of
law relating to its issue has been duly complied with, that such Refunding Bond is within every debt and
other limit prescribed by law, and that the full faith and credit of the City are pledged to the payment of
the principal thereof and interest thereon.
Section 3. The Mayor and the City Treasurer are hereby authorized to determine the aggregate
principal amount of the Refunding Bonds, the annual installments of principal, date, maturity, prices, interest
rates (whether fixed or variable), form, redemption provisions, if any, the certifying registrar and transfer agent,
the manner of sale or other terms and conditions of the Refunding Bonds, including the terms of any reserve
that might be established as authorized herein and whether any of the Refunding Bonds issued will be
issued as taxable bonds, all in such a manner as the Mayor and the City Treasurer shall determine to be in
the best interests of the City and in accordance with the General Statutes of Connecticut, Revision of 1958,
as amended (the “Connecticut General Statutes”), and to take such actions and to execute such documents,
or designate other officials or employees of the City to take such actions and to execute such documents, as
deemed to be necessary or advisable and in the best interests of the City by the Mayor and the City Treasurer
in order to issue, sell and deliver the Refunding Bonds.
Section 4. The Mayor and the City Treasurer may irrevocably call for redemption such maturities of
the Prior Obligations, as they determine to refund from the proceeds of the Refunding Bonds and other
moneys as they may be determined to make available for this purpose, and to defease such Prior Obligations
by executing and delivering an escrow agreement in such form and upon such terms as they shall approve,
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such approval to be conclusively evidenced by their execution thereof. The Mayor and the City Treasurer
are further authorized to appoint an escrow agent, a verification agent to verify the sufficiency of the
escrow investments and other professionals, and to execute and deliver any and all escrow, investment
and other agreements necessary to provide for the payment when due of the principal of and interest and
redemption premium, if any, on the Prior Obligations.
Section 5. The net proceeds of the sale of the Refunding Bonds, after payment of costs of
issuance, if required, shall be deposited in an escrow agreement and invested in appropriate legal
investments including, but not limited to, non-callable direct obligations of, or obligations guaranteed by,
the United States of America, or any other investments permitted by the Connecticut General Statutes,
all of which shall not be callable or pre-payable, the principal of and interest on which, when due, shall be
in an amount sufficient to pay the principal of, interest and redemption premium, if any, on the Prior
Obligations at maturity, or to redeem the Prior Obligations at the redemption price prior to maturity,
pursuant to the plan of refunding.
Section 6. The Refunding Bonds are to be sold by the Mayor and the City Treasurer in a competitive
offering or by negotiation in their discretion. If sold in a competitive offering, the Refunding Bonds shall be
sold at not less than par and accrued interest on the basis of the lowest net or true interest cost to the City. If
the Refunding Bonds are sold by negotiation, the provisions of the bond purchase agreement shall be
approved by the Mayor and the City Treasurer.
Section 7. The Mayor and the City Treasurer are hereby authorized, if they determine it is in the
City’s best interests, to acquire, on behalf of the City, bond insurance or other forms of credit enhancement
guaranteeing the Refunding Bonds on such terms as the Mayor and the City Treasurer determine to be
appropriate, such terms to include, but not be limited to, those relating to fees, premiums and other costs and
expenses incurred in connection with such credit enhancement, the terms of payment of such expenses and
costs and such other undertakings as the issuer of the credit enhancement shall require.
Section 8. In connection with the issuance of the Refunding Bonds authorized herein, the City
may exercise any power delegated to municipalities pursuant to Section 7-370b, including the authority
to enter into agreements managing interest rate risk. The Mayor and the City Treasurer, on behalf of the
City, shall execute and deliver such reimbursement agreements, letter of credit agreement, credit
facilities, remarketing, standby marketing agreements, standby bond purchase agreements, and any
other commercially necessary or appropriate agreements which are necessary, appropriate or desirable
in connection with or incidental to the sale and issuance of the Refunding Bonds.
Section 9. The Mayor and the City Treasurer are hereby authorized, on behalf of the City, to enter
into agreements or otherwise covenant for the benefit of bondholders to provide information on an annual or
other periodic basis to the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board (“MSRB”) and to provide notices to the
MSRB of material events as enumerated in Securities and Exchange Commission Exchange Act Rule 15c212, as amended, as may be necessary, appropriate or desirable to effect the sale of the Refunding Bonds
authorized by this resolution. Any agreements or representations to provide information to the MSRB made
prior hereto are hereby confirmed, ratified and approved.
Section 10. The Mayor and the City Treasurer are hereby authorized to prepare and distribute
preliminary and final Official Statements of the City, to execute and deliver on behalf of the City all such
other documents, and to take all action necessary and proper for the sale, issuance and delivery of the
Refunding Bonds in accordance with the provisions of the Connecticut General Statutes and the laws of
the United States.
Section 11. This resolution shall become effective immediately upon passage by the Common
Council and shall remain effective until December 31, 2021.
FINANCIAL IMPACT: Approximately $700,000 savings

Councilman Edward McKeon moves to approve the proposed resolution. Councilman Anthony Mangiafico
seconds the motion.
Councilman McKeon states that he will ask Finance Director Carl Erlacher to speak to this matter. Briefly,
this is a negotiation of the funds already owed at a lower interest rate.
Finance Director Carl Erlacher states that when they went out for the City’s credit rating, we asked that
these bonds be included in that. What happens, that State of Connecticut just passed a bill that towns can
refinance – which is what the word “refunding” means – and we had a 20-year, two (2) percent CSO loans
that went through the State of Connecticut. Now, we just borrowed at 0.87 percent. We will now be saving
taxpayers about $700K for all of the 20-year bonds that we have, even if we left the principle the same. It
won’t leave any hardship ion the taxpayers and we just save on the interest portion. He knows of only two
(2) towns that have gotten approval. The City was first told about his in December (2020) and was told that
we would get it. He knows that the City credit rating is good for 60 to 90 days. He wanted to be sure that
the Council got this resolution and is on board with this refunding -- or refinancing -- these bonds to save
that money while avoiding having to call a special meeting. That’s the plan The City is just waiting for the
go ahead from the State, adding that the City has everything in order and ready to go.
Corporation Counsel Dan Ryan asks to confirm that here is a second on the motion.
The Chair confirmed, “Yes.”
Corporation Counsel Ryan adds that the vote on this matter must be by roll call vote.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a roll call vote, asking the Chair to call the roll:

APRIL 5, 2021

Councilwoman Blackwell
Councilwoman Carta
Councilman Faulkner
Councilman D. Ford
Councilman E Ford
Councilman Gennaro
Councilman Loffredo
Councilman Mangiafico
Councilman McKeon
Councilman Nocera
Councilman Pessina
Councilwoman Salafia
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Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Absent
Aye

The motion is approved unanimously by a vote of 11-0 (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner,
D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilman
Pessina) The matter is approved.
F. Approving that the City hereby terminates the June 3, 2019 Property Tax Payment Agreement with
Middletown Power, LLC and NRG Middletown Repowering LLC pursuant to Section 2(c) of that
agreement; and that the City invites the owner of the Middletown facility to discuss options for a
new Property Tax Payment Agreement with the City of Middletown.
TABLED

K: review /resolution/PCD rescind NRG tax abatement – RES 26-21 – 5 April 2021
WHEREAS, On June 3, 2019 the City of Middletown Common Council authorized a Property Tax Payment
Agreement between the City of Middletown and Middletown Power, LLC (“Middletown Power”) and NRG
Middletown Repowering LLC (“Middletown Repowering”); and
WHEREAS, as part of the agreement, Middletown Repowering was to develop, own and operate an
approximately 375 megawatt duel-fuel combustion turbine power Unit 5 (the “Repowering Project”) located
at the site; and
WHEREAS, no later than the Commercial Operation Date of the Repowering Project, the existing
Middletown Unit 2 and Middletown Unit 3 steam electric generating units would be retired; and,
WHEREAS, in its September 2020 Climate Emergency Declaration, the Common Council called for an
emergency mobilization to end City-generated greenhouse gases by December 31, 2030 and urged the
Mayor to direct City department heads, committees, and commissions to reduce greenhouse gases in the
wider community, and to recognize environmental injustice as a racial issue; and
WHEREAS, Section 2 ,”Terms; Termination” subsection “c” of the agreement states the following: “The
City may elect to terminate this Agreement by providing written notice of termination to Middletown Power
or Middletown Repowering if Middletown Repowering does not clear ISO New England’s Forward Capacity
Auction 15 in February 2021.”; and
WHEREAS, Middletown Repowering did not clear ISO New England’s Forward Capacity Auction 15 in
February 2021;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN
that the City hereby terminates the June 3, 2019 Property Tax Payment Agreement with Middletown Power,
LLC and NRG Middletown Repowering LLC pursuant to Section 2(c) of that agreement.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City invites the owner of the Middletown facility to discuss options
for a new Property Tax Payment Agreement with the City of Middletown.
FINANCIAL IMPACT: None since the project failed to clear the ISO Auction 15 in February of 2021.

Councilman Vincent Loffredo moves to approve the proposed resolution. Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.
seconds the motion.
The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera.
Councilman Nocera moves to table this item and offers to explain. He understands that, last week, the
mayor had a conversation with the leadership of NRG, and that NRG indicated that they would like to meet
with the Mayor’s Office to work out a joint statement. There will be collaboration on ending -- terminating -the tax abatement. There will be a joint statement, making NRG part of this process. Councilman Nocera
specifically asks that this matter be table to the next regular meeting of the Common Council, giving the
Mayor time to have that meeting and work out that statement.
Councilman Loffredo asks for clarification on the amendment. There are terms in the property tax
abatement document listing specific ways in which the agreement should be terminated. He believes that
it would be in keeping with the specific termination terms of the agreement, one of which is cited in the
resolution before the Council this evening, As coalman Nocera has indicated, there would be ab opportunity
for them *NRG) to have some discussion, recognizing that the current abatement would be terminated.
There would be recognition by NRG and the City. They could also move forward with some future

APRIL 5, 2021

COMMON COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING

Page 25

consideration of some future abatement. He states that this is his understanding which he wants to confirm
with the maker of the motion to table. He asks Councilman Nocera if they are in agreement.
Councilman Nocera replies that he is in agreement with what Councilman Loffredo has just said. With the
Council’s permission, he asks to allow the Mayor to fill the Council in on last week’s conversation with NRG
leadership
Councilman Loffredo states that he would second the motion to table this resolution to the May 3rd Common
Council regular meeting.
The Chair thanks them, and if allowed, will summarize, noting that Councilman Nocera has given a good
summary. The Chair explains that NRG did reach out to him after the resolution was passed on by Economic
Development Committee and on to the Council. Their understanding, from his conversation, they do
understand the position the Economic Development Commission. They were also present for the workshop,
which Council held in February, 2021. They are interested in coming to a mutual agreement by way of the
collaborative process over the next few weeks – between now and the next Council meeting – as to how
we can potentially move away from the agreement, noting that he uses “potentially” as he does not want to
speak for anyone. The goal of these conversations would be to come to an agreement similar to what is in
this resolution. It would also lay the groundwork for a project that is more acceptable to the public. Until
there is reason to do otherwise, he will take them on their word. The controversy around this project
(inaudible). They have been good faith partners and we want to try to resolve this. If this is tabled, it will be
back before the Council next month to take appropriate action. That is the gist of his conversation with the
company, adding that he will keep everyone up to date on continuing conversations.
The Chair asks if there are any further comments on the motion to table.
Councilman Edward McKeon states that he would be in favor of tabling this item on the condition and
complete understanding that there is nothing other than a rescinding of the current tax stabilization plan is
the end goal. It is not a matter of going into negotiations with NRG to create a better deal for them. This is
just getting together so that is a mutual agreement as opposed to a vote by the Common Council. That
being the case, he would also support the tabling with a date certain of the next Common Council meeting.
The Chair (inaudible)
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote on the motion to table. The motion to
table the resolution to the next regular meeting of the Common Council, to be held on May 3, 2021, is
approved unanimously by a vote of 11-0 (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E.
Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilman Pessina) The
matter is approved
13.

Mayor’s Appointments
The Chair offers the following appointments:
Resource Recycling Advisory Council:
 Eleanor Nettleton (U): appoint to balance of a 5-year term to April 22, 2023, replacing Monica Belyea
(U), who resigned January 2021
School Readiness Council:
 Sara Alberti (U): appoint to School Readiness Council as BOE Director of Pupil Personnel & Special
Education, replacing Amy Clarke (U), former BOE Director of Pupil Personnel & Special Education,
who retired
 Christina Heckart (D): appoint to School Readiness Council as a Social Services Agency
representative (United Way), replacing Ed Bonilla (D), who retired
Human Relations Commission:
 Tasha Edens (U): appoint to balance of a 3-year term to January 31, 2023, replacing Paige Petit (U),
who resigned February 2021
Councilman Anthony Mangiafico moves to approve the appointments, as presented. Councilman Darnell
Ford seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion is approved unanimously by a vote
of 11-0 (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo,
Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilman Pessina) The matter is approved
The Chair wishes happy birthday to Councilwoman Meghan Carta.
Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr. states that he received a communication form the Anti-Racism Taskforce
a while ago, questioning the care dog – service dog -- for the Police. Are they interested in making a brief
statement report to the Council, if they have something to say. He is just throwing that out there.
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The Chair replies that is something that can be discussed with the Taskforce. He points out that both
Councilman Darnell Ford and Councilman Edward Ford as well as Councilwoman Blackwell are members
of that Taskforce.
Councilman Darnell Ford states that Co-Chair Sacha Crocket Johnson raised that issue. He adds that there
were conversations with Public Safety Commission. At this point, the Taskforce has not talked about coming
to the Council at some point, but he does anticipate them coming to discuss what the Police force and the
dog will mean to the community.
Councilwoman Linda Salafia states that it is her understanding that the taskforce is supposed to report
quarterly to the Common Council, some sort of report.
Councilman Darnell Ford replies that is correct.
Councilman Edward Ford invites everyone to Community Cleanup Day hosted by Cinder& Salt on Saturday,
April 17th, at 10AM.
14.

Meeting Adjournment
Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to adjourn. Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr seconds the motion.
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion is approved unanimously by a vote
of 11-0 (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo,
Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; ABSENT: Councilman Pessina.) The matter is approved
The meeting is adjourned at 8:47 PM.
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